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FOR THE N. AMERICAN MARKET 


Below are recorded some impressions of the second week of the British Industries Fair. 


This article does not purport to be a survey 


of the business done nor a general review of buyers’ reactions. We hope to deal more fully with these points next week. 


By our Industrial Correspondent 


would make to the Government’s appeal for greater exports to 
Canada and the United States of America, they were surely 
dispelled at the British Industries Fair which ended yesterday. 

Its most notable feature was the spirited attack made on the dollar 
citadel. In some sectors it was the confident approach of men sure 
of the quality of their equipment and of the welcome that awaited 
them. In others it was a plucky fight against odds—the odds of 
price, local competition, import restrictions. Very roughly, the 
makers of machinery were prominent in the first camp, strangely 
allied with the potters ; in the second, the textile, clothing, leather 
and jewellery firms stood shoulder to shoulder. 

Almost without exception the British manufacturers won praise for 
continued high quality, for inventiveness, for many successful efforts 
made to meet the transatlantic taste, for speedier deliveries, and for 
at least being aware that prices must be kept as low as possible. They 
found buyers critical, selective, slow to make up their minds, but 
invariably with a full appreciation of the need to increase trade 

een Britain and North America, and anxious to do their part. 

The following snapshots are fairly typical of the intercourse 

een buyers and sellers in the eleven hectic days of the world’s 
greatest national trade show. 


] AD there been any doubts about the response that industry 


Prices Lower than Last Year 


Mr. K. McKenzie, of Montreal, buyer of smokers’ requisites, 
Fompacts and novelties for a leading jeweller, remarked that prices 
were lower than last year and he had been able to place orders for 

eral lines for the first time since the war. He was particularly 
hterested in items suitable for the American tourist trade. 


There were few Canadian buyers to be seen at the jewellery section 
at Olympia because at present Canada will not grant licences for the 
importation of ‘‘ jewellery of any material for the adornment of the 
person.” High tariffs imposed by the United States on jewellery 
have also put that market rather out of the picture. 

Business was done, however, in such things as silver and enamel 
compacts specially designed for North American tastes, in cigarette 
cases, and in stamped and soldered settings for precious stones. The 
British Jewellers’ Association is to exhibit at the forthcoming Inter- 
national Trade Fair in Toronto and hopes that if sufficient interest is 
shown in the goods displayed, there will be a relaxation of the 
Canadian ban. 


Canadian Minister “ Delighted” 


Before he left for home, Mr. C. D. Howe, Canada’s Minister of 
Trade and Commerce, said he was delighted with the way British 
and Canadian efforts for increased trade were shaping. 

At Canada’s stand in the Commonwealth Section at Earls Court he 
learned of some of the projects which officials think will bring dollars 
to Britain. Among Canadian business men who had called for 
advice were those wanting British sound film projectors, and 
machines for compressing sawdust and wood waste into commercial 
boards. British makers seeking outlets in Canada included those 
concerned with tarpaulins, antique furniture, chemical products, 
vibrating screens, teasets, plumbing, and printed scarves. 

A colourful visitor was Chief Os-ka-non-ton, last of the hereditary 
chiefs of Canada’s famed Mohawk tribe of Red Indians, who swept 
through the crowded aisles at Earls Court dressed in full tribal 
regalia. His own tribe is world-renowned for its handwoven 
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blankets, and he was therefore particularly attracted to the tey:; 
clothing section of the Fair. The Chief showed a close interest in 
export achievements described to him, and to a manufacturer of hand 
weaving looms suggested a likely outlet in a community near Toron 4 

An American buyer placed an order, said to be worth $104 On. 
year, with a London tailor for Scotch tweed sports jackets, He liked 
the styling, and thought the jackets would be particularly Suitable f 
the American market. He knew the British cloth was genen 
superior to American, but was pleasantly surprised to meet With the 
right cut at a price considerably lower than the current rate for 4 
similar garment made in the States. 


Linen Beats the Record 


After hearing a progress report from Irish Linen Guild Officials x 
their stand, Northern Ireland’s Finance Minister, Major Sinclair 
predicted that Irish linen would again this year beat its dollar expor 
record. He described the number of enquiries received from 
Canadian and Latin American buyers as “ really remarkable,” and 
commended the manufacturers on their co-operative effort. 

Canadian buyers’ inspection of brushware, cosmetics, perfumery anj 
toilet goods at Olympia resulted in orders being placed especially fy 
the higher-quality men’s and women’s toilet brushes and for tradition] 
English perfumes, such as Devon violet and lavender, and toilet water 
suitable for the North American tourist trade. Nearly all manufa. 
turers were able to quote lower prices than last year. Some com. 
plained that complicated Canadian customs forms were a deterrent 
to would-be buyers. 


Flowers Across the Sea 


“‘ Lady of the Flowers,’ 72-years-old Josephine de Witt, who js 
president of the largest firm of display manufacturers in Canada, 
visited Olympia and placed “‘ three substantial orders’’ for artificial 
flowers. Later she negotiated with textile exhibitors at Earls Cour 
for white cottons before going on to the Board of Trade’s Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department to find out where in Britain she 
could place wholesale orders for natural grasses like ferns and palms, 

“*T have believed for 60 years in Commonwealth trade,’’ she said, 
“‘ I want to do all the business I can with British firms. After seeing 
this wonderful display of your goods at the B.I.F. on my first visit, I’m 
certainly prepared to buy everything in my lines that the Government 
will allow me to import into Canada.”’ 

Miss de Witt, who in private life is Mrs. G. D. Perry, widow of the 
late President and Managing Director of Canadian National Railways, 
is the first woman member of the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association 
and a member of Canada’s Board of Trade. She started making 
artificial flowers 60 years‘ago when she was an invalid. In World 
War I she taught Canadian wounded soldiers how to make poppies 
“That is why they call me in Canada the ‘ Lady of the Flowen,’” 
she added. 


Designing for Canada 


Mr. Eric Stait-Gardner, a Toronto buyer, expressed at Birmingham 
his confidence that British products can compete favourably with 
American in the Canadian market. He added, ‘‘ Now British manu 
facturers are realizing their opportunities and are designing goods 
aimed directly at the Canadian market. An electrical appliance I sav 
recently in England will ‘ shake’ them when they see it back home 
I am not at liberty to say what it is, but it will compare very favourably 
with its American counterpart—it will be cheaper, of better quality 
and as modern in design. If Britain can sell motor-cars back home, 
then I think she can sell electrical appliances there. I am confident 
that once people in Canada know what Britain has to sell them they 
will buy it.”’ 

Mr. Stait-Gardner brought with him to the B.I.F. samples of 
domestic electrical equipment at the moment popular with Canadian 
housewives. 

At Canada’s stand in the Commonwealth section an official reported 
that several manufacturers had called to enquire how best they could 
adapt their wares or selling methods to the Canadian market. Such 
enquiries were, he said, similar to those being received every day now 
at Canada House in London. Many applied for the valuable brochure 
** Canadians as Consumers.”’ 

Later in the Fair the official was to keep an appointment at the stand 
of one of the great national banks to grant special interviews to thot 


of their clients who had represented themselves as being interested it [ 


trade with Canada. The Bank had presented him with a formidabl 
list of applicant firms. 

A confectionery manufacturer exhibiting at Earls Court reported 
many enquiries from North America. On one day last week bi 
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factory in Yorkshire despatched 14 tons of sweets to the United States. 
He had made a special study of the dollar markets, particularly in view 
of their Food and Drug Acts and their colour preferences, which are 
different from those in Britain. This exhibitor was inviting visitors 
to take samples freely—among them sugared Jordan almonds, making 
their first appearance since the war began. gone 

A Worcester carpet, felt and yarn manufacturer exhibiting at Earls 
Court is producing, to meet the needs of the specialized Canadian 
market, a two-colour version of his novelty weaves in } widths and 
broadloom. ‘The firm is also researching to find a method of packing 
its products which will give them adequate protection in transit and 
also good presentation for showroom display. 


British Cloth for United States Troops 


An American buyer who makes uniforms for American Army and 
Air Force officers visited Earls Court and announced, after a look at 
the textiles and clothing section, that British felt, British leather, 
British braid and British buttons would be increasingly used in new 
United States Army and Air Force uniforms. He was Mr. Morry 
Luxemberg, military outfitter of New York. 

He estimated present British earnings for these lines at over 
$100,000 a year and said the new United States Air Force uniform he 
has designed would step up that amount considerably. He is to 
display the new Air Force uniform to 5,500 American service personnel 
in Britain before flying to Germany to show it to United States forces 
stationed there. In the new outfit the caps will contain 75 per cent. 
British materials. The uniform will have British buttons and braids. 
Even the style incorporates British design ; the cut and the side 
pockets are after the R.A.F. uniform, the colour is the same as the 
Royal Canadian Air Force uniform. 

Mr. David Titelman, buyer for Puritan Sportswear, New York, told 
stand executives that he was prepared to spend a million dollars on 
knitted goods, cardigans and pullovers provided delivery dates were 
going to be good. Another Amer- 


Mr. Eldridge Haynes, publisher of Modern Industry, New York, 
said, after visiting the Castle Bromwich section, that he was specially 
pleased to see that methods of handling machinery and equipment had 
now been mechanized in Britain. He had seen at least three excellent 
industrial motorized trucks which he considered as good, and in some 
respects better than the American equivalent. 

“This kind of thing will raise productivity more than all the 
exhortations to workers. There is a great export market for these 
products, as the whole world is short of them,”’ he said. ‘‘ I consider 
Britain made a great mistake in announcing she was sending teams to 
the United States to study American ‘ know-how.’ We Americans 
learned much of what we know from you throughout history and there 
is still much we can teach each other. These should be teams for 
ommeane information and ideas which can only result in mutual 
benefit.”’ 


Machinery Buyers at Birmingham 


Reference has been made in the foregoing article to North 
American buyers at all sections of the Fair. There were, of 
course, visitors from many other lands. Some of them were 
interviewed by our correspondents at Castle Bromwich. 


'WO Malayan business men, interested mainly in agricultural 

machinery, said that they came to the B.I.F. every year. ‘‘ We 
accept Britain as the world’s leader in agricultural machinery,” they 
said, “‘ and what we see at this Fair every time we come we believe to 
be the latest and best machinery of its kind in the world.”’ 

Members of the Soviet Trade Delegation toured Castle Bromwich, 
where they showed particular interest in electrical generating plant, 
boilers and electronic speed control equipment. 

A visitor who examined every stand in the Midlands section of the 
Fair was a Chinaman who arrived with a party of his compatriots 

directly from Hong Kong. He was 
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considering making more. 

The “ Adding Machine King ’”’ of America visited the B.I.F. at 
Birmingham and said he was “‘ mighty impressed.’’ He is Mr. C. 
Dunlop, works manager of Burroughs, of Detroit, whose factories 
cover a million square feet and employ 10,000 people in the United 
States, and about 1,000 in Britain at plants in Nottingham and 
Glasgow. Saying that he had already seen many things to interest 
him in the heavy machinery line, Mr. Dunlop added that he hoped to 
place substantial orders here. 

American buyers visited the Indian Government stand in the 
Commonwealth section at Earls Court and inquired about gaily 
coloured saris. An Indian official said the Americans had developed 
a new fashion trend and saris were being used for evening wear. 
Special attention was paid to the gold embroidered saris. 

_Mr. P. E. Fegan, of Montreal, said he was taking back sample con- 
signments of glass, pottery, cutlery and furnishing fabrics. Miss 
Marguerite Lea Winsor, also of that city, said she had been impressed 
with mixing machinery, a pot roaster with the element inside (“‘nothing 
like it in Canada ”’) and the low price and high quality of the glassware. 
Both buyers urged Britain to do better with packaging and overseas 
advertising, including sponsored radio on Canadian networks. 


New Slacks for New York 


Mr. Lewis Steiger, president of a New York firm, signed a $100,000 
order for 3,000 pairs of slacks with a Leeds manufacturer and declared : 
Nothing like these back home. I intend to put them across in a big 
way.” He expected to be giving repeat orders for the slacks. Asked 
what he thought of British textiles, the American buyer said: “ I'd 


| Say the quality is good but the prices are high. But these slacks are 
_ 800d, and this order I’m giving for a hundred thousand dollars is going 
_ to be the start of a continuous operation.” 


The managing director of the firm said they had expected to sell 


_ £10,000 worth of slacks in the whole 11 days of the Fair, but they 


topped that within one hour of opening. 


interested in a large range of 
goods insufficient time to make his selection. He spoke highly of 
the quality of machine tools and other goods that he had ordered, and 
of the helpfulness of exhibitors. 

A floodlamp manufacturer received an enquiry from Nyasaland for 
a method of illuminating cattle compounds to drive off lions. 

The representative of a Dutch firm ordered machinery for welding 
stainless steel. ‘‘ Machines of this type are not available in Holland,”’ 
he said, ‘‘ and although you can buy them from Switzerland, the price 
there is too high.”’ 

One firm booked several orders for machinery to be used in polishing 
vanity cases. On asingle day they had enquiries from Malta, Lebanon 
Hong Kong, Denmark, Norway and Canada. 

An Indian visitor came to buy three million feet of galvanized piping 
for water supply to houses and other buildings. His visit to the B.I.F. 
at Birmingham was part of a round tour of trade fairs which would 
take in Milan, Basle, Hanover and Toronto. 

From the Sudan Light and Power Company to Castle Bromwich 
came the assistant general manager, looking for new equipment to 
replace the existing plant which has been in use for 30 years or more. 
His comany is responsible for the supply throughout the Sudan of 
electricity, water, ice, the running of power stations and the mainten- 
ance of trams and buses. 

The managing director of Pakistan Industries Ltd. placed a £50,000 
order at Castle Bromwich for testing machines, weighing machines, 
refrigerators, diesel engines, machine tools and electric stoves. A 
buyer from Lahore ordered £20,000 of machine tools. 

By Wednesday, 15,000 overseas buyers had visited the Fair in 
London and Birmingham. ‘This figure exceeds the total attendance 
of overseas buyers last year. By the same day, 100,000 home trade 
buyers had visited the Fair. ‘There has been a marked increase in the 
number of home visitors at Castle Bromwich, and all figures are at 
record levels, except the attendance of the general public in London 
which compares very closely with last year’s figures. 
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Heavy Industry’s Contribution to 
Export Drive 


THE President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, speaking 

at the British Industries Fair banquet in Birmingham on Monday, 
said that no one who had any responsibility in connection with the 
great export drive on which not only the standard of living of our 
people but the very future of our nation depended could fail to be alive 
to the great contribution which Birmingham, in peace as in war, was 
making to the great national effort. And no one who had had even a brief 
glimpse of the exhibition could fail to be aware of what the engineering 
and metal industries intended should be their contribution to our 
continuing struggle for recovery, whether in the field of capital invest- 
ment at home or of exports overseas. 


The vital task of this nation since the end of the war had been in its 
essence a dual one, first to be able to stand on our feet and pay our way 
in the markets of the world ; second to reconstruct the country, make 
good and repair war damage, re-equip and restore our basic industries 
and to make good those gaps in our industrial capital no less than in 
our social buildings due to six years of war and in part to inadequate 
provision before the war. 


Two National Priorities 


These two tasks of export overseas and capital equipment at home 
had rightly been our first two national priorities. A nation such as 
ours which in the war lost one-quarter of our national capital, the 
greater part of our overseas investments accumulated over a century 
(which had paid for a substantial part of our food and raw materials 
before the war), which had lost one-half of its merchant shipping fleet 
and seen its invisible earnings disappear almost to vanishing point ; 
a nation which was faced with a great rise in the terms of trade against 
her as a result of world shortages and the devastation of our traditional 
supplying areas, such a nation if it were to survive at all had to put its 
export trade first. 

And so the British Industries Fair, and particularly the exhibition at 
Castle Bromwich, (often misleadingly labelled the Birmingham Section 
of the British Industries Fair but in fact Birmingham’s own effort, 
organized by the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce), had year by 
year since it was revived in 1947 emphasized particularly the efforts 
which British industry and trade were capable of making in the markets 
of the world. From 1947, that year of growing economic crisis when 
so many of our exhibits could represent no more than a hopeful and 
brave attempt to show the world what we should be able to do in due 
course, through 1948, a year of great export achievement, now to 1949 
the exhibition in Birmingham as in London had rightly portrayed the 
great efforts industry was making towards recovery. Our total 
national exports, which in 1945 had been down to 46 per cent. of the 
1938 volume and in 1947 109 per cent., last year reached the figure of 
136 per cent., and in the closing months of the year reached the target 
rate of 150 per cent. of the pre-war volume. In January and again in 
March this year they had actually reached 162 per cent. of the 1938 
rate. 


A “Dunkirk” Challenge 


No one would for one moment wish to minimize the enormous 
difficulties in the face of which this great achievement had taken place. 
Damaged factories, long years of inability to maintain or replace plant, 
shortage of materials and of skilled manpower, an uneven flow of 
components, the loss of markets abroad, particularly during the Lend/ 
Lease period, the growth of overseas competition and more recently 
the imposition of import restrictions by overseas Governments on an 
alarming and increasing scale ; all these things had provided a 
challenge to our industry and trade, to managements and workers, 
technicians and salesmen no less great than the challenge which this 
nation faced after Dunkirk. And no less great had been the way in 
which the nation had taken up that challenge. 


We had had to enter on our export drive at a time when some of our 
trad tional exporting industries, particularly cotton and coal, as a 
resu'' of war developments, not to mention pre-war history, were 
unabie to play their traditional part in overseas trade. The task falling 
on the engineering and metal industries, crippled as they had been 
from time to time by an acute national shortage of steel, had therefore 
been all the greater. But one of the most encouraging features of the 
post-war industrial history of the country had been the tremendous 
success which our engineering and associated industries, including not 
least electrical engineering and motor cars, had made. 
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Capital Goods Industries 


In exports to the Commonwealth, and in particular, in the great 
development of Commonwealth territories, the capital goods industries 
had, in the face of a chronic shortage of steel and capacity, made an 
effort which in years to come would be remembered as contribyt; 
not only to the greater development of those countries but also to an 
increase in world supplies of many scarce goods. In many areas it was 
true the capital development which had been undertaken since the war 
whether by private or by public enterprise, had not and could not be 
expected to yield an equivalent supply of food and raw materials for 
shipment to this country. In some fields, notably timber, and certain 
foodstuffs, where our imports already far exceeded the pre-war volume 
from these areas Colonial development had already made possible an 
immediate gain to this country as well as to the territories where 
development had taken place. But with all the shortages and diff. 
culties against which the capital goods industries had been striving to 
have achieved a rate of capital goods exports to the Commonwealth as 
a whole in 1948 of 86 per cent. above the 1938 volume had been a great 
achievement. It was planned under the Four-Year Programme to 
increase by 1952 our exports to the sterling area as a whole to 163 per 
cent. of 1938 volume. 

What had been achieved by these industries in the export drive to 
North America had exceeded the expectations of practically everyone 
except those who, merchant adventurers of the post-war world, 
launched themselves on the Atlantic tide in a brave and so far highly 
successful effort to sell to Canada and the United States. Inno field of 
our export drive had this been more true than of our motor car and 
agricultural machinery industries of the Midlands and other areas, 
After all that had been said, in Parliament, in the Press and on the 
occasion of the memorable visit of Mr. C. D. Howe to London and 
to Birmingham last week, no words of his were needed to stress the 
vital need for expanding exports to North America. Although our 
total exports and invisible earnings were so great and recovery last year 
had been one of the most heartening things in our economic position 
(even for some months sufficient to balance our total overseas pay- 
ments), we were still in deficit with the dollar area at over a rate of 
£350 million a year, a figure which must be eliminated by the end of 
the period of the European Recovery Programme. And although that 
figure itself had been reduced from one of over £1,000 million in 1947, 
no one will doubt that the task lying ahead of us, of closing the final 
gap was far greater and far more difficult than anything that had s0 far 
been achieved in reducing the gap. In that achievement once again 
our engineering and other metal using industries had made a great 
contribution. Exports to Canada had risen from £5°5 million in 1938 
to £9°5 million in 1947 and to £18-7 million in 1948. (In the first 
quarter of this year they had been running at an annual rate of £261 
million.) But, similarly to the United States our exports had risen 
from £1-9 million in 1938 to £6°5 million in 1947, £20-3 million in 
1948, and an annual rate of £20-9 million in the first quarter of 1949. 

All who had read the historical report of the Gilpin Mission on 
engineering exports to Canada and who heard Mr. Howe speak would 
realize equally the difficulty of expanding exports into that market 
and, at the same time, the magnificent prospects which that market 
presented to our exporters. 

The President said that if he had dwelt unduly on the achievements 
of the engineering and metal using industries to the exclusion of those 
other industries which had helped to make Birmingham famous— 
jewellery and plate, rubber manufactures, chocolates and confectionery, 
plastics, chemicals, leather, clothing—it was only because no ont 
surveying our national trade position could fail to realize what those 
great industries had achieved. But, as in the four years since the wat 
in Europe ended all industries had alike contributed to our export 
achievements and many of them to the no less important 
rebuilding and re-equipping our industries, so, in 1949 and the 
years that lay ahead all industries would be called upon to make yt 
greater contributions both to exports and to home supplies. With 
confidence borne of our long industrial history and of our great post-w# 
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ements British industry and trade approached the growing 
difficulties which the world buyers’ market presented in a period when 
even the great task of production was becoming overshadowed by the 

ater task of salesmanship, when cost and price and quality became 
aaa more important than quantity, knowing that successful achieve- 
ment in these new conditions meant not only the recovery of this nation 
and a higher standard of living for our people, but a contribution to 
that world recovery on which our prosperity would depend. 


achiev’ 


Help from the Government 


The Secretary for Overseas Trade, Mr. A. G. Bottomley, said the 
main burden of the task of obtaining an increased share in the world’s 
markets rested on the shoulders of the manufacturer and exporter. 
There was, however, the sphere in which the Government must also 
help, and he could assure those present that the Government would 
play their full part in this task. The strongest emphasis was upon the 
importance of the United States and Canadian markets. A sub- 
stantial increase in the volume of our exports to those vital markets was 
by far the most important single task which faced us. 


In the Budget and Economic Debate in the House of Commons a 
month ago, the President of the Board of Trade sketched an eight point 
plan for providing all-out assistance to exporters trading in North 
American markets. He wished to recapitulate the main points :— 


Open favouritism to exporters in their raw material and production 
difficulties. 

Additional assistance by the Export Credits Guarantee Depart- 
ment. 

More liberal provision of dollars for sales promotion and adver- 
tising. 

Four new Consular Offices to be set up in the United States . 

Lastly, special efforts to be made on market research. 


Only a week ago in London at the Mansion House dinner following 
the opening of the Fair, the President announced a new move to spur 
on sales to North America, namely the formation of a Group in the 
City designed to give advice to the President, and to those associated 
with him from Government or industry, on any financial or banking 
aspects of our export drive to dollar markets. 


While on this subject he wished to draw wide attention to the 
sympathetic and reciprocal attitude of both the United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce and the Canadian Trade Commissioner Service. 
Both these had recently announced their wish to assist our exporters, 
by sending particulars of British goods to their field officers for 
investigation by them of the sales possibilities of those goods in those 
field officers’ respective territories. ‘The willingness of the Canadian 
Government to help (and the welcome they extended to our goods) was 
recently brought out very forcibly in the speeches of Mr. C. D. Howe, 
the Minister of Trade and Commerce, at the B.I.F. banquet in London 
and the lunch organized by the Canadian High Commissioner in 
Birmingham. 


Every Industry Can Contribute to 


Dollar Drive 


GPEAKIN G at the luncheon given by the London and South Eastern 

Furniture Manufacturers’ Association at the British Industries Fair, 
Earls Court, London, on Tuesday, the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Board of Trade, Mr. John Edwards, stressing the need for increasing 
exports to North America and other hard currency countries, said this 
applied not only to major export industries but to every industry that 
could make any contribution. ‘The wooden furniture industry should 
not feel “‘ out of it ’’ just because it could not in the nature of things put 
up such spectacular performances in terms of money value as some 
other industries. For the purpose of bridging the gap in the dollar 
accounts every commodity that could be sold in America was important 
and too much reliance must not be placed on the “‘ big fellows.”” The 
Vital thing was to have a wide range and to increase exports at every 
point in the range. The real essential was for each industry to do 
better in the United States than it had ever done before. 


Mr. Edwards said he realized the special difficulties of exporting 
furniture. There were import restrictions in many countries and 
eavy import duties in many more ; there was an increasing trend 
towards a buyer’s market in most places. These things affected 
almost all industries. Furniture faced the additional problem that in 
many of the most valuable markets there were flourishing local furni- 
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ture industries with cheap and abundant local materials. Also there 
was the fact that furniture was among the most expensive items to pack 
and ship, so that crating and transport costs were the equivalent to an 
extra heavy duty which British goods had to pay. 


All this meant that much of the ordinary home output—what might 
be called “‘ bread and butter ’’ furniture—simply could not be exported 
and the export effort must concentrate largely on high-grade special 
types of furniture which embodied the real essence of British tradition 
and craftsmanship. It was not easy but it could be done and the 
difficulty should be a challenge rather than a discouragement. 


Quite a lot was being done already. In 1938 £460,000 worth of 
wooden furniture was sent abroad. In 1947 the figure was £650,000, 
in 1948 £840,000, and for the first three months of this year the figure 
was running at an annual rate of almost £1 million. Last year about 
17 per cent. of exports went to the United States and this, above all, 
was the figure which had got to be improved. 


Help for Exporters 


The Board of Trade had now developed very extensive services to 
exporters. These were organized and run by the Commercial 
Relations and Exports Division, served by a large staff of Regional and 
overseas representatives. It was important that everybody realized 
that these services existed and used them to the full. Every exporter 
and every manufacturer who felt he could contribute should make 
contact with his Regional Export Officer and through him with the 
industries side of C.R.E. so as to get the benefit of these services. 


On the production side, the Production Division, I.M.2.B., would 
do everything possible to make available materials—even the scarcest— 
when they were needed to fulfil export orders. Successful exporters 
are now granted additional licences for softwood, plywood and veneers 
equivalent to their consumption in actual exports so as to allow them 
to make a certain amount of the sort of furniture which was exportable 
for the home market. It was hoped that this might make some 
contribution to lowering costs and getting a flow of export production , 


All exporters should make a close study of local tastes and adapt their 
products accordingly. It was dangerous to think of the United 
States, for example, as a single market. ‘This mistake had undoubtedly 
been made in many industries in the past. It was all too easy to put 
the marketing of a product in the hands of a New York agent and 
assume that the United States was being covered. This was why the 
new drive to increase sales to America included the arrangements 
recently announced by the President for dividing the whole of the 
United States into selling zones and having proper representation in 
each zone. The United States was, in fact, a large collection of local 
markets which were often quite different and their local needs must 
have individual attention. ‘Texas, for example, was a rich and 
prosperous country on its own account ; so was the North-West, 
California, Washington and Oregon. Yet these countries were as far 
apart as England and Italy with almost as many differences in taste and 
demand. This was another reason why full use should be made of the 
facilities provided by the Commercial Relations and Exports Division 
unless the exporter himself had real access to local knowledge. 


High Quality Essential 


The one thing that was common among all the local differences 
within the huge American market was their insistence on the distinctive 
quality of real British craftsmanship. Something like $2,000,000,000 
worth of furniture were sold in America every year. If only 10 per 
cent. of this figure was high-class expensive furniture and only 10 per 
cent. again for the sector of the market into which it was practicable 
to penetrate, there was still left a market worth $20,000,000 and this 
was something well worth going for. But the Americans had a highly 
skilled furniture industry of their own. They could beat everything 
we do except what was absolutely first rate. But when British 
furniture was first rate, United States importers and retailers told us 
that there had never been enough to satisfy the demand. There was a 
large potential market if first class quality was maintained by methods 
which kept price within bounds. 


New Chairman for Films Committee 


FOLLOWING the death of Lord Portal, who was chairman of the 
Committee of Enquiry into the Distribution and Exhibition of Films, 
the President of the Board of Trade has invited Sir Arnold Plant to 
succeed to the position of chairman, and he has accepted the invitation. 
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Urgent Importance of Anglo- 
Canadian Trade 


PW a speech at a luncheon given by the Canadian Chamber of 

Commerce in London on May 4, the President of the Board of Trade, 
Mr. Harold Wilson, who is now in Canada, said he had two main 
reasons for visiting that country. The first was the very considerable 
amount of misunderstanding which existed in Canada about the trade 
policy of His Majesty’s Government in London. ‘The last issue of 
the monthly bulletin issued by the Canadian Chamber of Commerce 
said that ‘‘ much has to be done to give confidence to Canadian manu- 
facturers and producers that they are not to be driven from their 
traditional market.’’ In that connection he would just like to mention 
that in 1948 United Kingdom imports from Canada were between 
23 and 3 times greater in value than they had been ten years previously. 
He admitted that, allowing for the rise in prices, the volume increase 
was considerably smaller. But even so, Canada last year was by far 
our biggest single source of supply by a very long way. In 1938 this 
was not so. This hardly suggested that Canadian manufacturers and 
producers were being driven from this market. We were not buying 
nearly as many things in Canada as Canadians would like to sell. We 
have had to scale down or stop altogether the purchases of certain 
commodities such as timber or apples. Because of our balance of 
payments position we were unable to take those products, many of 
them products which not only the Government, but the consumers in 
this country would be only too glad to have. 


Changed Conditions 


Before the war we were paying with exports for a smaller proportion 
of our imports from Canada than we were paying to-day, but in those 
days the net earnings of the sterling area, particularly gold, wool, 
rubber and tin were sufficient not only to bridge our gap with the 
United States, but also to provide a surplus of United States dollars 
with which to finance our payments deficit with Canada. ‘To-day, 
sterling area products were no longer playing anything like the part 
they were able to play in those pre-war days. 

We had to-day only two sources of acquiring dollars (apart from the 
Canadian credit), either through the generosity of the United States in 
making “‘ off-shore dollars’’ available under Marshall Aid for pur- 
chases in Canada, or as the proceeds of our own or the sterling area’s 
direct sales to Canada. We were already using off-shore dollars 
obtained from the United States, and all the dollars we earned our- 
selves by our direct exports, on purchases in Canada. We could not 
allow our reserves of gold or dollars to fall below the present level. 
We could, therefore, only increase our purchases from Canada if we 
could get more dollars from somewhere with which to defray them. 
And we were faced with the knowledge that the United States off-shore 
dollars would progressively decline between now and 1952. So unless 
we could manage to push up our earnings of United States and 
Canadian dollars faster than the off-shore dollars decline, we should 
be able to buy less from Canada in future rather than more. 


Merchant Adventuring Spirit 


In the circumstances, not only the increase of our general level of 
imports from Canada but even the maintenance of the present rate 
would be dependent on a great expansion of our exports to Canada. 
The vital necessity of increasing exports to Canada and the United 
States was fully realized by Government and by industry alike. 
Industry and trade have met great challenges in the past, in war and 
peace alike, and in this challenge of 1949 the merchant adventuring 
spirit of our traders Was once again reawakening in all its strength. 

There was no easy solution to the problem of trade between our 
two countries. All of us recognized its vital importance, not only for 
the economies of our two countries, but for its bearing on Anglo- 
Canadian friendship and for the very cause of peace itself. An 
increase in exports to Canada was the only solution. There were those 
who felt that there was some inherent error in our trading policy which, 
if put right, would solve the Canadian trade problem. There was a 
great disposition, which made itself felt both in this country and in 
Canada, to suggest that if we were to drop our present policy of 
bilateral trade agreements with European nations and concentrated 
instead on the Canadian market, all our difficulties, and all Canada’s 
difficulties, would disappear. 

Resentment was expressed, as it was put, to the export of steel to 
Scandinavia and Eastern Europe in return for grain, when this steel 
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if diverted to Canada would enable us to obtain all our requirem, 
from there. But he could not too strongly stress that we iia 
embarked on any system of barter deals of steel against tienen 
machinery against grain, or tinplate against salmon. In every sd 
sales of scarce goods, steel to Sweden or Finland and so ON, represent 
only a very small proportion of our total imports of timber and x 
requirements from those areas. ‘The main weight of the goods 4 
had received from them was paid for not by steel or other commodities 
marketable in Canada, but by manufactured goods which on . 
whole we had so far not been able to sell in Canada. If the whole af 
our steel shipments to the timber producing areas of Europe wer 
diverted to Canada it would not pay for more than a small Proportion 
of our timber needs or of what Canada would like to sell. 

So with tinplate. Criticism had also been made of a contract signed 
some time ago with the Soviet Union for canned salmon and crab, |; 
had been suggested that that tinplate was sent to Russia to pay for the 
fish which was put inside it. It was not ; it was used simply to cay 
fish for which we were paying in sterling as a result of Russig; 
purchases of sterling area products and, to a small extent, of engineer. 
ing goods. But none of those engineering goods were diverted from 
the Canadian market. In fact our total exports to the whole of Eastem 
Europe in 1948 only totalled £40 million, as compared with nearly 
double that figure to Canada, and a very small proportion of why 
went to Eastern Europe could have been bought by Canada even if 
we had cut off all trade with the East. 


Bilateral Agreements 


Bilateral trade was an essential part of the recovery of Europe. His 
Majesty’s Government did not regard bilateral trading as a permanent 
instrument of our policy. Our trade was far too diverse and variegated 
to be capable of planning on bilateral lines. Like our Canadian friends 
we all looked forward to the establishment as quickly as possible of, 
world trading system in which multilateral trade and convertibl 
currency could play their full part. But the world was sadly out of 
balance and much needs to be done before we could reach that goal 
to which we had all set ourselves. The world could be put in 
balance only by the most extensive efforts on the part of the non-dollar 
area to increase their sales to Canada and the United States, and our 
exporters must get away from the idea that the Canadian market was 
falling like a ripe plum into the laps of the exporters of other countries 
nearer to Canada. 

But equally, if our joint problem was to be solved, as everyone in our 
two countries was agreed it must be solved, it was reasonable to ask 
the Canadian buyer, whether private industry or public utility, 
whether wholesaler or retailer, to consider what Britain could send 
and not to fall too easily into the belief that we were not to be regarded 
as a potential supplier. In the engineering field particularly, as the 
Gilpin Report had made clear, many Canadian buyers, including thos 
concerned with the great new developments of the post-war world, 
seemed not to have considered the possibility of placing their ordersin 
the United Kingdom. Our industries in 1949 were re-deployin 
themselves in the interests of meeting Canada’s needs. Difficulties 
of time, so essential in terms of engineering servicing, of consultation 
service and of the provision of spares, had been virtually eliminated by 
the transatlantic plane, the express air service and the radio telephone. 
He hoped that, throughout Canada, as throughout Britain, there would 
grow up a realization that our two economies are complementary, and 
if they were met together each could contribute equally to the rebuilt 
ing of this war-shattered world, to the industrial development ani 
trading advantage in both our countries, and to the raising of the 
standard of life of our peoples to the level we all desired to see. 


President of Board of Trade in 


Canada 


HE President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, lei 

London Airport on Tuesday and arrived at Gandar, Newfoundlani, 
to begin his tour of Canada, which he is undertaking to study at firs 
hand the problems of expanding United Kingdom exports to thi 
most vital market. ‘ 

His itinerary will include visits to Sydney (Nova Scotia), Halifas, 
St. John (New Brunswick), Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Fort William, 


Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Vancouver, Victoria (British Columbia) 7 


and Quebec. The President plans to return to London on June 1. 
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and Planning Division of the Economic Commission for Europe, 
which covers the year 1948, reveals that in all respects that year 
was one of remarkable progress. 

Industrial production in Europe (outside the U.S.S.R.) rose by 
16 per cent. and agricultural production by 12 per cent. In the 
U.S.S.R. industrial production rose by 27 per cent. and the grain 
harvest reached its pre-war level. 

The productivity of labour in European industry appears to have 
risen by some 9 per cent. The rise in industrial production in Europe, 
and the rise in productivity of labour, were greater than in the previous 
year. ‘There was substantial improvement in the rate of capital 
formation and the volume of net investment exceeded the 1938 level 
by about one quarter. 

“The improvement in exports was even greater than in production. 
The volume of overseas exports increased by 30 per cent. and at the 
same time imports from overseas were reduced by 7 per cent. as 
abnormal requirements, mainly from the Western Hemisphere, 
diminished. The supplies of raw materials to industry improved 
considerably in most branches of production, which eased specific 
shortages and secured a more balanced improvement. 


Ta second post-war Economic Survey, prepared by the Research 


Monetary Stability 


Concurrently with the rise in production, there was a gradual return 
to conditions of monetary stability which improved incentives to work 
in a number of countries and contributed in turn to the rise in pro- 
duction. In the field of public finance, Government budgets were 
generally balanced, and in some countries the surplus of revenue over 
current expenditure provided a major source of finance to capital 
investments. 

With the exception of a few countries, notably Italy, Hungary, 
Belgium and the Western and Soviet zones of Germany, unemploy- 
ment remained very low. ‘The continued absence of mass unemploy- 
ment was the major reason for the recovery of production being so 
much faster than after the first World War. Assuming that the current 
high levels of employment can be maintained the rise in industrial 
production is bound to continue, though in the coming years the rate 
of increase in productivity will probably slow down as, in one industry 
after another, the organization of production settles down to a more 
stable pattern. 

While the record of recovery since the war is thus impressive, and, 
with continued full employment further progress may be counted on 
in the coming years, the significance of this advance cannot be judged 
solely in terms of percentage increases. One must also consider the 
= - sr as the starting point and the magnitude of the problems 
to be faced. 


The Basic Problem 


The probable improvements over the next five years, or even in the 
coming decade, are not likely to bring about a solution of the basic 
economic problem of Europe—the severe poverty in which the 
majority of the European people live—which could only be removed 
through revolutionary changes in the technique of production. The 
resources that are likely to be devoted to capital investment are far 
from adequate to secure any really substantial improvement in living 
standards, or to narrow the tremendous gap between the actual levels 
of productivity in European industry and the levels that could be 
reached if the capital equipment and organization of production were 
improved to standards comparable with those in the United States. 
Current industrial trends suggest, moreover, that most European 
countries aim at achieving a greater diversification in their industrial 
Structure in order to reduce their dependence on imports, which is 
liable to involve the loss of some of the inherent advantages of special- 
ization and large-scale production. The changes in the commodity 
pattern of intra-European trade, the distribution of investment in fixed 
capital in the different countries, and the long-term production plans, 
all provide evidence of this trend. 

The maintenance of high levels of employment will depend not only 
on the internal policies of the European countries, but on their con- 
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Europe’s Economic Progress during 1948 Surveyed for 
United Nations 


Extracts are given below from a summary of the main features of the Economic Survey of Europe in 1948, prepared by the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe, and received from the London headquarters of the United Nations. 


tinued ability to maintain the necessary supplies of raw materials from 
abroad. At the present this is only temporarily assumed through the 
financial assistance provided by the United States in the absence of 
which Europe could only have financed two-thirds of its overseas 
imports in the past year. 

The problem of the overseas balance of payments remains, therefore, 
the most threatening aspect of Europe’s economic situation even 
though the balance of payments deficit in 1948 was 2,000 million 
dollars, or one-quarter lower than in 1947. While in part the future of 
Europe’s overseas payments problem will depend on the prospective 
world supplies of primary products—and reasons can be seen why the 
trend of prices for primary produce may favour Europe in the future— 
any discernible trends are likely to be outweighed by the influence of 
the trade and lending policies of the United States. 

In particular the restoration of currency convertibility, and thus of 
multilateral world trade, can only be envisaged if the uncovered 
surpluses in the United States balance of payments are eliminated. 


Pattern of International Trade 


Dealing with problems of international trade, the Survey states inter 
alia: In 1948 there was a further remarkable increase in Europe’s trade, 
characterized by a relatively greater expansion of exports in relation to 
production and a relative decline in imports. More significant even 
were the drastic shifts which occurred in the pattern of trade, particu- 
larly with regard to the trade of overseas countries. 

The following figures, calculated in terms of United States dollars 
in 1938 purchasing power, characterized some of the main trends : 

Overseas exports increased by $770 million or nearly 30 per cent. and 
exceeded the pre-war volume by 5 per cent. Overseas imports fell by 
$360 million or 6 per cent. and were in 1948 6 per cent. above 1938. 
Within total imports from overseas, there was a sharp fall of nearly 
$1,000 million or some 30 per cent. in imports from the United States 
and Canada, and a rise of over $600 million or 20 per cent. in imports 
from other overseas sources. The United Kingdom alone accounted 
for 55 per cent. of Europe’s total overseas exports in 1948 and her over- 
seas exports were 47 per cent. above the pre-war level. The rise in 
the United Kingdom’s exports overseas has more than offset the fall in 
Germany’s overseas exports which in 1948 were still only 8 per cent. 
of the pre-war volume. The overseas exports of other European 
countries, with the exception of the Eastern European countries and 
the U.S.S.R. were between 13 and 18 per cent. above the pre-war level. 
An increasing proportion of overseas exports went, however, to 
currency areas affiliated to Europe. 

The volume of intra-European trade has also risen by some $1,000 
million or 25 per cent., though it still remains some 30 per cent. below 
its pre-war volume. ‘The low level of intra-European trade could be 
accounted for, however, by the low level of trade with Germany. If 
trade to and from Germany is excluded the trade of other European 
countries with each other was virtually restored to the pre-war level. 
The increase in intra-European trade was a significant factor in 
enabling Europe to reduce her imports from overseas. 

Thus the trends of trade in 1948 showed a marked progress towards 
equilibrium. While overseas imports show a declining trend, the 
expansion of exports proceeded at a steady rate of almost 30 per cent. 
annually in the last two years, and if this rate of export expansion were 
maintained, the value of exports in 1948 prices would become equal to 
the 1948 level of imports towards the end of 1950. It should be borne 
in mind, however, that although the maintenance of this rate of 
expansion appears to be well within the possibilities of production, the 
problem of enlarging overseas export markets is likely to exert an 
increasingly important influence. 

A striking feature of the increase in trade was that, whereas total 
exports expanded more rapidly than industrial production, there was a 
relative decline in imports in relation to production—the expansion of 
production in 1948 was achieved with a relatively lower dependence 
on imported raw materials than either in 1947 or 1938. 

The commodity structure of trade remained very different from that 
of 1938, though compared with 1947 it showed a general tendency to 
return to the pre-war pattern. Manufactured goods made up a much 
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larger proportion of total trade than before the war. Imports of food 
and raw materials were significantly below the pre-war volume due 
to the fact that imports from European sources were only two-thirds 
of pre-war levels. In relation to 1947, however, imports from 
European sources made up a larger proportion of the total. In manu- 
factured goods there were striking reductions in all categories in 
imports from overseas, and striking increases in overseas exports. In 
intra-European trade, on the other hand, trade was increasingly 
concentrated on capital goods, while the volume of trade in consumer’s 
goods or in non-essential goods—such as motor cars, textiles or soap 
and perfumery—showed a steadily declining trend, Europe’s exports of 
manufactured goods to overseas reached 17 per cent. above pre-war in 
1948. 


Prices in International Trade 


In the past three years, the prices of Europe’s imports have risen 
faster than the prices of Europe’s exports with the result that Europe’s 
terms of trade have steadily deteriorated. In 1948 the cost of imports 
from overseas was about 10 per cent. higher than pre-war in terms of 
exports. ‘This deterioration in the terms of trade made the adverse 
balance of trade in 1948 about $1,000 million greater than it would 
have been at 1947 prices. 

The main cause of this deterioration has been the rise in the world 
market prices of food-stuffs and raw materials (which form the bulk of 
Europe’s imports) in terms of manufactured goods (which form the 
bulk of exports). There is no longer, however, a single world market 
price for commodities in the old sense of the word, because under the 
system of inconvertible currencies, a large proportion of post-war trade 
has been conducted on the basis of bilateral agreements, each of which 
may have its own level of prices. The ruling prices in the United 
States—the largest convertible currency market—are perhaps the best 
available indicators of world price movements. In the United States, 
the prices of foodstuffs had risen by about two-thirds and the prices 
of industrial materials by about one-third in terms of finished manu- 
factures by the beginning of 1948. Since then, the prices of foodstuffs 
have shown a declining trend, so that at the end of 1948 both food- 
stuffs and raw material prices were about one-third higher than before 
the war in relation to manufactures. 

Had Europe conducted all its post-war trade at the prices ruling in 
the United States, the deterioration in Europe’s terms of trade would 
have been far greater—both in 1947 and 1948 the deterioration would 
have been 27 per cent. in relation to pre-war, rather than the 2 per 
cent. in 1947 and the 10 per cent. in 1948, which actually took place. 

The terms of trade of the United Kingdom, whose trade presents 
special characteristics, would have experienced under these circum- 
stances a deterioration of between 40-50 per cent. instead of the actual 
deterioration of around 16-18 per cent. 

An analysis of the facts which mitigated the deterioration in Europe’s 
terms of trade has considerable significance for future developments. 


Dollar and Sterling Price Differences 


One factor—and this was mainly important in the case of the United 
Kingdom—was that as a result of long term contracts and bulk purchase 
agreements, foodstuffs and raw materials were obtained at prices con- 
siderably below those ruling in the United States for the same pro- 
ducts. ‘There are indications, however, that with the intensification 
of European demand for imports from non-dollar sources, particularly 
from the Sterling Area, the price differentials between dollar and 
non-dollar overseas areas are becoming considerably smaller. 

The other and more important factor was that the rise in the prices 
of Europe’s exports was considerably greater than the rise in the prices 
of corresponding commodities in the United States markets. The fact 
that European countries have nevertheless succeeded in achieving a 
large expansion of exports is to be explained by the circumstance that 
Europe’s export expansion has taken place largely in areas where on 
account of political or monetary affiliation, or simply the dollar 
shortage, competition with American manufactures was limited. 
European export prices have frequently been high not only in relation 
to American prices, but to domestic costs of production and the home 
market prices for the same goods. 

The United Kingdom’s export prices appear to have been appreci- 
ably lower than those of other European countries, although still 
appreciably higher than the prices ruling in the United States. 

The large deficit which characterized Europe’s balance of payments 
with the outside world since the war was very substantially reduced in 
1948. The overall deficit has fallen from $7-6 billion in 1947 to 
$5-6 billion in 1948, or about one-quarter. Furthermore, the reduc- 
tion was concentrated at the point where the deficit had been greatest 
—in transactions with the United States. Europe’s balance of 
payments deficit with the United States declined from $5-7 billion in 
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1947 to $3-6 billion in 1948. The deficit with other oy 
increased slightly by $100 million. 

Improvement in the merchandise account was responsible f 
approximately $1-3 billion of the total reduction of $2 billion 4 
would have accounted for a further reduction of $1 billion had th 
terms of trade not deteriorated between 1947 and 1948, ” 

Invisible transactions accounted for the remaining reduction 
$700 million, showing an improvement from an unfavourable “ei 
of about $100 million in 1947 to a favourable balance of $600 million 
in 1948. A major factor influencing the movement in invisib 
transactions was the decisive improvement in Europe’s shippi ; 
account in which the net out-payments of $400 million in 1947 = 
replaced by net receipts of $300 million in 1948. 

Four-fifths of the total overseas deficit in the balance of Payments 
was incurred by eight Western European countries—Belgium, France 
Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the United 
Kingdom. The United Kingdom, which had the largest deficit 
previously, has shown the largest improvement in its balance of pay. 
ments between 1947 and 1948. The next largest deficit was that of 
France, which was only moderately reduced in 1948. 

On the other hand, Western Germany has a greater excess of 
imports over exports than in the previous year, and more than three. 
quarters of the German deficit was in trade with the United States, 

Among the European countries, only two—the U.S.S.R. and Spain 
—had favourable trade balances with the United States in 1948. 


CTSEAS areas 


Movements in Overseas Trade 


A study of Europe’s overseas exports shows that the volume of 
exports to the United States has only risen by 19 per cent. as compared 
with 1947, and was still only 81 per cent. of the 1938 volume, which 
itself was extremely low. In relation to 1937, the volume of exports 
in 1948 was only 60 per cent. The commodity composition of 
Europe’s exports to the United States shows that they consist largely 
of specialized items such as whisky, wines, furs, precious stones, works 
of art, etc. Trade is conspicuously small in products representing a 
cross section of goods which Europe is able to supply to the world in 
general. 

By contrast, European exports to soft currency areas, particularly to 
currency areas affiliated to Europe, show a marked increase in compari- 
son with pre-war. 

Europe’s imports from overseas show a sharp reduction in imports 
from the United States of $1-4 billion, or almost 30 per cent. in volume, 
In 1948 Europe’s imports from the United States were still 45 per cent. 
above the 1938 volume, but the increase is almost entirely accounted for 
by the extraordinary relief and assistance programmes into Germany, 
Austria and the Mediterranean countries. Imports into other 
European countries were little, if at all, higher than in 1938. The 
continued high level of grain imports was another cause preventing the 
volume of imports from the United States from falling back to the 1938 
level. The decline in imports from the United States to Eastem 
Europe was primarily the result of the United States export licensing 
policy. The operation of this export control system, whose object 
had previously been to protect the domestic economy of the United 
States, became increasingly affected by military and _ political con- 
siderations following the deterioration of relations between the Soviet 
Union and the United States. 

Over the same period, Europe’s imports from other overseas areas 
increased by $2-4 billion, only a relatively small part of which, how- 
ever, seems to be accounted for by a shift in sources of supply from the 
United States to other areas. ‘The decline in imports from the United 
States occurred primarily in those products in which previously total 
imports were abnormally large and the reductions were not usually 
compensated for by increased imports of the same commodities from 
other sources. 

A notable feature of the increase in imports from overseas areas 
other than the United States was the increased importance of the 
Sterling Area whose share in Europe’s total imports rose from 21 to 
28 per cent. between 1947 and 1948. 


How the Deficit was Financed 


Europe relied on all three of the possible ways of financing th 
overall balance of payments deficit—gifts, loans and the liquidation o! 
gold and other assets—though in 1948 the emphasis shifted markedly 
to grants-in-aid under the European Recovery Programme. The 
total amount of external finance provided in 1948 was very much 
smaller than in 1947. This reflects in part the reduction in Europes 
current account deficit but also a reduction in outward capital move- 
ment from Europe. ‘Towards the end of 1948 several countries wert 
able to register a slight increase in their dollar reserves. 

The total dollar resources utilized by European countries, including 
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the liquidation of their own assets, exceeded by almost $2°3 billion the 
aggregate trade deficit with the United States in 1948. A part of this 
sum, perhaps’ of the order of $1 billion, was required to settle trade 
accounts with other overseas countries. The remainder financed out- 
ward movement of capital from Europe. These capital outlays 
included not only investment for development purposes, but also a 
debt reduction and a substantial amount of capital flight which escaped 
direct recording. 

A possible return towards the pre-war pattern of trade may be 
indicated by the fact that the dependent territories of Western European 


countries moved towards a trading surplus with the United States. 


Intra-European Trade and Payments 


The overall volume of intra-European trade increased by about 
25 per cent. in 1948, the sharpest relative increase taking place in trade 
between Eastern European countries which, though very small before 
the war, reached almost three times its pre-war volume. 

Trade among Western European countries, which accounted for 
almost three-quarters of total pre-war intra-European trade, remained 
well below the pre-war volume though it registered an increase of some 
20 per cent. last year. 

Trade between Eastern and Western European countries also showed 
a substantial increase in 1948 but remained well below pre-war levels. 

The relatively low volume of trade among Western European 
countries and between Eastern and Western Europe was largely 
accounted for by the sharp fall since pre-war of the trade with Germany 
and Austria. ‘The trade of these two countries with Western Europe 
was less than one-third of its pre-war volume and, although trade 
among other Western European countries increased between 1947 and 
1948 and reached its pre-war level, it did not make up for the short-fall 
in their trade with Germany. 

Trade between Eastern and Western Europe, excluding Germany 
and Austria, reached 63 per cent. of the 1938 level. Including Ger- 
many and Austria, this trade reached only 42 per cent. of its pre-war 
volume. 

There was a general tendency to cut down on purchases of non- 
essentials and to increase trade in food (particularly basic products), 
coal, steel, machinery and other capital equipment. ‘Trade in 
consumer goods definitely declined in many instances. Nevertheless, 
trade in foodstuffs and industrial materials, which constituted 70 per 
cent. of pre-war intra-European trade, was still proportionately low in 
relation to trade in manufactured goods. 

Intra-European trade in 1948 still suffered from payments difficulties 
which were due to the fact that trading relations did not form a self- 
liquidating pattern. Most trading countries continued to have 
unbalanced debtor and creditor positions, which in some cases involved 
the downward balancing of trade. 

In the latter part of the year, the financial difficulties in the trade 
among the Western European countries were relieved through the 
drawing rights established under the European Recovery Programme. 
The total balancing under this scheme amounted to roughly 10 per 
cent. of the gross volume of trade among Western European countries 
in the last quarter of 1948. 

The United Kingdom developed a large export surplus in her trade 
with Western Europe and an import surplus in her trade with Eastern 
Europe. This strengthened the pound as an international means of 
payment and may mark the emergence of a new multilateral trading 
pattern based on limited sterling transferability. 

_ These developments helped to permit the maintenance or increase of 
intra-European trade where reductions would otherwise have been 
necessary. 


Western E uropean Trade 


As a result of the changes in trade within Western Europe one of the 
most notable developments in the year was the change in the United 
Kingdom’s position from the biggest debtor in intra-European trade 
to one of the major creditors, though it continued to have persistent 
deficits with Belgium and Switzerland. 

Belgium and Switzerland continued as major creditor countries, but 
showed less willingness to grant new credits and tended towards a 
closer balancing of their accounts with other countries. Italy also 
showed a surplus of exports over imports in its intra-European trade, 
but this was due to its very low level of imports from Europe and not 
to the size of its exports as compared with pre-war which tended to 
decline somewhat in 1948. 

France developed a deficit position far larger than its moderate 
surplus of imports would suggest largely as a result of the changed 
distribution of French exports, which showed a marked switch to 
French overseas territories, despite the fact that imports from those 
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territories dropped, and also as a result of under-valuation of exports 
and over-valuation of imports, non-repatriation of the proceeds of 
exports and diversions to the black market of receipts from tourist 
expenditures and other invisible payments. By the end of 1948, how- 
ever, there were signs that France’s position was improving. 

The Netherlands experienced great difficulties in its transactions 
with Belgium which were somewhat eased by the large drawing rights 
established by Belgium in her favour under the O.E.E.C. Payments 
scheme. Norway also experienced difficulties in her transactions with 
Belgium which she relieved by a reduction by one-half of her imports 
from that country. There was a continued deterioration in her dollar 
position and a further running down of sterling balances. 

Sweden’s payments position deteriorated in the first half of the year 
but then tended to improve as a result of severe import restrictions, 
increased exports and a decline in internal inflationary pressure. 

In general, the increase in Western European trade was largely 
accounted for by increases in three countries—the United Kingdom, 
Germany and the Netherlands—only minor increases being registered 
by some other countries while the trade of certain countries declined. 

The increase in trade between Eastern and Western Europe was 
mainly due to an increase in exports from Eastern Europe which 
resulted in a considerable surplus of exports over imports in intra- 
European trade. The United Kingdom takes the largest share of 
Eastern European exports and is also the most important source of 
supply. Germany is the principal country whose trade with Eastern 
Europe has declined; the Scandinavian countries show the largest 
increases in their Eastern European trade. 

It appears that the most significant changes in 1948 were increased 
deliveries of grain, timber and coal from East to West, particularly in 
grain imports from the U.S.S.R. and coal from Poland. Exports of 
iron, steel and machinery from the United Kingdom to Eastern Europe 
declined. 

The large number of trade agreements concluded between Western 
and Eastern European countries for 1949 or longer periods point to a 
considerable expansion of East-West trade in the future, mainly in 
increased food deliveries from the East and increased exports of 
machinery and equipment from the West. The agreement between 
the United Kingdom and Poland, providing for an each way exchange 
of 524 million dollars over five years, is of major significance for the 
expansion of East-West trade. 
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London Fashion Fortnight Opens 


Goldsmiths’ Hall, Foster Lane, E.C., in co-operation with the 
Jewellery and Silverware Council, 8 to 10 p.m. on Tuesday, 
May 24. 
The London Model House Group. A reception at His 
Majesty’s ‘Tower of London at 8 p.m. on Thursday, May 26. 
The Rayon Industry Design Centre. A display of fashion 
accessories at 1 Upper Grosvenor Street, W.1, held daily from 
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Britain’s Overseas Trade 


General for Northern Ireland, respectively). Counsel’s fees will be 
shared equally between the trader and the Commissioners. 


The procedure, which will be operative forthwith, is intended to 
provide an inexpensive, informal and speedy means of obtaining an 
independent and authoritative opinion on the proper interpretation of 
the Purchase Tax Schedule, or on the proper rate of tax applicable, 
when traders take a different view from the Commissioners and the 


14 May 
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ar 

Next Week in April on Ma 

of Trade, 

THE programme for the London Fashion Fortnight, which is to take PROV ISIONAL returns of United Kingdom overseas trade in April dom mus 
place from May 16 to May 27, has now been published and is avail- shows that exports amounted to £137-4 million, which is oe March, * 
able at the London Fashion Fortnight Information Bureau, Dorland million lower than the record figure in March and the lowest since last would - 
Hall, Lower Regent Street, London, S.W.1. September. Owing to the Easter holidays April was a short month United a 

Overseas buyers and overseas press representatives who have of 24 working days, but even so the daily rate was 3-4 per Cent. lowe goods w« 
accepted invitations to the Fortnight will have received copies of the than in March and 2:3 per cent. below that in February (which also for = 
programme, which opens with a message of welcome from the contained 24 working days). and our 
President of the Board of Trade. In this message visitors are assured Imports compared with the previous month fell by £2-3 million t “Red 
that “‘the British Fashion Industry has a contribution to make to the £187-6 million (provisionally), but were otherwise higher than in an, | mote if’ 
world market, not only in its traditional sphere of beautiful fabric and . ¥ my) ; 

age : dees peacetime month. our own 
fine tailoring, but also in that of style and fashion. — =e we had 

Attention is drawn to the place which London is taking beside Paris __. Re-exports were £5-5 million (provisionally) and the excess of Band tow 
and New York as a leading centre of fashion, whose special character- '™Ports over total exports was therefore £44-7 million—an increag position 
istic is a combination, in its creations, of elegance and wearability, °f £20°6 million over March and the highest since April last year, dislike t 
qualities which are translated by the British wholesale producer into battle. 
the typical London Style. D ‘ . f Dj since it 

The associations participating in the Fortnight are :— etermuination Oo isput was ma 

The Apparel and Fashion Industry’s Association, the British P es as to 
Fur Trade Alliance, the Guild of British Fashion Designers, the ° eye The « 
London Model House Group, the Mantle and Costume Manu- Liability for Purchase Tax tremend 
facturers Export Group. Mention is then made of ety" meme man’ FOLLOWING representations by the Federation of British Indus. fag 
which have collaborated in the Fortnight, especially the Associated tries, the National Union of Manufacturers and the Association of Te? 
Millinery Designers of London, the British Rayon Federation, British Chambers of Commerce the Chancellor of the Exchequer ha scope f 
the International Wool Secretariat and the Jewellery and Silver- authorized, as an experimental arrangement a procedure which it is — 
ware Council. hoped will promote the settl isp i pen =e 
: : sttlement of disputes between re 

The Information Bureau will be at Dorland Hall (by the courtesy vot hal oad yi ono: a nage oes. 0g poll waar prey nor mu 
of British European Airways), where a small staff will answer enquir- _|iability of goods to purchase tax by the submission of a joint case for oi? 
ies about the displays and their whereabouts, and give other help. the opinion of independent counsel, in cases where the trader agrees to eae 

, this course and the Commissioners are satisfied that the dispute does cain 
Special Events not involve a substantial amount of revenue or a point of principle. 

A number of special events are to take place in addition to the Where the Commissioners are not so satisfied, or the trader does not Time 
displays in the showrooms of the individual firms. Under this heading agree to make such a submission, it will still be open to either party, | and 
the following exhibitions and receptions are listed :— as it is at present, to test the matter in the High Court by seekinga | undert 

The Mantle and Costume Manufacturers export Group. A declaratory judgment (in Scotland, by an action of declaration in the | be dis¢ 
parade of women’s ready-made tailored coats and suits in the Court of Session) or by taking, or defending, an action for recovery f ‘eS!Stat 
Ballroom of Grosvenor House, Park Lane, at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, of tax. a Pc 

, : : ay, 
May 17. , Fashion I "a> ae be : The new procedure has been discussed with the three above- doubt 

Appare -~ a rey | s Association. A presentation mentioned organizations and it has been agreed that, where it is used, P i¢ Lan 
at the London Coliseum at 10.45 a.m. on Thursday, May 19. the parties should jointly take the opinion of an independent member F  o¢ the: 

The British Fur Trade Alliance. Parades in the Petit Salon,  o¢ the Bar selected, by agreement between the trader and the Con- inet 
vase oe a ig at 1 gh 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. missioners, from a panel nominated by the Attorney-General (in Fhe the 
Se ee ok ae ee ee Scotland and Northern Ireland, by the Lord Advocate and Attorney: 

The Guild of British Fashion Designers. A reception at a esis pny hee nregaaiat Mecee ners ee tioge , and th 


I 


THE 





May 17 to 27 (except Saturdays), between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. matter does not involve a major issue. The new procedure will not oR, 
The International Wool Secretariat. An exhibition of wool for @PPly to disputes as to value for which an arbitration procedure i ‘deal 
travel and holiday clothes, entitled ‘‘Going Places in Wool,’’ open already provided by section 21 of the Finance (No. 2) Act, 194. “y 
daily throughout the Fortnight (except Saturdays) between 10a.m. Nor will # affect a in Mz 
and 5 p.m. in the showroom at Dorland House, 18 Lower Regent applications for such relief from purchase tax as can be granted ae 
Street, S.W.1. only by amendment of the statutory Schedule ; or e cotton 
Of particular interest is the Government reception to be held on the Commissioners’ practice of obtaining the advice of specialist a pos’ 
May 17 at Lancaster House, the scene of a distinguished gathering trade associations on technical aspects of the interpretation 0! piece- 
during the first Fashion Fortnight in July 1948. the Tax Schedule. got 
The programme gives a section on the Apparel and Fashion ene —— the ir 
Industry’s Association which contains the names of its secretary and . : : equall 
assistant secretary, to whom enquiries can be made, the address of its London Fashion Fortnight—(Continued) 
offices and a list of the 77 member firms which are taking part in the. : 
display at the London Coliseum on May 19, as well as cummin its guests to witness the ceremony of the keys at the Tower of Lo Yi 
ilies hie alle abet diemenbiinies ae ee a . : on May 26, and the Guild of British Fashion Designers at — reas 
Similar information is given about the Mantle and Costume Manu- °°ePton, in the historic Goldsmiths’ Hall on May 24, guests ‘G “4 April 
facturers Export Group, together with a list of the 17 member firms "™@?D€quins wearing clothes designed by the 12 members of mie | ee 
3 eRAsce : cae : ~ and jewellery provided by the National Jewellers’ Association. The J the pi 
participating in the parade at Grosvenor House on May 17, the London ae d aa To 
Model House Group, composed of 12 member firms, which is inviting PTO®TaMmMe also contains an announcement of the parades presen ili 
, by the British Fur Trade Alliance, which consist of a collection of fur | millio 
(Continued at foot of next column) garments from the leading houses selected by a panel of experts. Ibs. 
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Redeployment in the Cotton 
Industry 


PEAKING at a conference on Time Study at St. Annes-on-Sea 
= May 6, Mr. John Edwards, Parliamentary Secretary to the Board 
of Trade, mentioned that in the course of this year the United King- 
dom must export at least £500,000 of cotton goods each day. In 
March, this was done for the first time since the war. Our effort 
would be needed most to gain and hold the markets of Canada and 
United States, the most competitive in the world. _To do this our 
goods would have to be outstanding in quality and in price. It was 
for this reason that we must be sure that our industry was as efficient 
and our production as high as we could make it. 


“Redeployment ’’ was not only essential because we must produce 
more if we Were to continue to export and yet make enough to meet 
our own needs (and last year we had at home only two-thirds of what 
we had before the war—and so went short, for example, of sheets 
and towels). It meant that we should really be getting into the best 
position to fight the battle of the dollar gap, and much as one might 
dislike the jargon, it would be nonsense to pretend that it was not a 
battle. ‘Time Study workers would be in the vanguard in that battle 
since it was on them that we should depend to see that the best use 
was made of our machinery and of our skill. 


The opportunities ahead for those versed in new methods were 
tremendous. In the spinning section of the industry a little over 
10 per cent. of the 600 mills in the industry had been redeployed. 
That meant that between 80-90 per cent. of this section offered 
scope for redeployment. Quite important districts had so far stood 
entirely aloof from it. We must not minimize either the strength 
or the validity of the resistance to new methods within the industry, 
nor must we make the mistake of assuming that such resistance is 
always illogical and baseless. It was natural for men and women 
everywhere to be suspicious of change. Before the war Lancashire 
had to face changes such as few industries in any country have 
weathered and survived. 


Time Study workers would have to see that changes were introduced 
as and when they were acceptable, and that the men and women who 
undertook them were acclimatized gradually. This might sometimes 
be discouraging, but it was against a background of doubt and often 
resistance that the changes were made which first gave Lancashire 
her pre-eminence. Her whole history would have been different if 
Kay, Crompton, Hargreaves and Arkwright had been daunted by the 
doubt and suspicion aroused by their great inventions. But equally 
if Lancashire had not come to accept and even to welcome the work 
of these pioneers, their discoveries would have been in vain. If 
Lancashire was to lead the world in productivity and skill there must 
be the fullest understanding between those who worked new methods 
and those who had to operate them. 


Export Achievement of Cotton 
Industry 


HE President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, has 
"sent the following letter to the Chairman of the Cotton Board, 
Sir Raymond Streat, about the export achievement of the cotton 
industry in March :— 

_“T cannot let the export achievement of the cotton industry 
in March pass without special comment. The value target set for 
the end of this year has already been achieved and the quantity of 
cotton piece-goods exports at nearly 90 million square yards makes 
a post-war record (coupled with a similar achievement in rayon 
plece-goods). 

“ May I ask you to convey my congratulations to all sections of 
the industry on their fine performance which I hope may yield 
equally successful results in the future.’’ 


Yarn Production in the Cotton Industry 


PRODUCTION of single yarn of all types during the week ended 
April 23 was 15-95 million Ibs., compared with 15-61 million Ibs. for 
the previous week. 

T otal production of yarn in the 16 weeks ended April 23 was 300-48 
million Ibs. 
lbs, 


The target for production during 1949 is 1,040 million 
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Jersey Fashion Wear Display 


THE second Jersey Fashion Wear Parade, organized by the Jersey 

Fashion Wear Section of the Apparel and Fashion Industry’s 
Association, was opened by the Secretary for Overseas Trade, Mr. 
A. G. Bottomley, at the Salon of the British Colour Council in Port- 
man Square, London, on Monday. The Parades took place twice 
daily during this week. 

Initiated in 1948, the parades were then confined to export buyers 
only. Invitations have been extended this year to both home and 
export buyers. The Parade was a good example of the uses to which 
jersey fabrics can now be put. The tailoring was outstanding. The 
Utility models were particularly applauded, as also were models for 
formal wear, including an evening gown in the ‘“‘ Empire style’’ in 
glowing red with white polka dots. Several styles for the older woman 
with larger hip sizes were shown. ‘The favourite colours appeared to 
be navy blue and white, and all shades of grey. 

Speaking at the opening, Mr. Bottomley welcomed the presence of 
the Commercial Counsellor for Canada, Mr. A. E. Bryan. Mr. 
Bottomley said that the growing popularity of knitted fabrics and 
garments was another illustration of the adaptability and initiative of 
British manufacturers. Wool jersey was a relatively new thing—it 
had grown up during the past thirty years. Before the war London 
merely shared in the European output of fabrics and garments, but 
now Britain had achieved a leading place in the manufacture of jersey 
fabric, and had introduced great technical improvements. The 
garment manufacturers were showing variety, taste and craftsmanship 
unequalled anywhere in the world. 

Recently a United Kingdom Clothing Mission consisting of repre- 
sentatives from the Apparel and Fashion Industry’s Association (which 
was the largest trade association concerned mainly with women’s wear) 
had spent a month in the large Canadian cities, investigating the market 
possibilities for British made-up clothing. Dress displays were 
arranged and very complimentary notices appeared about them in the 
Canadian Press. It was encouraging to know that the garments were 
highly appreciated in Canada. The desire was to export more of them 
there to help pay for foodstuffs and raw materials which Britain 
imported from Canada. 


Hints to Exporters 


Mr. Bryan, the Commercial Counsellor for Canada, said that he 
would like to give the manufacturers and exporters some advice on 
tackling the Canadian market. Canada was most anxious to take 
British goods, because she realized that unless Britain had sufficient 
dollars from her exports to Canada she could not afford to buy materials 
from Canada. 

Although a lot of publicity had been given to the need to export to 
Canada many people in this country were still not aware of the import- 
ance of Canada asamarket. Canada was probably the largest importer 
of manufactured goods in the world and the biggest individual 
importer of British woollen goods. Prices were a very important 
factor. Complaints were being heard in Canada that British 
prices were too high. In styles it should be remembered that 
Canadian preferences were based on the position in the United States, 
largely on the New York market. 

Delivery dates were very important. The nearness of the United 
States meant that she could beat the British on delivery dates, but the 
best advice he could give to British manufacturers was to quote firm 
dates and adhere closely to them. Canada was a country of vast 
distances, and a great deal of business was done by mail order. The 
stores printed their catalogues some time in advance, and prided them- 
selves that, if an article appeared in the catalogue, it could be supplied 
when the customer wrote in for it. Therefore the question of 
deliveries was very important indeed to them. Any fall-down on 
delivery dates was not calculated to make buyers place repeat orders. 

The rise in the price of woollen goods was one of the factors which 
had contributed to the rise in the cost of living in Canada. British 
woollen textiles had a high reputation in Canada and people would pay 
more for British textiles than they would for others. But the question 
of price was one which had to be most carefully watched, and costs 
reduced where possible. 

The offices of the Commercial Counsellor for Canada in this country 
(and there were four of them) had been put into reverse. Before the 
war, they existed to help Canadians to get imports into Britain. Now 
they wanted to do all they could to help exporters in this country to 
get their goods into the Canadian market. 

Mr. Bryan urged exporters to go to Canada and study the market for 
themselves wherever possible. 
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British Ind a? 
ritish Industry’s Progress Toward Export Targets 
HE table below shows the rate of export during the first quarter MontHLY Rates — 
of all commodities for which targets for the end of 1949 have ~~ cae in at carted — 
been set, together with comparable figures for the third and Third | Fourth |) First | 7 Chemica 
fourth quarters. Products Quarter | Quarter | Quarter Eni, — 
The value targets were based on the price levels ruling in the latter 1948 1948 | 1949 | Igy Hn rs 
part of 1948. In the next issue of the Board of Trade Journalacom- = ~~~ i UE eae 
parison will be made with the targets, for each of the main groups of ~ : millon Propt 
exports, in terms of volume Mining machinery  ... 0-27; O29 | 0:35 | O55 4 
“ Sic ‘ Ty — and other office machin- : oe 
ry .» | 0-28 0-31 0-30 0-35 
MONTHLY Rate s Postion and labelling machinery | O14 | O14 0-18 0-15 , 
- ie a ee eee, a eT =e Vacuum cleaners and other portable Oils, - 
Third Fourth First | Target electrical appliances ane ae 0-17 0-26 0-27 0-24 o 
Products Quarter} Quarter Quarter; End- Prime movers | Other 
1948 | 1948 1949 1949 I.C. engines ot ae 34 1-42 | 1-45 | 1-72 1722 y 
, Steam reciprocating ake ~ | 0-03 0-06 | 0-03 0-05 
£ million Turbines and condensers 0-20 0-19 | 0-22 0-35 
Food, drink and tobacco Printing and bookbinding mac hiner’ ry 0-60 0-63 0-79 0:55 — 
Whisky ‘ mi a 1-38 1:51 1-38 1:50 Paper-making machinery ... A 0-09 0-13 0-16 0-14 a 
Gin and other spirits on .. 0-09 0-11 0-14 G12 Pumps... : ee | 054 | O57 | 063 | 065 Seni 
Beer ... = ae £3 0-18 0-19 (0-23 0-42 Refrigerating machinery Ais +2 0-38 | 0-43 0-56 | 045 pean 
Refined sugar.. 1-40 1-24 1-47 1-00 Sewing machines and parts... : 0-50 | 0-43 | 0:39 0:35 re 
Chocolate and sugar confectionery... 0-45 | 0-80 0-63 0-65 Sugar-making and refining machiner} yy} 0-26 | 0-23 | 0-25 0-19 
Biscuits a e: 0-27 | 0-39 0-35 0-40 Textile machinery (except hosiery) | 2-92 | 2-95 3-49 3.00 Plat 
Other food and drink ve .. | 2:09 | 2-53 2-31 2-21 Hosiery machinery ... 0-20 0:25 O23 0% Glas 
Tobacco & Aad ee 1:35 | 1-52 1-62 1-45 Tobacco, cigar and ciga rette machin- | | | Don 
ToTAL ) 7-2] | 8-99 8-13 7-95 ery : dom oni 0-20 | 0-22 | 0-19 0°35 Oth 
Weighing machinery... i py 0-08 | 0-08 0-09 Ol 
Raw Materials Woodworking machinery 0-15 0-17 | 0-19 0-20 
Coal 4-09 4-18 3-61 | 6-00 Machinery belting Abr 
China clay ; ee se -- | O12 | 0-14 | 0-09 | 0-15 Balata and canvas 1h 0-14 0-13 0-01 0-03 As 
Cut staple fibre =... 9 =... O15 | O14 O14 | 0-40 Rubber and rubber and canvas . O13 O18 Cen 
7 Other raw materials ... 1:77. | 2-13 | 2-65 | 2-10 Other machinery _... sie aS 4-60 4-65 5-19 5:29 Oth 
TOTAL 6-13 | 6-59 | 6-49 8-65 ToTaL ... one vie --» | 19°92 20-94 23-90 | 23-0 
| | 
Manufactures of iron and steel aa 8-72 | 10-08 10-33 10-50 Vehicles, ships and aircraft Leath 
Private cars, including chassis te 4:69 | 5-24 5-33 5-50 Dr 
Non-ferrous metals Commercial vehicles, including Les 
Aluminium hollow-ware _... oe 0-08 0-09 0-11 0-11 chassis see | 336 | 3-35 3°64 3-50 
Other ... et as a 2% 4-26 5-30 5-69 | 3-8 Agricultural tractors," ‘complete (other | 
Tota, ... a oe nee 434 | 5-39 5-80 | 4-00 than track-laying)... 169 | 1:97 | 2-29 2-00 Papel 
Railway locos and rolling stock, ete. 2:09 | 2-02 2-39 2:05 
Implements and instruments, etc. | | Ships and boats ice se os 4-03 | 3-88 3:36 25 Rubb 
Cutlery (excluding spoons and forks) 0-21 0-20 | 0-20 | 0-35 Aircraft, including parts eee sao 4 ee 1-85 3°13 | 275 
Razor blades and razors... = 0-22 0-15 | 0-20 | 0-20 Motor cycles and parts | 0-60 | 0-63 0-70 | 0-75 Woo 
Needles 7 a 0-10 | 0-10 | 0-10 | 0-11 Pedal cycles and parts Pes ae | 1-50 | 1-62 | 1:89 | 1% 
Sensitized photographic material ...| 0-32 0-32 0-37 | 0-35 Other vehicles and motor parts | 2-20 2-07 2-46 | 2-00 Coke 
Medical, surgical, dental and similar Perambulators . aes | 0-03 | 9-03 | 0-04 0-08 
itimiontn e ae 0-15 0-18 0-25 Rubber tyres and tubes . | 0-95 104 | 1-2 | 1% Misoe 
Ophthalmic atiremnents ae 0-05 0-03 0-03 | 0-04 ToTAL ses See nes .-. | 28°05 | 23-70 | 26-44 24:13 Br 
Other scientific and photo: graphic | Bo 
instruments vee ee | 0-68 | (0-72 «| «(0-80 | «(0-75 Cotton | Ac 
Clocks and watches ... hy ney 0-10 0-12 | OL | O§15 Yarns ... cee tee + | 1-63 | 1-65 2:2] 1:85 Re 
Other manufactures... ... ... 1°78 1-96 2-03 2-00 Finished thread* ... .. | 0-99 | 116 1-05 | Lb Fl 
ToTAL ... =“ a si 3-56 3-75 4-02 | 4-20 Surgical dressings ... 0-10 | 0-13 0-14 0-10 KR 
Piece-goods and other manufactures | 9-50 10-13 | 10-95 | 12-00 Ge 
Electrical goods and apparatus TOTAL... tee tee | 12°22 | 13-07 14°35 15:10 Hi 
Wires and cables... .. | 2408 | 212 | 2-20 | 2-20 Je 
Wireless apparatus and ander | 9-93 | 0-96 | 1-04 1-32 Woollens and worsteds 
Tele -phone and telegraph omperaten | 1-08 | 1-23 1:25 | 1-40 Tops... eee eee nee nee | 189 1-38 1:36 | 16 
Lighting apparatus ... .. | 0-58 0-58 0-60 0-70 Yarns ... ae or 0-96 1-15 1: 35 1-70 8 
Batteries and accumulators. .| 032 | 6-35 0-40 0:38 Piece-goods, b lankets, ete. ... -- | 510 | 5-30 545 ) 6-00 L 
Electro-medical apparatus ... 0-03 0-03 0-04 0-05 Carpets mee pak “oe “+ | 0-89 | 0-82 0-90 | 130 P 
X-ray apparatus, etc. 0-06 0-08 | 0-08 0-12 Toran... vide as | 8-34 | 8-65 | 9-06 | 10-65 G 
Other products = i 1:15 | 1-20 | 1-25 1-33 é 
—_ ae inl .. | 618 | 6-55 6°86 | 7-50 Rayon and silk } | 7 
Rayon yarns and manufactures 3°45 | 3-22 | 3-74 4:30 
Machinery | Silk yarns and manufactures at | 0-14 | O15 | 0-13 0-15 ( 
Agricultural machinery (other than Torar ... tte ote ve | 359 3°37 | 3°37 4-45 I 
tractors and parts) = rae 0-48 0:56 | 0-57 0-55 I 
Air and gas compressors...  ... | 0-23 0-25 | +0-26 | 0-23  _ Miscellaneous textiles | | ; 
Water tube boilers ... 0-37 0-34 | 0-46 0-50 Linen yarns and manufactures __... 138 | 1-55 1:60 | 1-65 § 
Shell boilers and boiler- house plant ( ‘ordage, ete. ... ase 0-40 | 0-39 | 0-40 0-45 
accessories ... a 0-54 | 0-41 | 0-46 0-65 Jute yarns and manufactures en 0-28 | 0-28 | 0-22 0:25 y 
Conveycrs, cranes, hoiste, ete. see 0-77 | 0-75 | 0-89 0-92 Other products tte tee vee 0-13 |; 90:10 | 90-12 0-15 T 
Dairy machinery ... ... ... Ol O-1l | O15 0-09 ToTaL ... 8 «. ss 0s | SD | BBB | 296 20 ] 
Elec tric -al machine ery 2-41 2-75 | 3-45 2-85 | 
Bakers’ and confectioners’ machiner ary 0-15 0-20 | 0-20 | Ol] Apparel : ( 
Other food preparation machinery. 0-08 0-10 | 0-12 0-10 Knitted goods tee tee tee 1-31 | 1-34 1-19 1-70 
Furnace plant ; ue . | 007 | 0-08 | 0-08 | 0-12 Other clothing a ee eS 1-51 1-51 | 200 
Gas and chemical plant a Si 0-19 0:29 | 0-30 | 0-16 7OTAL ... = os ... | 280 | 2-85 2-70 3:70 — 
Grain milling machinery _... 0-17 0-18 | 0-18 6-18 | | | 
Machine tools (metal working), in- | Footwear oe tne one inf O81 0-61 | 0-50 0-90 , 
cluding parts and used machir es 1-18 1-35 | 61-41 | (1-45 (Continued on next page) 
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y 1949 
MontTsary Rates 
Third | Fourth | First | Target 66 BR R | S ks N a W/ S 9 
Products Quarter | Quarter | Quarter; End- 
1948 1948 1949 1949 
— € million TO COVER CANADA 
Chemicals, drugs, dyes, ete. 
Tange Disinfectants, insecticides, ete. ... 0-37 0-28 0-22 0-48 
End. Dve-stuffs, coal tar, finished .- | 0°64 0-68 0-87 0-75 
1949 Paints, pigments, colours, etc. —... 1-05 1-11 1-13 1-28 
Log ee aoe Con rer re = i Messrs. W. S. Lockwood Inc. have decided to postpone the issue 
0:55 Se dap and madiaines ns . | 0-89 0-91 1-09 1-90 of ‘* British News ”’ until September for the following reasons :— 
ToraL ... se S60 ove 7-37 7-14 7-51 9-00 1 To assure that the first issue is truly representative 
- f of all types of exportable British goods available to 
ls Oils, “yom aa te Mgt em American and Canadian buyers. 
0:24 re por re bd tie 0-55 0-57 0-56 0-80 2 To avoid introducing ‘‘ British News ’’ during the 
; Other oils, soap, etc.... ae ase 0-35 0-41 0-42 0-55 summer vacation period of June, July and August. 
= DOPAR ove ose aes | OD 0-98 0-98 1:35 3 To allow the necessary time to study and complete 
()-35 ives, ete. the research to expand our coverage to include 
055 ge eerematondy 0:93 1-00 1-12 1:40 leading Canadian buyers. The list-building studies 
4 Glazed tiles 0-20 0-20 0-21 0:27 to date result in a circulation of 20,000 instead of 
~~ Sanitary ware tee 0:27 0-29 0-32 0-33 10,000 originally planned. The firm names and the 
ty Ciaeee sat sefastecion $4 0-23 0-25 0-29 individuals to which ‘‘ British News’”’ is to be 
19 a pey ~— shes 7 _—_ mailed have been selected and classified by the staff 
0) Plate and sheet glass ’ 0-38 0-36 0-45 0-46 which has specialized in the problems of British 
4 Glass bottles, ete, ue ae -_ 0:07 0-07 0-08 0-10 Trade for many years. This is of the utmost import- 
35 Domestic and illuminating glassware | 0-14 0-14 0-13 0-22 ance to advertisers. 
+11 aay yh OR rie ea aa. pa pa The price of ‘‘ Show Windows ”’ in ‘‘ British News ”’ is being raised 
20 2 seaoaal to £25 per panel as from June 1. All British firms who have already 
Abrasives... ave 0-15 0-16 0-19 0-19 booked space can take advantage of the double circulation at the 
3 Asbestos manufacture 0-44 0-47 0-50 0-49 original price for contracts already placed. 
9 Cement oe .. re] a pe aan All orders placed by British Manufacturers before June 1 will be 
i) — 3.79 3.92 4-36 4-70 accepted by the United Kingdom representative, F. T. Clark, 
51/52 Chancery Lane, W.C.2, at £15 per panel. 
“ Leather and leather goods 
0 Dressed and undressed leather 0-58 0:65 0-70 0-81 
Leather manufactures ; aes 0-12 0-10 0-10 0-24 
7 TOTAL ... ver i oe = swe | O70 |: 0-75 | «0-80 | «(1-05 
4 Paper and paper manufactures see 1-84 1-97 2-00 2-15 
: Rubber manufactures (excluding tyres) | 0-51 0-54 0-55 0-67 
: Woodwork =... os, | ee wee | O18 | O17 | 0-18 | 0-20 
: Coke and manufactured fuel ... 0-54 0-71 0-78 0-60 
; Miscellaneous manufacturesf 
: Brooms and brushes... 0-14 0-13 0-14 0:25 
Books ... - aes 0-54 0-47 0-47 1-00 ; 
‘ Adhesive dressings ... 0-05 0-05 0-05 0-06 \ e 
; eotns felt ... 0-04 0-06 0-05 0-06 The — 
. oor coverings 0-65 0-56 0-53 4 : 
: Furs and fur skins 0-24 0-28 0:22 0-40 : Vacuum ae 
, ore glue a se) 0-06 0-04 0-03 ~4 i with the 
ard haberdashery (including combs 0-26 0-25 0-27 0- j ° ee 
Jewellery and goldsmiths’ and silver- Quali ty Finish 
4 ey set gas eattcaaiaaane 0-25 0-25 0-19 0-43 @ Modern design, strongly 
8 vs d fork nm Pa Pee 0-09 0-08 0:08 0-15 made, with a quality finish. 
lone a er 0-07 7 0-08 0-10 @ Fitted with a tested refill 
Senne aa saaae 0-10 re 0-13 0-14 of extra high thermal efficiency. 
Gramoph 1 ds ry ther , ‘ ; Hot or cold liquids retain their 
a temperature for unusually long 
musical instruments vee one | 0-22 0-31 0-23 0-35 periods 
) _ — (excluding per- ‘ 0-34 @ Canister made of stout gauge 
5 Oil bai a . eee ove 0-23 0-23 pe 0-25 steel, tinned to resist corrosion. 
| Plastic 1 terial: o pa + fe 0-45 Finished in durable enamel in a 
Polishes yey rr pA 0-17 0-15 range of attractive colours. aa 
| Sports goods ... s,s. ss | O18 | O16 | 0-17 | 0-24 See 
| oe (excluding paper and 0-42 @ Large plastic cup of pleasing 
| — an wn zie ee > Mi Pie 0-35 shape supplied in pastel colours. 
| Umbrellas can spo 0-05 0-08 @ Close grained cork with compo- 
| Pipes ... sae = 0-02 0-02 0-02 0-05 sition top. 
Mechanical lighters ... 0-04 0-04 0-04 0-05 MADE IN ENGLAND 
| —_ manufactures ... oz ae a an Model SC Export Enquiries to 
OTAL “7 7-83 . . e 
5 is VACCO SALES LTD. 
a tre .W.I| 
* Excludes hank thread. 55 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W 
, t Excludes goods sent by parcel post. 
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Seasonal Rises in Retail Sales in March 


ISES in turnover of both food and non-food goods raised the 

March retail sales index for the former group by 4 per cent. and 

the latter by 5 per cent. above the February figures, the rise in 
total sales being 5 per cent. The increase in food sales from the low 
January level was similar to the movement last year but for non- 
food sales it was much smaller than in recent years when compared 
with either February or January ; over the two months there was a 
fall in sales of household goods very much the same as a year before, 
but the off-setting rise in apparel sales was much smaller. A decline 
of 2 per cent. in sales of household goods between February and March 
was accompanied by a rise of 12 per cent. in apparel sales. 

Anewset of clothing coupons became valid on March 1 and rationing 
was lifted completely in the middle of the month, but the increases of 
14 and 5 per cent. respectively in sales of women’s and men’s wear 
were modest compared with rises at the beginning of previous coupon 
periods. Both the indices were, however, higher than the corres- 
ponding ones last year and if the abolition of rationing restores the 
pre-war pattern of trade further increases in sales in April and May 
would bring clothing sales this spring well above the 1948 level. 
Footwear sales recovered from the low February level with an increase 
of 17 per cent., but they were below those in March 1948. In all 
sections supplies reaching retailers were apparently more than equal 
to the increased demand and stocks rose in value by amounts varying 
from 1 per cent. for footwear to 20 per cent. for men’s and boys’ wear. 

Compared with the previous year food sales were 7 per cent. higher, 
a movement little different from the February rise but considerably 
less than the 12 per cent. increase recorded in the trading year 1948/49. 
Non-food sales were 5 per cent. up, a very much smaller rise than in 
the two previous months or the 17 per cent. increase for the last 
trading year. The increase in sales was shared by all areas. 


Increased Clothing Sales 


The rise of 12 per cent. in apparel sales in March brought the index 
6 per cent. above the level a year earlier, but little different from the 
average for the preceding twelve months. ‘These movements masked 
the very different behaviour of the three categories of women’s wear, 
men’s wear and footwear ; clothing sales since the beginning of the 
year were affected by modifications in the rationing system and its 
subsequent removal, whereas footwear sales have tended to settle into 
a seasonal pattern. 

Sales of women’s wear were 14 per cent. higher than in February 
and 11 per cent. up on March 1948, when a coupon release and the 
Easter holidays combined to raise them to a very early peak. For the 
two months February and March sales were 21 per cent. higher than a 
year earlier and with Easter falling in April this year the increase for 
the first quarter of the trading year will almost certainly be sub- 
stantially more. 

The easy supply of coupons and subsequent removal of rationing 
obviously had the most stimulating effect in Central London where 
sales were nearly a quarter higher than in February and 20 per cent. 
above a year earlier. 

For the sub-categories, rises over the year were all smaller than in 
February, due to high sales in March 1948. Underwear sales for the 
month were a quarter up, but for the first two months of the trading 
year they rose by a third ; similarly for outerwear the corresponding 
figures were 10 per cent. and 24 per cent. respectively. Much of the 
improvement in outerwear was due to the two London areas which 
reported increases of more than a fifth over March of last year. Dress 
material sales again showed considerable expansion (20 per cent.) after 
the relatively small movements throughout most of 1948. For the 
first time for almost two years millinery sales were lower than a year 
earlier, and the fall was reflected in every area. The figures provide 
evidence that the spending power released as a result of the rationing 
changes was concentrated on women’s wear, for which, except in the 
case of outerwear, the rises were all substantially more than for men’s 
and boys’ wear or for children’s wear. Only in Suburban London 
where there was a rise of 5 per cent., were sales in this last category 
more than 2 per cent. higher than in March last year and the rise for 
the country as a whole was less than 1 per cent. ; in February the 
increase was 37 per cent. and during the last trading year nearly a 
quarter. 

Stocks of women’s wear rose slightly during the month in spite of 
the high sales, but they were still lower in value than a year earlier. 


For women’s and children’s wear as a whole the fall in value amoun 

to 13 per cent. Stocks of children’s wear were 10 per cent. up ‘a 
for all the other groups there were decreases ranging from 7 pero 4 
for stockings to 22 per cent. for dress materials. vas 


Continued Rise in Men’s Wear 


Sales of men’s wear were apparently little affected by the changed 
coupon situation. Whereas in January and February they had been 
nearly 50 per cent. higher than a year earlier with a rise of 6 per cent 
between the two months, in March sales were up a further 5 per cent, 
but compared with the high March figure last year, the rise was only 
12 per cent. No area recorded a rise in sales of as much as 20 per 
cent. and in Scotland the increase was as small as 34 per cent, 

Stocks rose substantially during the month (20 per cent.) and were 
once more higher than a year earlier, although only by 4 per cent, 


Footwear Sales Recover 


Footwear sales in February were well down as a result of seasonal 
slackness perhaps increased by concentration of attention on clothing 
when wool garments were derationed. In March there was substantia] 
recovery, sales rising by 17 per cent., but nevertheless they were lower 
than a year earlier for the first time for two years with declines in al] 
areas. Footwear was still rationed in March last year and high sales 
followed the issue of a new set of coupons. This year a continued 
seasonal rise may be expected, and a better indication of the state of 
trade will come from a comparison of cumulative figures for the first 
three or four months of the trading year. 

Stocks continued their upward trend, but the rise during the month 
was small (about 1 per cent.). Compared with last year, the increase 
in value was over 20 per cent. 


Further Fall in Household Goods 


Sales of household goods were 2 per cent. lower in March than in 
the previous month and more than 10 per cent. below the average of 
the previous twelve months. No area reached the previous 12 months’ 
average although the index for Central London was only 1 point below 
as a result of a rise of 12 per cent. over February. Both the furniture 
and hardware indexes moved downwards in March, but the changes in 
the various areas were much spread and ranged from falls of more 
than 10 per cent. to increases of up to 24 per cent. 

Compared with a year earlier sales of household goods were in total 
2 per cent. higher, but, as has been usual in recent months, this has 
resulted from a rise in the furniture group and a fall in hardware. 
The changes in sales of almost 8 per cent. in each case were rather 
greater than in recent months, but the general pattern of movement in 
the areas was little different from that reported in February. 

Stocks continued to fall relative to a year earlier and at the end of 
March the value of goods held was about a quarter less than a year 
earlier for both furniture and furnishings and the hardware and 
electrical group. 


Other Goods 


In the remaining non-food categories sales and stocks can only be 
compared with those a year earlier, and the figures indicate n 
general movement in trade in these goods. 

Sales of chemists’ wares were 10 per cent. higher than in the previous 
March, a rather better result than in either January or February; 
stocks were a third higher over the year in contrast to falls in most of 
the past nine months. 

Musical instruments and music and miscellaneous goods were the 
other two groups of goods for which rises in sales were reported (14 and 
7 per cent. respectively). Stocks were down slightly in the musical 
group but over 10 per cent. up in miscellaneous. 

In the remaining three categories of books, jewellery and fancy 
goods, and sports and cycles, both sales and stocks were lower than 
year earlier. 


Higher Food Sales 


Since the end of the war, and indeed also before the war, food sales 
have tended to rise to a small peak in March, This year sales of food 
were 4 per cent. higher than in February, 6 per cent. higher than in 

(Continued at foot of page 1000) 
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Changes in Value of Retail Trade 
a 
Midlands | London- 
Scotland | North- | North- and South | Central | London |} Great Great Great 
East West South of and West} Sub- | Britaint Britaint Britain 
Wales | England End urban 
Unted 
», but 
ce e e 
Percentage changes compared with a year earlier 
Cumulative 
anged weekly sales Stocks at 
been WEEKLY SALES IN MARCH February- cost at end 
‘cent, March March 
cent.,, | 
only Food and perishables :— 
0 Groceries and —— + 6-0 + 50 + 71 + 7:6 + 8-6 +10°5 +11-6 + 7:8 + 8-6 * 
‘ Bakery ... + 35 | +83 | —39 | 420-0 | 417-9 | +198 | +266 | +10-9 + 66 * 
Wines, spirits, beer, eto. _ * — 3-7 ” — 94 | —23-7 — 30 | —11-0 — 7:8 * 
Were Fresh meat... —61 | +98] — 36 | +04] +98 /| + 14) —O01 | + 14 + 18 . 
t. Fish, poultry and game a OF | ue TH | ed f SE | ~ BS | de | ~~ BE | em ES — 6-9 . 
Fresh milk +12-6 +12:-7 +20-5 +21:3 +24-8 * +255 +20-4 +18-8 = 
Fruit, vegetables and flowers .. — 48 +17-0 +21-6 +30-4 | —36 | —33 | —116 | — 1:8 — 2-7 . 
Sweets and chocolate ... +45-9 +72:1 +65-6 +659-2 +72-0 +19-2 +61-4 +41-2 +42-7 = 
Tm Tobacco and tobacconists’ goods +47) +47] 4122 | +115 | +80] +05 | —30 |] + 36 + 40 * 
| Cafe and restaurant —13 | +25 | + 21 +121 + 54 | + 64 | +125 | + 63 + 66 * 
nti, 
Ower Total—Food and perishables§$ + 49 + 6-0 + 91 + 9-9 + 7:5 + 4-9 + 8-6 + 7-4 + 76 + 8-8 
in all 
Sales 
nued Non-food merchandise :— 
Women’s and children’s wear$ + 6-7 + 6-8 + 9-7 +11-2 +11-9 +20-3 +11°5 +11-0 +20-6 —13-2 
r of (i) Women’s outerwear +18] + 2-7 | +4105 | + 8:9 | +102 | 423-4 | +205 | +103 423-7 —13-4 
it (ii) Women’s underwear «. | +28°9 +22°8 +22-1 +22°3 +22-2 +34-4 +20-2 +24-7 +33-3 —10-8 
(iii) Women’s stockings and socks... | +21-1 + 9-9 + 3-9 +25-9 +256 +17-2 +28°7 +169 +27-2 - — 7:4 
onth (iv) Millinery, haberdashery, etc. ... | —14-6 | — 2-2 | — 2-7 | —13 | —13 | —0-7 | —19 | — 28 — 03 —19-8 
ease (v) Girls’ and children’s wear + 2-0 + 0-1 + 0-7 +20 | —05 | — 0-9 + 4-7 + 0:8 +123 + 9-8 
(vi) Dress materials ... o + 5-9 + 5-4 +20-2 +15-3 +16-9 +33-0 + 9:5 + 20-4 +25-2 —22-0 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... + 3-6 +10-2 +11-0 +15-3 +17°5 +16-9 + 8-0 +12-3 +23-4 + 4-2 
; Footwear§ mae —11:3 —15:8 —15-7 —10-3 —10-6 —13-9 — 8-7 —14:8 — 58 +22-4 
nin (i) Goods —15-4 —18-6 —17-4 —10-4 —10-9 —13-9 — 55 —15-9 — 6-3 * 
- (ii) Repairs — 48 — 5-7 + 0-7 + 4:3 — 0-8 | —12-3 — 3-0 — 16 — 4:7 * 
ths’ 
low Furniture and furnishings . — 2-6 +10-7 +15-1 + 7:8 +11°5 + 49 — 2-4 + 7:6 + 6°5 —23-0 
ture Hardware, electrical and radio — 0-4 — 41 — 8-2 — 33 — 8-6 —17°8 — 73 — 7:9 — 68 —26-3 
3 in Musical instruments and music +22-7 +88°8 +236 | +136-1 +11-0 —29-6 +25°9 +143 +21+1 — 0-6 
Lore Books and stationery ... + 66 + 6-9 + 61 + 6-1 — 6:3 —14:0 + 81 — 23 — 12 —22-2 
Jewellery, leather and miscellaneous - pan 
fancy goods ... “4 . | + 9-4 — 3-7 — 2-9 — 3-9 — 9-5 —16-8 —12-7 — 9-0 — 9 —32:- 
otal Chemists’ wares | + 46 +11-0 — 10 + 5:7 + 43 + 1-2 +11-3 + 9-8 + 7:7 +33-7 
has Sports and cycles .. | —116 | +02 | —812 | —69 | +148 | —26-8 | + 2-8 | —12-1 — 56 — 8-9 
te Miscellaneous and unspecified... «. | +10°6 + 7:3 +11-8 + 1-9 + 9-8 +12-2 + 3-1 + 7:3 + 3-9 +11-5 
her 
tin Att Non-roop Goops ses | + 0-3 + 2:3 + 4-4 > 5:5 + 5-9 + 7-1 + 3-4 + 6-2 +10-0 | — 0-7 
‘of Aut MrrcHanpise .| +30} + 46 | +68 ) +83 | +69] +66] +70 | + 65 + 86 — 01 
eat 
and 
Percentage changes in weekly sales for February-March 1949 compared with ne 1948 
——— | l a | . 7 Ps Vis oe “ee | 
b Food +47 | +67 | +80 | +102 | + 81 | + 35 {| + 83 | =. a 
. Non-food +56 | + 87 | +92 | 412-7 | 413-1 + 9:8 | 410-0 | | +100 
All merchandise... eee | +50 | +74 ] + 86 | tut | +98 | +82 | +88 | | + 86 | 
Jus | | 
y; ae - a = ae ——_- 
- Percentage changes in value (at cost) of total stocks at end March 1949 compared with end March 1948 
he = —————___——_—__— — — 
| 
: All merchandise... =a 5 ae | — 28 | — 55 | — 71 | + 4:7 | — 8-0 | —23-2 + 8-0 | | | — 0-1 
: | 
cy 
a Index Numbers of Total Employees—January 1947—100 
Employment :— | | 
January as eas re ai 96 107 99 103 106 106 103 104 | 
es February i me aes eee 96 107 99 101 105 105 101 104 i 
od March ... soe eee oe Pos 95 106 100 101 106 107 102 103 
in 
0) * Not available. § Including some goods for which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. + Including unallocated sales, 
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Index Numbers of Sales per Week and of Apparel Stocks _— 
(Average for 1942 = 100) =, 
| ee as a Ww 
Sales per week ! Apparel Stocks (end of month) the a 
| Household Non-food } Women’s Men’s and om 
Month Apparel Goods Merchandise Food Total i Wear Boys’ Wear Footwear Total or oC 
1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948-| 1947-| 1948- | 1947-| 1948-/ 1947-| 1948- | 1947-| 1948-| 1947 toyg. earlie 
1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 || 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 mont! 
a wy I a 
July 140 | 185 | 232 | 245 | 152 | 184 | 138 | 154 | 142 | 164 || 123 | 112 | 99 | 115 | 95 | 175 | 113 | 443 
August . 117 159 228 241 | 135 | 164 136 149 136 156 | 122 110 106 117 106 175 116 | 139 Nosed 
September ... 155 196 276 259 172 193 137 151 150 167 | 132 120 110 128 97 148 124 | 143 ks 
October 188 217 281 282 191 212 141 152 161 176 130 117 115 137 108 161 125 | 149 
November ... 195 | 224 | 299 | 283 | 217 | 2299 | 140 | 154 | 171 | 184 || 194 | 121 | 116 | 143 | 114 | 165 | 129 | 14g Wenn 
December ... 188 257 290 306 235 293 | 149 170 180 215 116 107 103 lll 117 151 115 | 193 Mea's 
January 130 | 167 | 245 | 248 | 152 | 176 | 138 | 148 | 143 | 158 | 109 | 99 | 125 | 118 | 129 | 160 | 118 | 195 os 
February 129 173 231 233 153 179 145 156 148 165 || 130 111 122 110 154 179 142 | 149 Hard 
March 182 193 224 228 179 188 151 162 162 173 | 131 114 127 132 148 181 145 | 149 
April 165 268 173 146 157 141 127 168 156 — 
May 180 229 181 154 165 | 128 133 165 148 
June 194 240 185 153 165 | 131 130 175 153 Note 
Yearly Average | Ts 
1947... Re «.- | 150 237 165 135 147 | 116 94 96 109 ae 
1948... : 185 254 192 151 167 | 121 126 160 142 mae 
Sa 
stock 
T 
cent 
Index Numbers of Sales per Week 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 
Midlands South London— 
Scotland North-East | North-West and of Central and | London— Great 
South Wales} England West End Suburban Britaint 
\ ! J ] 
1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 | 1948 | 1949 B 
Non-food merchandise : | | wae 
Average of 12 months to February 157 | 185 | 165 | 196 | 153 | 177 | 159 | 192 | 181 216 | 228 | 243 | 180 | 210 | 169 | 19% = 
January ... wus — = 136 168 161 189 144 162 154 182 168 201 196 218 152 175 152 | 176 
February 137 156 148 175 131 153 148 182 157 196 187 213 158 191 153 | 179 
March .. 173 175 187 191 164 171 185 195 | 202 | 214 | 221 236 | 200 | 207 179 | 188 var 
Of which :— Un 
Apparelt £1, 
Average of 12 months to February 148 ; 180 148 183 136 165 136 175 154 195 214 246 158 203 155 | 192 £10 
January eee one aoe ove | Ae 157 127 160 119 144 120 155 128 171 185 229 123 169 130 | 167 £50 
February 126 151 126 160 114 144 117 162 125 176 163 | 219 125 177 129 | 173 $10 
March ... bee 173 174 179 181 157 162 171 183 181 194 | 221 255 195 | 206 | 182 | 19 $1, 
Household goods* ; 
Average of 12 months to February | 199 | 214 | 240 | 261 | 225 | 242 | 255 | 278 | 270 | 283 | 264 | 254 | 260 | 258 | 245 | 255 To 
January Sis die ows ae 210 261 277 220 221 269 281 280 286 248 243 215 200 | 245 | 248 
February 196 187 | 232 | 239 | 219 | 230 | 240 | 251 245 | 257 | 247 226 | 233 | 226 | 231 | 233 
March ... ae 193 190 | 237 | 247 | 207 | 223 | 235 | 244 | 247 | 260 | 256 | 253 | 237 | 227 | 224 | 228 To 
Food and perishables : 
Average of 12 months to February ... | 135 | 148 136 151 134 146 129 145 136 152 173 187 144 162 138 | 153 oa 
January ... — ies 136 149 138 148 131 141 129 141 134 144 178 180 144 153 138 | 148 
February 141 147 145 156 137 146 138 153 142 155 177 180 155 167 145 | 158 
March 147 154 147 155 154 168 143 158 144 155 207 218 156 169 151 | 162 oa 
All merchandise : 
Average of 12 months to February 143 161 146 166 142 160 138 159 150 171 211 226 154 174 150 | 169 
January ... ove ane 134 153 142 157 136 149 136 152 143 160 189 206 145 157 143 | 158 
February 139 150 146 163 136 151 141 161 146 166 183 | 203 155 172 148 | 165 
March 157 162 161 168 159 170 156 169 161 172 217 +| 232 167 179 162 | 173 
| 3 J 
t Women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, footwear. * Furnishing departments, hardware and electrical. t Including unallocated sales. F 
M 
A 
Retail Trade in March—(Continued) than a year earlier. The increases were more than 50 per cent. in each 
area with the exceptions of Scotland where the rise was a little less at 5 
the previous twelve months, and over 7 per cent. higher than a year 46 per cent., and Central London where it was only 19 per cent. ‘A 
earlier. ‘The cumulative percentage change for the two months Milk sales continued the recent trend with a rise of 20 per cent. ; S 
February and March was little different from the movement in March. Scotland and the North-East with increases of 13 per cent. did not fare 0 
Grocery sales in the month compared with a year earlier were up a__ so well as other areas. N 
little more than average, but not by so much as in February or earlier A rise of 11 per cent. over the year in bakery sales was considerably I 
months. Only in the two London areas was the rise more than 10 per _ higher than in recent months other than last December. Small rises < 
cent. were recorded in fresh meat, tobacco, etc., and cafe and restaurant z 
Sales of sweets and chocolate were once more substantially higher sales. In each trade the change in March was little different from the . 
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movements in the preceding month, and falls were recorded in some 


Wain of fresh fruit and vegetables were slightly lower for the country 
as a whole, but in the North-West there was a rise of over a fifth and in 
the Midlands and South Wales the increase reached 30 per cent. 
Fish sales and also those of wines and spirits were lower than a year 
earlier both for Great Britain and also for every area. 
Food stocks were in total 9 per cent. higher in value than a year 
earlier, but this increase was lower than the changes reported in recent 


months. 
Supplementary Index Numbers of Sales per Week 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 











ki Category March 
Fa has aicbt 

Women’s wear... ios oe eee ote ae ee 205 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... ose ‘a6 jm eae see 199 
Footwear ... _ aoe yes un wes _ oe 154 
Furniture and furnishings sas ee eis aa one 252 
Hardware ee eee eee eos oa eas 196 
Notes 


Definitions of the various categories were given on page 609 of the Board 
of Trade Jourral for April 19, 1947. _In all cases, the figures in this article 
are based on value and they are affected by rising prices and the incidence of 
purchase tax. 

Sales figures are based on a larger and more representative panel than 
stocks, since many firms are unable to give monthly the value of their stocks. 

The value of sales of food and perishables amounted in March to 57 per 
cent. of total sales, 


New Company Registrations 
in April 
BELOW are details of new companies registered in Great Britain 


during April 1949, showing nominal capital. The figures are 
exclusive of unlimited companies and companies limited by guarantee. 
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Public Private 
Nominal Capital Companies | Companies Total 
Under £1,000 ase es wale —- 381 381 
£1,000 and under £10,000 ... ey — 822 822 
£10,000 and under £50,000 was — 181 181 
£50,000 and under £100,000 ee ~ 21 21 
£100,000 and under £1,000,000_ ... — 10 10 
£1,000,000 and above eae — — 1 i 
Total number — 1,416 1,416 
°000’s °000’s °000’s 
Total Amount of Nominal Capital — £8,803 £8,803 














Companies Registered in Great Britain in 1948-49 














1948 1949 
Nominal Nominal 
Number Capital Number Capital 
£000’s £°000’s 

January 1,652 7,516 1,184 7,792 
February 1,338 8,384 1,072 4,464 
March 1,460 10,738 1,55¢ 8,487 
April 1,896 12,020 1,416 8,803 
May 1,381 8,576 
June 2,446 14,008 
July 403 3,867 
August 775 5,335 
September 1,122 6,301 
October Se 1,313 7,946 
November ... 1,163 14,484 
December ... 1,216 16,529 
Total 16,165 115,704 
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co ee ee ae 
| Combined annual subserip. | 
| tion co che Machinery Mar- 
ket andthe M.M, Year Book 
1950 edition is 42/- | 





FOR ALL WHO USE MACHINERY... 


THE MACHINERY MARKET, founded in 1879, is recognized as Britain’s 
leading business engineering journal. Its subscribers, at home and 
overseas, cover every form of manufacture—all who use or are in need of 
machinery and engineering equipment. 


¥%FOR THOSE BUYING OR SELLING MACHINERY, PLANT, EN- 
GINEERING MATERIALS, Etc., THE M.M. OFFERS A CLASSIFIED 
SUPPLEMENT CONTAINING A VERY LARGE SELECTION OF 
MACHINERY AND ENGINEERING MATERIAL FOR SALE, WANTED 
AND FOR AUCTION. 


Published every Friday, price 6d. Annual subscription 30/- 

THE M.M. YEAR BOOK is published in January of each year. The 1949 
edition, considerably enlarged and containing nearly 500 pages, con- 
stitutes an informative guide of great value to manufacturers and all 
who use or handle machinery and engineering material. 

Price of 1949 Edition is 9/- post free 
THE ‘‘MACHINERY MARKET’’ LTD., 
146a QUEEN VICTORIA ST., LONDON, E.C.4, 
Tel: City 1643 (3 lines) Grams: Wadham Cent. London 








BETTER HARVESTS 


result from the use of 
Selective Weedkillers 


* , 


DENOCATE, an activated DNC weedkiller, wag 
first produced in 1942 and has been used on about a million 
acres of corn in Britain and the Commonwealth. It kills 
a large number of weeds and is particularly effective against 
charlock, cleavers, poppy, fat hen, mayweed, wild radish, 
birds eye, hemp nettle, knotgrass, sow thistle and many 
other weeds incereals. It can be used oncorn to be undersown. 





PHENOXYLENE, a plant hormone  weedkiller 
containing MCPA for the control of charlock, corn, butter- 
cup, docks, creeping thistle, horsetail and many other weeds 
in corn and grass. 





SEVT OX, first produced in 1948, is a new but well-tested 
weedkiller for the control of weeds in peas and delicate 
graminous crops. It is effective against fat hen, charlock, 
mustard, wild radish, poppy, chickweed, black bindweed 
knotgrass and many other weeds at younger stages. 





Ask for Export Price List. 


PEST CONTROL (U.K.) LIMITED 


HARSTON CAMBRIDGE 
Telephone: Harston 312/6 
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Trade of Independent Retailers 
Trade 
< - @ jmporte 
Rise in Sales of Apparel and Falls in other Trades = 
in March rp 
of 9 pe! 
compat 
NLY the apparel shops, among the trades from which monthly weekly sales in 1947=100 and changes in sales in March and February. Com 
returns of sales sent to the Board of Trade enable reliable statistics - March 1949 compared with the corresponding periods of 1948, Inthe increas 
to be calculated, reported appreciable rises in turnover in March adjoining column will be found percentage changes in March 1949 in the s 
compared with the month before. The higher figure for motor compared with a year earlier for those districts where the number of Indepe 
dealers is based on too small a sample for it to be considered reliable; _ retailers contributing is sufficient to allow these comparisons, decreas 
sales by retailers of toys, sports goods, etc., rose by about 3 per cent., contras 
but in all the other types of shops there were substantial declines in Apparel Trades ments | 
sales, ranging from 4 per cent. in the case of booksellers to 21 per cent. decreas 
for the specialist radio and electrical retailers. ‘ The increases in sales by apparel and drapery shops were seasonal; 
Compared with March last year, drapers showed a 5 per cent. rise, drapers’ sales were 11 per cent. higher than in February while total Sale 
sales by furniture dealers and chemists were about the same and, sales by men’s wear retailers increased by 12} per cent., the turnover 14 per 
again except for motor dealers, there were substantial falls in the case large 5 
of all other types of business. As most of the trades had, in February, . wome! 
shown rises over the corresponding month of 1948, the cumulative Percentage Changes in Sales by Areas record 
sales for the first two months of the trading year were higher than a (Values in March 1949 compared with March 1948) men’s 
year earlier in about half the cases. — 
The tables below show index numbers of sales based on average | Midlands | South in sale 
; . . Trade Scotland North- North- and of 
Percentage Changes in Sales Compared with a Year Earlier ast West South | Ragland 
a_i | Wales 
February- 
Trade March March Drapers ... oe +9 + 2 —7 + 5 +12 
1949 1949 Men’s Wear awe ste ids aoe Nil —17 — 
Boot and Shoe... Kaw 24 ie -— 4 —7 
Drapers* ... ose ms i. se is ae + 5 +14 Furniture ee | oes — 7 oes oes +7 
Men’s Wear Shops :— Hardware, etc. ... | —17 —13 —19 | +9 —ll 
Ee ee ee OO ag oe ae +2 Booksellers, ete....| —... aes an war —2 
Outfitters z ee heey gee ey Bx, —6 +3 Jewellers... ve | oe —18 
Bespoke Tailorst _... ne a” - see —10 —1 Chemists a | —l + 6 Drape 
Boot and Shoe Retailers ve nas es win —10 Nil Toys, Sports Goods, Men's 
Furniture Dealers oe cee ae = re =e! 14 etc. ... eee | —il4 Boot 
Hardware, Electrical and Radio Shops :— 
Total ... ae — = ae = bes —10 — 8 N N hs ts Raotion tad « te ws | — 
Radio and Electrical Shops... ...  ...  ...| —I6 at ote.—No trade in London had a large enough sample. 
Booksellers, Stationers and Newsagent = oe —4 — 2 
a a a = ey of outfitters rising by 18 per cent. and that of bespoke tailors by 7 per Furr 
vhemists ... ine oa ane os ses nk Ni 5 ; > sales i are less th 1 nt. above the 
Kota foe Spor Gopt and eather Goots. | “te | “1g cent, Drnpert sale in March wore les chan 1 per cnt bores | 
sind —— om ™ - 1948 average by 7 per cent, outfitters being 4 per cent. lower and eter 
ee bespoke tailors down by 9 per cent. ; there is no sign in these figures om 
* This group includes women’s clothing shops of all kinds. that the abolition of clothes rationing on March 15 provided any 
{ This group includes all shops which do a substantial trade in made-to- . 
measure garments. (Continued on next page) 
Index Numbers of Sales Per Week 
(Average weekly sales in 1947 = 100) 
Drapers* Men’s Wear Shops Boot and Shoe Furniture Dealers i. 
Month Retailers H 
Total Outfitters Bespoke Tailorsf 
1947 1948 1949 1947 1948 1949 1947 1948 1949 1947 1948 | 1949 | 1947 1948 1949 1947 1948 1949 19 
Jan. ... 68 84 109 66 83 107 66 81 106 67 85 109 66 87 108 82 107 105 7 
i 72 84 106 73 87 99 70 84 98 76 91 100 66 87 98 79 108 116 g 
March 105 112 118 106 121 lll 104 123 115 108 119 107 99 118 106 93 102 103 g 
April ... 106 lll 107 112 107 112 107 113 105 113 94 114 9 
May ... Ill 117 103 124 105 125 101 123 108 147 100 108 Q 
June 94 120 95 123 95 125 96 120 105 135 98 112 r 
July ... 90 120 98 134 98 137 98 131 105 137 93 lll ‘ 
Aug. ... 83 lll 83 115 81 114 84 115 95 133 92 101 ‘ 
Sept. ... 105 127 99 121 95 119 105 123 107 133 lll 105 U 
Oct. ... 118 136 112 125 113 122 110 128 110 149 115 124 t 
Nov. ... 120 129 121 124 121 125 119 123 120 139 128 118 ‘ 
Dec. ... 127 151 139 162 146 175 129 145 114 152 115 122 
Year ... 100 117 100 119 100 120 100 118 100 128 100 111 T 
* This group includes women’s clothing shops of all kinds. " 
¢ This group includes all shops which do a substantial trade in made-to re gar ts. 
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Trade of Independent Retailers—(Continued) 


important stimulus, but the late Easter would be expected to postpone 
increased buying. 


Independent boot and shoe retailers recorded an increase in sales 
of 9 per cent. over the previous month but a decrease of 17 per cent. 
compared with the average figure for 1948. 


Compared with a year earlier, independent drapers showed an 
increase in sales of 5 per cent., while there was an 11 per cent. increase 
in the sales of women’s wear by the departments of large-scale retailers. 
Independent retailers of men’s wear and of boots and shoes showed 
decreases in sales of 8 and 10 per cent. respectively, the former figure 
contrasting with an increase of 12 per cent. for the men’s wear depart- 
ments of large retailers while the latter compares fairly closely with a 
decrease of 14 per cent. in the turnover of the large-scale firms. 


Sales for the February-March period by independent drapers were 
14 per cent. above the level for the same period of 1948, while the 
large scale retailers showed an increase of 24 per cent. in sales of 
women’s wear. For the same period independent men’s wear shops 
recorded a rise of only 2 per cent. while in the large-scale shops 
men’s and boys’ wear rose by 27 per cent. There was little difference 
between the movement for the independents and the large retailers 
in sales of boots and shoes. 


Comparison of Independent and Large Retailers 


Percentage changes in sales compared with a year earlier: 











March 1949 February-March 1949 
Trade 
Independent Large Independent Large 
shops retailers shops retailers 
Drapers +65 +11 +14 +21 
Men’s Wear — 8 +12 + 2 +23 
Boot and Shoe —10 —15 Nil. — 6 














Furniture Sales Lower 


The index of turnover of the independent furniture dealers fell 
back to about the January level and almost to the same figure as a 
year earlier. The departments of the large retailers reported an 
increase of 8 per cent. on March 1948. For the first two months 
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together, both types of shop showed small increases, the independents 
of 4 per cent. and the large-scale of 6} per cent. 


Fall in Hardware and Radio Sales 


Total sales by hardware, electrical and radio shops decreased in the 
case of both independents and large-scale retailers compared with a 
year earlier, the former recording a fall of 10 per cent. and the latter 
of 8 percent. Among the independent shops the fall was very largely 
due to the big drop of 16 per cent. in sales by the radio and electrical 
specialists. In hardware, as in furniture, both samples showed similar 
falls in the figures for the two months’ period. 


In comparison with the previous month the independent hardware, 
electrical and radio shops showed a decrease in the value of sales of 
8 per cent. and the specialist radio and electrical dealers a fall of 21 per 
cent. 


Booksellers, Stationers and Newsagents 


Sales by independent booksellers, stationers and newsagents were 
4 per cent. lower than a year earlier, while the large retailers reported 
a 2 per cent. fall. The independent retailers’ sales also showed a 
decrease of 4 per cent. compared with the previous month, but the 
spring months generally show less than average sales. 


Jewellers’ Sales Continue to Fall 


The figures given by the panel of independent jewellers resulted 
in an index of sales in March lower than for any month since February 
1947, 16 per cent. less than in the corresponding month last year 
and 8 per cent. below that recorded in February last. The sales of 
the large retailers fell by 9 per cent. compared with March 1948. 


Chemists 


Except for the sharp increases in December, chemists’ sales are 
generally very steady. In February, for the independents, they had 
been well above average but in March they fell back to the same value 
asa yearearlier. ‘The large-scale shops, however, reported an increase 
of 10 per cent. over the year. 


Sale of Toys, etc. 


Both the independent retailers of toys, sports and leather goods and 
the large-scale retailers of sports goods and cycles showed a drop in 
the value of sales compared with the previous year; for independents 
it was 19 per cent. and for the larger shops 12 per cent. 


Index Numbers of Sales Per Week 
(Average weekly sales in 1947 = 100) 




















Hardware, Electrical and Radio Shops 
Booksellers, Jewellers, etc. Chemists -Retailers of Toys, Motor and 
Radio and Stationers Sports Goods Cycle Dealers, 
Total Electrical Shops and Newsagents and Leather Goods Garages, eto. 
1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 
1 
82 | 94 | 9 | 85 | 103 | 110 | 83 | 97 | 100 | 78 | 85 | 78 | 95 | 100 | 106 | 57 | 71 70 | 89 | 94 , 126 | Jan. 
82 | 103 96 90 | 118 | 112 79 96 96 61 81 78 96 | 100 | 112 56 67 65 66 86 | 104 | Feb. 
88 99 89 91 104 88 84 96 93 78 85 71 95 96 96 69 82 67 90 97 | 121 | Mar. 
95 | 107 99 | 116 82 | 97 84 | 93 94 | 99 86 | 92 110 | 108 April 
97 | 103 94 | 101 85 91 86 89 92 99 92 96 113 | 102 May 
96 89 90 90 89 89 92 85 95 93 94 90 124 | 109 June 
96 97 85 87 93 | 100 100 94 100 | 104 104 | 115 111 99 July 
95 90 86 82 90 95 103 91 100 97 103 | 105 104 96 Aug. 
114 96 lll 92 98 97 108 88 99 98 108 | 101 98 | 108 Sept 
lll | 109 116 | 116 103 | 111 98 96 100 99 103 | 101 100 | 112 Oct. 
123 | 108 134 | 110 129 | 125 139 93 106 | 104 135 | 117 94 | 113 Nov. 
120 | 116 119 | 121 184 | 173 173 | 165 128 | 127 192 | 183 100 | 103 Dec. 
100 | 101 100 | 103 100 | 106 100 95 100 | 101 100 | 102 100 | 102 Year 
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Questions Asked and Answered in Parliament 


Below is a selection of questions of interest to industry answered in Parliament. 


WEDNESDAY MAY 4 


Business Claims under War Damage Act 

Asked whether he would now arrange for business claims under 
Part 2 of the War Damage Act, 1943, to be paid, since the delay in 
payment was causing hardship to many people whose capital was 
invested in their business and who now needed it to live on, the 
President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, said that the 
position was not yet in his opinion such as to make the general payment 
of Business Scheme claims desirable. Advance payments were, how- 
ever, being freely made under the Act where the applicants satisfied 
the Board of Trade that the replacement or repair of the goods was 
expedient in the public interest, or that the payment was required to 
avoid undue hardship, and £38 million had already been paid out on 
these grounds. He was prepared to consider sympathetically any 
cases which could be advanced with good reasons on the grounds 
stated. 
War Losses in Burma 

Questioned on the present position as regards the payment of 
compensation in respect of war losses in Burma to civil and military 
officials employed in that country at the time of the Japanese invasion 
and when it was expected that full payment in respect of such losses 
would be made, the President replied that he hoped that the final 
decisions would be taken very soon, and the scheme would be put into 
operation immediately thereafter. 
Waste Paper Collection 

About twenty Local Authorities, mostly in Scotland and the North 
of England, had reported difficulty in disposing of the whole of their 
collections of mixed waste, though sorted grades were moving freely, 
the President said. No representations had been received from 
voluntary organizations. He was in close touch with the board and 
paper mills and with merchants on measures to keep the collections 
moving, and the possibilities of exports were being explored. He 
asked Local Authorities to regard the difficulties as only temporary and 
not to relax the excellent efforts they had made over the last twelve 
months. 
Cost of Raw Wool for Men’s Suits 

The President said that rather more than 44 Ibs. of cleaned raw wool 
would be required to make the cloth for a man’s utility suit in 209F. 
The price of the wool used for the manufacture of this quality of cloth 
was taken at 110 pence a pound. This would make the cost of the 
raw wool in the suit about 41s. In order to allow for variations in the 


quality of the wool used and in processing losses, the answer was given 
as 40s. to 45s. 


TUESDAY MAY 10 
Price of Household Goods 


The President said that he was not aware of any increase in the price 
of household textiles since the removal of coupon rationing of these 
goods on March 15, 1949. Since rationing was abolished the con- 
siderable demand for these articles had been principally for utility 
goods and the result was that until stocks were replenished there was 
a higher proportion of non-utility household textiles in the shops. As 
these bore Purchase Tax and were often made of more expensive 
yarns, they were dearer than utility lines. It was hoped to increase 
the volume of utility production and this would enable housewives to 
buy more of the cheaper utility goods. 

National Research Development Board 

Asked whether he had yet appointed the members of the National 
Research Development Board ; and from what date the Board would 
commence to operate, the President replied that as he had said before 
in answers in the House on this subject, there had been a good deal 
of difficulty in finding the right men to direct the unusual and difficult 
work which the Corporation would have to do, and he was not yet in 
a position to announce the appointment of the Chairman or any 
member of the Board except the Managing Director. The Corpora- 
tion could not, therefore, yet come into existence, since, under the 
terms of the Act, at least six Directors, including the Chairman and 
the Managing Director, must be appointed for it to do so. 

He was, however, glad to be able to announce that Lord Halsbury, 
now Research Manager and Works Manager of Decca Record Co. 
Ltd., had accepted his invitation to become the Managing Director 


of the Corporation as soon as it could be set up. In order to assist 
the President in handling the many problems involved, he had in the 
meantime appointed Lord Halsbury as Adviser to the Board of Trade 
on matters connected with the Corporation. This appointment would 
date from June 1 and would continue until the Corporation was 
formally established. 

Lord Halsbury had had a distinguished career in industrial res 
and also had experience of works management. The Preside 
satisfied that he could not have found a man whose gifts and t 
more fitted him for this post. 


Development Council for Wool Textile Industry 

Questioned on the outcome of the discussions which had taken Place 
concerning the establishment of a development council for the woo| 
textile industry, the President said that the negotiations which Sir 
Richard Hopkins had been carrying out in Bradford at his request 
with both sides of the wool textile industry had not led to agreed 
proposals for a central body for the industry. A compromise proposal 
which was suggested by Sir Richard Hopkins and which he (the 
President) was prepared to endorse, was not accepted by one side of 
the industry. He was satisfied, however, after most careful con. 
sideration of Sir Richard Hopkins’ report and of the separate views 
which had subsequently been expressed to him by each side of the 
industry, that it was in the best interests of the industry that a Develop. 
ment Council should be set up. He had, therefore, decided to proceed 
with the arrangements for the establishment of a statutory Develop. 
ment Council which would have the functions of promoting exports, 
research and design and of advising the industry and the Government 
on matters reviewed in the Working Party Report. He would publish 
detailed proposals on these lines with a draft Order as soon as possible 
and invite comments from interested parties. 
Watch and Clock Repairs 

Asked whether he was aware of the public dissatisfaction over the 
varied prices and sometimes indifferent workmanship shown in 
connection with watch and clock repairing, and what steps he was 
taking to remedy the position, the President replied that complaints 
to Local Price Regulation Committees about charges for watch and 
clock repairing were very few ; and he understood that the Minister 
of Supply had received no complaints or representations of a general 
character about indifferent workmanship. 
Estate of the House of Savoy 

Asked on what grounds the £10,000,000 held in London for the 
House of Savoy had been released for payment in sterling, when all 
other financial deposits owned by Italians had been made available 
in lire, the President replied this estate had not been treated specially 
but was dealt with strictly in accordance with the arrangements agreed 
with the Italian Government for application to the estates of Italians 
who died during the war. ‘The property was released from the control 
of the Custodian of Enemy Property to the Attorney-Administratos 
so that, upon obtaining Letters of Administration, they could deal with 
the estate in the normal course. The President added that the 
questioner had been misinformed as to the amount of the estate which 
was much less than the figure quoted by him. 
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Warning on Private Imports 


RECENT questions in the House of Commons have drawn attention 
to circulars sent from overseas to addressees in the United Kingdom 
offering food for sale. 

The following statement is now issued jointly by the Ministry of 
Food and the Board of Trade :— 

Members of the public are warned that it is, in general, an offence 
against Board of Trade regulations to import without a licence goods 
purchased abroad, whether from the sterling area or not, and that 
anyone importing rationed foods in this way would also be offending 
against the Food Rationing Orders. This means also that anyone who 
buys rationed foods from any country overseas, including the Republic 
of Ireland, in response to circulars or advertisements offering such 
foods for sale, makes himself liable to prosecution. 

Import licences are not normally granted for private purchases, 
whether intended for the purchaser’s own use or not, and goods pur 
chased from abroad without a licence are liable to be confiscated by 
the Customs on arrival in this country. 
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DDITIONAL summaries of those reports on German Industry 

which were not considered suitable for printing are listed below. 

The summaries are being sent to the Trade and Research 
Association who are likely to be interested. : 


BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


1005 


Reports on German Industrial Technique 


The reports themselves may be inspected at the Technical Informa- 
tion and Documents Unit, 40 Cadogan Square, London, S.W.1, by 
quoting the appropriate F. D. reference numbers. Photo-copies of 
the reports can be made available at cost. 








FD. Reference Title Report No 
sera ll 
‘D. 3044/48 M.A.N. Track Testing Equipment. Methods and results of chain link tests B.I.0.S. F.R. 417 
FD. 3082/48 Methyl Methacrylate Rohn and Haas Darmstadt, Germany wet ie rer a ... B.LO.S. F.R. 907 
FD. 3094/48 Shoe and Tanning ania — and Associated Trades a5 aes re 7 o BLOS. FAR. 475 
ED. 3283/48 Spoilage of Food... : ia at hag Se .. F.LA.T. F.R. 1286 
Under P.B. 88824 

FD. 853/49 Production of Steel Tyres for Rolling Stock at the Hontrop Works of Bochumer-Verein A.G. at 

Bochum B.I.0.S. F.R. 1511 
FD. 861/49 Gottingen Mathematical Conference. ‘An account of the proceedings of a conference on mathe- 

matical machines and instruments ... as , aes eae ... B.I.O.S. F.R. 1804 
FD. 925/49 The Horizontal Chlorine Cell—Supplementary Information .. F.I.A.T. F.R. 1266 

Under P.B. 96544 

FD. 960/49 Report on Machine for Making Coat-Hanger Hooks . B.1.0.S. F.R. 1676 
F.D. 1012/49 The Manufacture and Application of Lubricants in Germany C.1.0.S. F.R. XXXII-68 
F.D. 1020/49 Preparation of Acetic Anhydride from Acetylene at Alexander Wacker Company, Burghausen PiLAT. FR: 12 
F.D. 1021/49 Status of I.G. Work on the Preparation of Acrylonitrile at I.G. Farbenindustrie, aes F.1.A.T. F.R. 14 
F.D. 1023/49 Spinning of Yarn for Tyre Cord at I.G. Farbenindustrie Filmfabrik Wolfen bas ve F.LA-T. FR. 17 
F.D. 1026/49 Spinning of Tyre Yarn, Vereinigte Glanzstoff Fabriken Obernburg, Main ... F.LA.T. F.R. 39 
F.D. 1027/49 Manufacture of Lanusa—I.G. Farben, Ludwigshafen-Oppau : stba F.1.A.T. F.R. 49 
F.D. 1033/49 Manufacture of Lyafol Film at I.G. Farbenindustrie Wolfen... ; F.I.A.T. F.R. 143 
F.D. 1035/49 Report on Fritz Kaiser, A.G. Waiblingen. The Manufacture of apple pectin F.LA.T. F.R. 232 
F.D. 1036/49 Milei G.m.b.H. Stuttgart. Production of dried skim milk powder is F.1.A.T. F.R. 234 
F.D. 1055/49 The Kontaktumformer (Contact Rectifier). Details of its development and performance | F.I.A.T. F.R. 736 
F.D. 1056/49 Investigation of Equipment and Methods Used in the — oF — Wrist Watches at 

the Factory of }. Bidlingmaier, Schwabische Gmund % F.LA.T. F.R. 759 
F.D. 1058/49 The Manufacture of Agfacolour Material F.LA.T. F.R. 943 
F.D. 1059/49 The High Current Carbon Arc.. ~ F.1.A.T. F.R. 1052 
F.D. 1068/49 Rotating Trommel Crystallizer Rovo-Rapid Spray Drier and Certain Acid ‘Plants ELA... FR: 1397 





The following reports on German Industry are published to-day 
and may be seen at the principal Public Libraries, Chambers of 
Commerce, Universities, and Scientific Institutions and Board of 
Trade Regional Offices. Copies may also be purchased at the Sales 
Offices of H.M. Stationery Office, or ordered by post from H.M. 
Stationery Office, P.O. Box 569, London, S.E.1. 

Canadian subscribers should apply to the Liaison Office, National 
Research Council, Ottawa. 

It should be realised that although no invention made in Germany 
or Japan during the period between September 3, 1938 and Decem- 
ber 31, 1945, can become the subject of a valid British patent, 


nevertheless, some of the information gathered in Germany or Japan 
may be covered by valid patents as patent applications in the United 
Kingdom. In order to avoid infringing patent rights, therefore, 
firms interested in exploiting any particular item are advised to 
investigate the patents position in the United Kingdom before going 
into production. Similar investigations are also desirable before 
exports are made to any particular country abroad. 

A vast number of original German documents and drawings are 
maintained at T.I.D.U., 40 Cadogan Square, London, S.W.1, and 
industrialists are advised to take advantage of the opportunity of 
obtaining additional information on German war-time Industry. 








No. of Report Title Price 

B.1.0,S. Overall ane No. 11 Electric Power Engineering in Germany during the period 1939-1945 1s. 3d. (post free 1s. 5d.) 
B.1.0.S. 1277 . ‘ A Summary of 29 German Research Reports on Electrical Contacting 

Phenomena and Associated Engineering Problems... 7s. 6d.( ,, 4, 7s. 8d.) 
B.1.0.S. 1833 ... 400 RV. Transmission Lines with —_ stam to 0 Multiple C Conductor 

Lines (Bundelleitungen) 10s.0d.( ,, ,, 10s. 3d.) 
B.1.0.S. 1850 . Iron and Steel Works in Germany 8s.6d.( ,, ,, 8s. 9d.) 
CLASSIFIED List No. 18 Consolidated list under subject headings of ‘all reports on . German and 

Japanese Industry published up to and including March 31, 1948 ae 1s.0d.( ,, ,, 18. 3d.) 
Ciassiriep List No. 19 Reports published between April 1 and August 31, 1948... 7 | ee 3d.) 
TECHNICAL INDEX (Part 1) Alphabetical Subject Index of Reports on German Industry. Reports 

published to July 1946 ee Sits 30. 0d.( ,, 5» Sed) 
TecHNIcAL INDEX (Part 2) Reports published during August, September and October 1946 ee a Is. Gd.( ,, ,, 16. 9d.) 
TECHNICAL INDEX (Part 3) Reports published during November and December 1946 ... ee ate 66h ,, ., 16 74) 
TECHNICAL INDEX (Part 4) Reports published during January, February and March 1947 ee “OE 2s.0d.( ,,  ,, 2s. 2d.) 
TECHNICAL INDEX (Part 5) Reports published during April/September 1947 si as as 3s.6d.( ,, ,, 3s. 8d.) 
TECHNICAL INDEX (Part 6) Reports published during October 1947 and March 27, 1948 2s.6d.( ,, 4, 2s. 8d.) 








Addendum to B.I.0.S. 1847 and Amendment to F.I.A.T. 1313 
Volume III have been issued and are available at the Sales Offices of 
H.M. Stationery Office. 

Further reports as they become available for publication will 
be notified in the Board of Trade Journal and will also then be 


y | available for reference at the principal Public Libraries. 





German Patent Specifications, accepted by the Berlin Patent Office 
during the war, can be seen at the Patent Office Librarv, 25 Southampe 
ton Buildings, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. Photographic 
copies of any specification and drawings may be obtained at the 
rate of 6d. per page. 
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Higher Prices for Meat, Feedingstuffs and Iron and Stee] 
in April 


HOLESALE prices in April, as measured by the Board of Trade 

index, rose by 2-7 per cent., the biggest increase since January 

of last year. As in that month, this was almost entirely the 
result of the limitation or removal of subsidies. In the food and 
tobacco group this led to increases of up to 8 per cent. in the monthly 
average prices of meat, while some animal feedingstuffs doubled in 
price. The rise of 1-8 per cent. in the industrial materials and manu- 
factures index was due mainly to the removal of the subsidies on iron 
and steel, though the effect of this was largely offset by lower prices in 
the other commodity groups, especially non-ferrous metals, cotton 
and wool. 

Compared with 1938, the index for all articles has risen by 123-4 per 
cent., industrial materials and manufactures by 142-1 per cent., and 
food and tobacco by 91-0 per cent. 

The re-grouped data, in which the prices of industrial materials 
(excluding fuel) are subdivided into three separate categories, showed 
a fall compared with March of 1 per cent. for basic materials, and 
increases of 1-9 per cent. and 4-1 per cent. respectively for inter- 
mediate products and manufactured articles. ‘The building materials 
index rose by 0°7 per cent. 

The figure of 226-5 for the “‘ all articles ’’ index is the highest yet 
reached, the almost simultaneous changes in the subsidies on three 
major commodities more than outweighing the effects of the declining 
prices of many other items. Without these subsidy adjustments there 
would have been a fall of about 4 per cent. in the industrial materials 
and manufactures index and a somewhat smaller one in the index for 
all articles, while the food and tobacco figure would still have risen, 
but only by 1 per cent. 


Food and Tobacco 


Among cereals, the main changes in April were in the prices of 
animal feeding stuffs, the maximum prices of which were increased by 
the Ministry of Food as from April 1, following the adjustments in the 
subsidies. ‘The increases were: 34} per cent. for feeding barley, 
70} per cent. for wheatfeed (weight of 2) and 90 per cent. and 109 per 
cent., respectively, for linseed cake and groundnut cake, each of which 
has a weight of 1/3. Oats for feeding (weight of 1/3) were 4 per cent. 


Average for the 


dearer, but this was not due to any change in the subsidies Th 
effective price paid by millers for both English Gazette average when 
and imported whea t rose during the month, the former by 6 per c¢ 

and the latter by nearly 12 per cent., on account of the reductions i 
the rebates paid to millers. The index for the cereals group a: 
whole rose by 11-8 per cent. e 

The limitation of food subsidies announced by the Chancellor of th 
Exchequer in his Budget speech will not affect the price of theta 
butter or margarine until later in May, but meat prices went up on 
April 24. ‘The increases in the monthly average prices as calculated 
for the index ranged from 5 per cent. to nearly 8 per cent., but these 
figures also take into account the lower effective prices paid by butchers 
earlier in the month, as the result of rebates granted by the Ministry of 
Food to compensate for their reduced turnovers following the reduc- 
tion in the meat ration. The new higher prices are still subject tog 
similar, though lower, rebate. These increases, together with a slight 
‘increase in the price of eggs, caused the meat, fish and eggs index to 
rise by 3-2 per cent. compared with March. 

The “ other food ”’ group was again mainly affected by the price of 
tomatoes, which in April was 20 per cent. higher on the average than in 
March. Potatoes rose a further 3-6 per cent. in price, while onions 
continued to decline slightly. 


Industrial Material and Manufactures 


On April 1 the subsidies to offset the increased costs of freight on 
imported ore, scrap and pig iron were discontinued, and the consequent 
higher costs to the iron and steel industry have been reflected in higher 
prices for its products. Nearly all of the items included in the iron and 
steel group of the index rose in price by amounts ranging from 3 per 
cent. or 4 per cent. in the case of some pig-iron, to about 20 per cent. 
for items such as fishplates. "The average increase, as measured by 
the iron and steel index, was about 9 per cent. r 

On April 4, the Ministry of Supply selling price of English lead was 
reduced by £17 per ton (13-7 per cent.) and that of zinc by £5 per ton 
(3-8 percent.). Lead pipes and sheets, and brass, also became cheaper 
in consequence, but aluminium was increased in price by £3 per ton 

(Continued on next page) 


Year 1930—100 






























































1948 | 1949 
Group | ainsi 
Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dee. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. 
I. Cereals... ae ee 175-9 | 176-4 | 176-3 | 176-7 | 178-7 | 177-2 | 175-2 | 175-7 | 174-7 | 173-4 | 172-8 | 172-1 | 1924 
II. Meat, fish and eggs ... 138-0 | 138-0 | 138-0 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 187-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 135-1 | 1394 
III. Other food and tobacco 227-2 | 227-4 | 233-5 | 232-0 | 227-2 | 222-5 | 221-4 | 223-2 | 216-3 | 217-9 | 218-1 | 220-6 | 222-5 
Total—Food and tobacco 182-0 | 182-2 | 184-2 | 183-7 | 182-8 | 180-8| 179-8| 180-5 | 178-0 | 178-1 | 178-0 | 177-5 | 185:8 
| oo = 293-8 | 293-8 | 293-8 | 297-2 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 
V. Iron and steel . 234-9 | 234-9 | 235-2 | 235-7 | 236-1.| 237-5 | 236-8 | 236-8 | 236-8 | 237-4 | 237-7 | 237-7 | 2585 
VI. Non-ferrous metals ... 233-6 | 233-6 | 236-3 | 237-1 | 238-7 | 238-7 | 259-8 | 260-2 | 265-6 | 268-8 | 268-8 | 268-8 | 263-4 
Vil. Cotton... 321-3 | 328-9 | 335-8 | 321-7 | 309-1 |*303-0 | 297-1 | 297-6 |*306-0 | 314-1 |*314-4 |*311-9 | 3063 
VIII. Wool ... in 264-5 | 274-0 | 285-5 | 283-9 | 282-0 | 280-7 | 271-8 | 281-2 |*299-6 | 303-9 | *302-7 |*297-2 | 291-7 
IX. Other textiles... 165-0 | 165-9 | 166-3 | 168-9 | 168-9 | 168-9 | 169-1 | 170-1 | 171:1 | 170-7 | 170-9 | 170-7 | 1695 
X. Chemicals and oils 189-3 | 190-4 |*191-3 |*191-3 | 191-3 | 191-3 | 192-8 | 193-2 | 193-1 | 193-1 | 192-9 | 192-6 | 191-0 
XI. Miscellaneous 267-3 | 268-8 |*267-8 |*268-3 | 267-2 |*266-2 | 266-5 |*265-5 | *265-9 | *264-6 | *263-3 | *262-8 | 262-2 
Total—Industrial materials and manu- 
factures ... re 240-9 | 242-7 |*244-1 | 244-0 | 243-3 |*243-0 | 243-3 | 244-0 | *246-3 247-1 | *246-8 | *246-1 | 250-4 
Total—aAll articles... 219-3 | 220-4 | *222-1 |*221-8 | 221-1 |*220-0 | 219-8 | 220-5 |*220-8 *221-3 | 221-1 | 220-5 | 2265 
Industrial materials (excluding fuel) :— 
Basic materials... oes soi 296-8 | 301-7 | *304-0 |*303-7 | 301-2 |*298-5 | 299-4 | 301-0 |*307-7 |*307-3 |*305-6 | *303-5 | 300-6 
Intermediate products 246-9 | 248-9 | 250-9 | 250-5 | 249-6 |*249-8 | 250-5 | 251-2 | 254-1 | 256-0 | 255-9 |*255-1 | 259-9 
Manufactured articles... 213-1 | 213-2 | 213-9 |*213-6 | 213-1 | 213-7 | 213-6 | 213-9 |*214-2 | 215-3 | 215-6 | 215-7 | 224-4 
Building materials 218-7 | 218-7 | 218-3 | 218-2 | 218-0 | 218-2 | 222-0 | 222-0 | 222-0 | 224-2 | 224-4 | 224-4 {226-0 























* Revised figures. 
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Wholesale Prices Index Numbers—(Continued) 


(3°8 per cent.) on April 1, and the net result of these changes was a fall 
of 2:1 per cent. in the non-ferrous metals index. 

On April 11 there was a further reduction in the Raw Cotton 
Commissions’ selling price of Egyptian Giza 30 raw cotton (which has 
replaced Giza 7 in the index), resulting in a fall of 3-4 per cent. in the 
monthly average price. Egyptian type yarns were correspondingly 
cheaper (by 6°8 per cent.), but American types were slightly dearer. 
Of the cotton cloths included, poplin dress cloth and poplin shirting 
were cheaper by 67 per cent. and 2-7 per cent. respectively, and the 
remaining four were up to 1 per cent. dearer. The group index fell 
by 1:8 per cent. : : 

“Raw wool prices continued to decline in April, and were on the 
average 5°8 per cent. lower than in March. Merino and crossbred 
tops were 6-6 per cent. and 0-4 per cent. lower respectively in price—a 
reversal of the recent tendency for crossbred qualities to fall more 
sharply than merino. ‘The only items in the wool group to show an 
increase in price were botany noils (2:3 per cent.) and hosiery yarn 
(04 per cent.). ‘The other yarns included in the index fell in price by 
from 1:5 per cent. to 3-3 per cent., while wool cloth showed no change, 
and the group index fell by 1-8 per cent. 

In the other textiles’ group, Italian raw silk fell in price by 5-9 per 
cent, and raw jute by 3-2 per cent. The group index was down by 
0:7 per cent. compared with March. 

The chemicals and oils group was mainly affected by the lower 
scheduled prices for sulphuric acid which came into effect on April 1, 
and which resulted in the price as calculated for the index falling by 
63 per cent. White lead paint and lead acetate were 4 per cent. and 
nearly 9 per cent. cheaper respectively, asa result of the reduced lead 
prices, and bromide of potassium (weight of 1/4) was 2:6 per cent. 
cheaper. The group index fell by 0-8 per cent. compared with the 
previous month. 

The miscellaneous group index fell by 0:2 per cent., mainly as the 
result of a decline of 4 per cent. in the price of rubber. 


Commodity Groups 


The table below shows the number of items included in each of 
the groups of commodities distinguished in compiling the index 
number, and the percentage changes in each group comparing prices 
in April with those of a month and a year earlier and with those 
in 1938. 





























| 
Index Percentage change 
No. No. compared with 
Group of 
items| April March April Year 
1949 1949 1948 1938 
I. Cereals ae sive 20 192-4 +11:8 + 9-3 + 75-1 
II, Meat, fish and eggs 20 139-4 + 3-2 + 1-] + 62:3 
Ill. Other food and 
tobacco ... ‘ve 28 222-5 + 09 — 2-1 +1281 
Total—Food and tobacco... 68 185-8 + 4-7 + 2] + 91-0 
IV. Coal... - isk 9 301-7 ° + 2-7 +145:0 
V. Iron and steel ées|. Oe 258-5 + 8-8 +10-1 | + 85-9 
VI. Non-ferrous metals 8 263-4 — 2-1 +12-7 | +178-9 
VII. Cotton a eat 10 306-3 — 1:8 — 4:7 -. 266-2 
VIII. Wool ey = ll 291-7 — 18 +103 +187-5 
IX. Other textiles ats 9 169-5 — 0-7 + 2-7 +146-6 
X. Chemicals and oils... 15 191-0 — 0:8 + 0-1 +101-7 
XI. Miscellaneous _ 33 262-2 — 0-2 — 19 +181-3 
Total—Industrial materials 
and manufactures 132 250-4 + 1:8 + 3-9 +142-1 
Total—All Articles 200 226-5 + 2:7 + 3-3 | +123-4 
Industrial materials (ex- 
cluding fuel) :— 
Basic materials ... ised BB 300-6 — 10 + 1:3 | +223-7 
Intermediate products ... 38 259-9 + 19 + 6:2 | +148-7 
Manufactured articles ... 48 224-4 + 4-1 + 63 +100-2 
Building materials ae 16 226-0 + 0-7 + 3-4 | +117-2 




















* No appreciable change. 
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Percentage Changes 


The following table shows in 5 per cent. ranges the increases and 
decreases among the price averages for food and industrial materials :— 


APRIL COMPARED WITH MAROH 


























Food and tobacco Industrial materials 
(68 items) (132 items) 
Per cent. } 

| Increases Decreases | Increases | Deoreases 
| ae eS. 4 | ~ ones oo 
20-25 ... is F ; 1 —- 1 oa 
15-20 ... _ _ 3 — 
10-15 ... 3 | — 13 1 
5-10 ...  & | = | 7 5 
Under 5 | 5 | 6 17 16 
Total | “a |} 6| «4 22 

| | 





Note.—(1) The index is computed as a geometric average of 200 price 
changes, the weight given to any commodity being proportional to the 
value of the imports and production of that commodity in 1930, corrected 
so as to prevent multiple counting at different stages of manufacture, 

(2) In cases where the Government buys a commodity at one price and 
resells it at a lower one (e.g., home-produced meat), the subsidized price 
is the one used for the index; where different prices are charged according 
to the use to which the article is put (e.g., in the case of sugar and flour) a 
weighted average of these is taken.., 

(3) The commodities in groups V to XI are regrouped to give the index 
numbers for basic materials, intermediate products and manufactured 
articles. In many cases quotations are available for basic materials, but 
not for corresponding products at later stages of manufacture; the very 
large rise for some of these (e.g., paper-making materials) largely accounts 
for the fact that this index has risen most compared with 1938. Similarly, 
the greater rise for intermediate products than for manufactured articles 
is largely due to the timber items included in this index. 

(4) The index for building materials is based on a selection of commodities 
from groups V, VI, X and XI. 





Small Candles Used for Religious 
Purposes 


AFTER consultation with the National Association of Church 
Furnishers, the Commissioners of Customs and Excise have decided 
that the following are the only kinds of small candles which can, in 
future, be regarded as ritualistic candles, and not chargeable with tax 
as “‘ fancy goods ”’ under Group 29 (b) of the Tax Schedule :— 


Votive Candles. Candles of the following colour and size, in con- 
tainers clearly labelled ‘‘ Votive ’’ :— 


Colour—White. Size—Diameter 3 in., minimum length 6 in. 
Diameter 4 in. and upwards, minimum 
length 44 in. 
Colour—Red or Size—Diameter } in., length 6 in. 
blue. 
Chanucah Candles. Candles of the following colour and size, in 
containers clearly labelled ‘‘ Chanucah ”’ :— 
Colour—White. Size—3} in. overall, 3} in. to shoulder, } in. 
diameter at base. 


April Pig Iron and Steel Production 


STEEL production in April, states the British Iron and Steel Federa- 
tion, was affected by the Easter holiday, which fell in March last year. 
Nevertheless, output was at an annual rate of 15,854,000 tons compared 
with 15,283,000 tons in April 1948. It represents the highest rate of 
production ever achieved in April. 

Pig iron output, which was restricted by the number of furnaces 
being relined, was at the annual rate of 9,288,000 tons, compared with 
9,433,000 tons a year ago. 
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R & t t e e t o e e 14 May 
egistrations of British and Foreign Films 
oe following are details of films registered by the Board of Trade under the Cinematograph Films Acts, 
1938 and 1948, during the week ended Tuesday, May 10, 1949 :— 
LAI 
; Length Date of ment 
Title of Film Registered in the Name of Maker's Name Registered No.| (feet) Registration offer 
1 t me ee Woodbr: 
BritTisH Stores 
Mountain Rescue = me as ... | Associated British-Pathe Ltd. | Times Film Co. Ltd. ... .» | Br/E 12543 1,856 | May 6 
Ocean Weathership oo... sees ™ " wpe as | Br/B 12544 | 1,932 | May 6 — 
Wings for Pauline ae ee “ ee lee" se | Br/B 12545 | 1,853 | May 6 portable 
It Happened in Leicester Square mes ... | Geoffrey Benstead Film Dis- | Norman Sharp and Geoffrey J. Br/E 12563 4,642 | May 9 quantity 
tributors. Benstead. unservic 
The Huggetts Abroad... see me ... | General Film Distributors Ltd. | Gainsborough Pictures (1928) Br/E 12564 7,803 | May 9 chemical 
Ltd. diesel an 
rollers ; 
Fornien nt; | 
Three For Breakfast ...... «~~... | RKO Radio Pictures Ltd. _... | Walt Disney Productions Ltd. , F 12541 649 | May 6 a i 
Stairway For A Star sh 5s see ... | British Foundation Distributors | Stairway For A Star Corp. ... | F 12542 5,186 | May 6 weer 
The Sea Hound—Episode 1—(Captain Silver | Columbia Pictures Corp. Ltd. | Columbia Pictures International | F 12546 2,422 | May 9 engines 
Sails Again). Corp. gears of 
The Sea Hound—Episode 2—(Spanish Gold)... m - m = F 12547 1,706 | May 9 with pet 
The Sea Hound—Episode 3—(The Mystery of “ - Re = F 12548 1,696 | May 9 galvaniz 
The Map). equipme 
The Sea Hound—Episode 4—(Menaced By a = > F 12549 1,614 | May 9 quantity 
Ryaks). 2 | 
The Sea Hound—Episode 5—(Captain Silver's ” ” ” ” F 12550 1,642 | May 9 omen 
Strategy). 
The Sea Hound—Episode 6—(The Sea Hound aa a PA uf F 12551 1,452 | May 9 At th 
At Bay). May 25- 
The Sea Hound—Episode 7—(Rand’s Treacherv) - ss me " F 12552 1,695 May 9 extractor 
The Sea Hound—Episode 8—(In The Admiral’s os ai ms * F 12553 1,631 | May 9 transforn 
Lair). Y motors ; 
The Sea Hound—Episode 9—(On The Water 9 ” ” ” F 12554 1,667 | May 9 preparat 
Wheel). 
The Sea Hound—Episode 10—(On The Treasure 5s a a . F 12555 1,439 | May 9 Coles Li 
Trail). 
The Sea Hound—Episode 11—(Sea Hound ” ” as me F 12556 1,632 | May 9 
Attacked). Date 
The Sea Hound—Episode 12—(Dangerous io ” ” " F 12557 1,442 | May 9 
Waters). May 16-2 
The Sea Hound—Episode 13—(The Panther’s . es a és F 12558 1,674 May 9 
Prey). May 17-1] 
The Sea Hovwnd—Episode 14 -(The Fatal es = m me F 12559 1,664 | May 9 
Double-Cross). 
The Sea Hound—Episode 15 —(Captain Silver’s se se 5 x F 12560 1,676 | May 9 May 18 
Last Stand). 
The Sun Comes Up ee so =" ... | Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer Pic- | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer | F 12561 8,378 | May 9 
tures Ltd. May 19 
The Stratton Story a bes ooh soe = i of = ie F 12562 9,575 | May 9 
or May 24- 





Br/E indicates that the film is an exhibitors’ quota film. 

The registered length of the film “ Dark Eves Of London " (Br/R 2296), registered on October 4, 1939, has been altered to 5,465 feet. 

Directions under Section 3 (i) of the Cinematograph Films Act, 1948, have been issued in respect of the undermentioned films, which will accordingly count May 25- 
for the exhibitors’ quota for the year commencing October 1, 1949 :— 


Four Feathers = = .. Br/TR 1854 
In Which We Serve ... — .. Br/TR 5778 May 25-! 
Love Story... ite om ... Br/TR 7693 
Madonna Of The Seven Moons... + Br/TR 7882 June 1-2 


June 2 


Imports of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 


THE MINISTRY OF FOOD announces, in agreement with the The necessary arrangements with H.M. Customs and Excise have 

Board of Trade, that the following additions have been made to the been made and importers who already hold licences of the O.F.F.V. 
list of items which may be imported under the individual licensing _ series will be allowed, without amendment to their licences, to import 
arrangements announced in the Board of Trade Journal of December during the permitted periods the additional commodities mentioned } June g 


25, 1948, and subsequent issues. above from the countries named against each commodity. 
The additional commodities concerned and the countries from Importers not already in possession of the appropriate licences f June 14 
which they may be imported as from May 9, 1949, are :— and who wish to share in the above arrangements should submit an 
Bilberries, Lingenberries and similar types Eire, France, application (in duplicate) on Form ILD/A, which may be obtained | June 14- 
French North Africa from the Board of Trade, Import Licensing Department, 189 Regent j 
Blackberries ose ote tee .. Eire Street, London, W.1, from the usual Customs Offices, or from the une 14- 
Cherries seteh (ith lesd Auber ehigliin +. ed geen Ministry of Food, Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Division, Import 
Cucumbers st ve aus -.- , walibeann Section, Carlton Hotel, Pall Mall, London, S.W.1, For administra- }| ——— 
eat: anil anal athine Eire tive convenience, importers are asked to send such applications to 
Currants, black, ee a 2 the Board of 'Trade through the Ministry of Food, at the above address. 
Grapes oe be pee — eee Turkey Consideration will also be given to applications for specific licences 
Melons oe sind ope “ve -» Turkey to import the commodities mentioned in this Press Notice from 
Sloes bik oN pes as = “ieee sources other than those specified. Any such applications should | THE [I 
Tomatoes (up to July 31, 1949) ... ... France be submitted on Form ILD/A in a similar manner. pe 
owne: 


Stocks 
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Ministry of Supply Auction Sales 


LARGE quantity of engineering and electrical plant and equip- 

ment, together with a quantity of miscellaneous stores, will be on 

offer at the Ministry of Supply Depot 108, Debach Airfield, near 
Woodbridge, Suffolk, on May 25-26. 

Stores offered will include electric motors ; dynamos ;_trans- 
formers and generators ; German-made electric rotary transformers, 
portable engine-driven generators and motor generators ; a large 
quantity of electric cable ; steel wire cables ; 12-volt accumulators ; 
unserviceable accumulators ; chemical storage tanks and dismantled 
chemical plant ; textile machinery ; pumps and pumping gear ; 
diesel and petrol engines ; mobile cranes ; bogie trucks ; diesel road 
rollers ; road scrapers ; flexible drives ; spraying plant and equip- 
ment ; power-driven mangles ; various sized shackles ; miscellaneous 
water supply fittings ; mobile trailer field generators with diesel 
engines ; electric travelling crane parts ; overhead travelling winch 
gears of German make ; charging sets ; a portable vacuum cleaner 
with petrol engine ; copper, banding and other wire ; a quantity of 
galvanized skid chains ; telescopic tubular masts ; photographic 
equipment ; various tools ; bicycles and bicycle spares ; a large 
quantity of engineering and electrical spares and miscellaneous items ; 
boots ; shoes ; oilskin coats and leggings ; flying kit ; large quan- 
tities of miscellaneous clothing and numerous other items. 

At the Ministry of Supply Depot 119, Knottingley, Yorks, on 
May 25-27, the stores to be offered include degreasing plants ; air 
extractor plants; lighting plants; compressors; generators ; 
transformers ; alternators; petrol and diesel engines ;_ electric 
motors ; petrol-driven pump units ; hardness testing machines ; gas 
preparation unit ; vacuum pumps ; Lister and other petrol trucks ; 
Coles Leyland 34-ton crane ; Federal 6-ton crane ; rectifier sets ; 


motor tug hull ; steam rocket locomotive ; two Chevrolet motor 
trucks; weighing machines; fire retarding paint; tarpaulin sheets; 
hiduminium bars and channels ; cabling ; a large quantity of welding 
electrodes ; used car batteries and accumulators ; slings ; pressure 
gauges ; fine wire netting ; turntable gear (loose parts) ; beeswax ; 
bostick ; grinding wheels ; emery wheels ; various bolts, nuts, clips, 
cleat hooks, etc. ; machine tools and machine tool accessories ; hand 
trucks, carts and barrows ; platform scales ; 6-lb. stone-breaking 
hammers ;_ carpenters’ hammers and various other hand tools ; 
bicycles and bicycle spares ; cordage ; leather cloth window blinds ; 
loud speakers ; hand battery lamps ; first aid kits and boxes ; 
lengths of second-hand rubber flooring in various sizes ; brown 
linoleum in assorted lengths and widths ; assault, ranger, paddle and 
bladder boats ; buoys; dinghies ; lifting jacks ; aluminium and 
steel wire ; rubber hose ; 3-ply rubber belting in various widths ; 
coarse hemp ; steel lathe cutting tools ; grinding wheels, emery cloth 
discs, buffing wheels and polishing brushes. A large quantity of 
footwear, clothing and demobilization suits will also be on offer, 
including hats ; shirts ; pullovers ; breeches ; oilskins ; dungarees ; 
overall coats ; stockings; leggings ; overcoats ; slipper socks ; 
anti-gas clothing ; flannel trousers ; uniform clothing ; various 
underclothing ; rubber knee and over-boots ; leather boots and 
shoes ; canvas shoes ; gloves, etc. ; blankets ; sheets ; pillow slips ; 
pillows ; mattresses ; towels and numerous other items. 

Details of these and other sales arranged by the Ministry of Supply 
will be found in the list below. Catalogues, which permit admission 
on all view days in addition to admission to the sale, can be obtained 
from the auctioneer, price sixpence. 




















| 
Date | Stores Location Auctioneer 
May 16-20 | Motor vehicles and trailers, motor cycles, | M.O.S. Depot, Elstow, Kempston Hardwick, | W. & H. Peacock, 10 Lime Street, Bedford. 
factory trucks, miscellaneous items, etc. Bedford. (Tel. : Bedford 3115.) 
May 17-18 | Outer and underclothing, pianos, counter | R.A.F.M.U. No. 90, Warton, nr. Preston, Lancs. | Leslie A. Butson, 39 Abingdon Street, Blackpool. 
| geales, footwear, hardware, woodware, (Tel. : Blackpool 21073.) 
| cooking equipment, etc. 
May 18... Electrical equipment, footwear, various | M.O.S. Depot 91, Rainton, nr. Stamford, Lincs. | Messrs. Richardsons, 15 Barn Hill, Stamford. 
items of clothing, M.T. spares, tools and (Tel. : Stamford 3315.) 
general stores. 
May 19 ... | Electrical and radio equipment, large quan- | R.A.F. M.U. No. 25, Hartlebury, Kidderminster, | Nock & Joseland, Bank Buildings, Kidderminster. 
tity of clothing, footwear, bedding, etc., Worcs. (Tel. : Kidderminster 2053.) 
| dinghy equipment, general stores. 
May 24-27 | Motor vehicles, electric motors, radio com- | M.O.S. Depot, Rotherwas, Hereford Russell, Baldwin & Bright, 20 King Street, Here- 
ponents, wheels, tyres, general miscel- ford. (Tel.: Hereford 2184.) 
laneous items. 
May 25-26 Generating sets, transformers, accumulators, | M.0.S. Depot 108, Debach Airfield, nr. Wood- | Robert Bond & Son, 3a Butter Market, Ipswich. 
| batteries, diesel and petrol engines, radio bridge, Suffolk. (Tel. : Ipswich 3218.) 
| and general electrical stores. 
May 25-27 | Electrical and engineering equipment, foot- | M.O.S. Depot 119, Knottingley, Yorks. Bentley & Son, Knottingley, Yorks. (Te). : 
| wear, clothing, textiles and general stores. Knottingley 311.) 
June 1-2 .., | Miscellaneous R.A.F. stores and equipment | R.A.F.M.U. No. 61, Handforth, Wilmslow, Man. | Brady & Son, 17 Warren Street, Stockpo 
| chester. (Tel. : Stockport 2252/3.) 
June 2 | Used outer and underclothing, new footwear, | R.S. Depot, Warley, Brentwood, Essex... Messrs. Kemsleys, 10 Western Road, Romford. 
jack knives and miscellaneous stores. (Tel. : Romford 17.) 
All the above sales have previously been announced in the Board of Trude Journal. 
Newly Arranged Sales 
June8 .,. | General miscellaneous R.A.F. stores and | R.A.F. M.U. No. 16, Sandon Road, Stafford ... | South & Stubbs, Bank Passage, Stafford. (Tel.: 
equipment. Stafford 82.) 
June 14 General miscellaneous stores and equipment | R.A.F. M.U. No. 14, Carlisle, Cumberland Harrison & Hetherington, 147 Botchergate, 
Carlisle. (Tel.: Carlisle 1792/3.) 
June 14-15 | General miscellaneous stores and equipment | M.O.S. Depot 1, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, S.E.18| Johnston, Evans, Horne & Co., 18/19 Ironmonger 
Lane, E.C. (Tel. : Monarch 39465 and 5177.) 
June 14-17 | Motor vehicles, etc., trailers, motor cycles | M.O.8. Depot, Thorp Arch, nr. Boston Spa, | Hepper & Sons, Hepper House, Hast Parade, 
Yorks, Leeds, 1. (Tel.: Leeds 31241.) 








Machine Tools Disposals 


which will be held as frequently as the quantity of tools becoming 


available will permit. 
Notice of forthcoming auctions of machine tools will be given in the 


Board of Trade Fournal. 


THE Disposals Centres in London and at the Daimler No. 2 Factory, 
Coventry, will be closed on June 30, 1949, when sales of Government- 
owned surplus machine tools at fixed prices will be discontinued. 
Stocks held at that date, and future surpluses, will be sold at auctions 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Key Industry Duty Exemptions 


THE Treasury have made an Order under Section 10 of the Finance 
Act, 1926, exempting formic acid (of a strength not less than 98 per 
cent. by weight), malic acid, paraphenetidine, meta-aminophenol and 
isopropyl hydrogen phosphate from Key Industry Duty for the period 
beginning May 12, 1949, and ending June 30, 1949. 

The Order is entitled ‘‘ The Safeguarding of Industries (Exemption) 
(No. 3) Order, 1949,” and is published as Statutory Instruments 1949 
No. 869. Copies of the Order may be obtained (price 1d. net, by 
post 2d.) direct from His Majesty’s Stationery Office, York House, 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2, or through any bookseller. 

Any communications regarding the renewal of this Order for the 
period July 1, 1949, to December 31, 1949, should be addressed to 
Industries and Manufactures (General) Division, Board of Trade, 
Millbank, London, S.W.1, before June 4, 1949. 


Imports of Early Potatoes from Malta 


THE Minister of Food, in agreement with the Board of Trade and the 
Agricultural Departments, announces that the importation of a limited 
quantity of early potatoes from Malta will continue to be allowed up to 
May 24, 1949, instead of up to May 14, as had previously been 
announced. 

The necessary arrangements with H.M. Customs and Excise have 
been made. Importers holding the appropriate import licences 
(prefix No. OF FV) will be allowed to import early potatoes from Malta 
during this extended period without amendment to their existing 
licences. 

Applications by importers not already holding such licences should 
be submitted in the first instance to the Ministry of Food, Potato and 
Carrot Division, Import Section, Carlton Hotel, Pall Mall, London, 
S.W.1. 

Importers are reminded that any supplies of early potatoes imported 
under these arrangements must be accompanied by a Certificate of 
Health in compliance with the regulations of the Imports of Plants 
Order issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and no 
potato foliage must be used as packing material in the containers of 
the supplies. 


Import Duties Drawback on Machinery Belting 


THE Treasury have made the Import Duties (Drawback) (No. 9) 
Order, 1949, which provides for the allowance of drawback on 
machinery belting, including conveyor and elevator bands, where the 
value of the belting at importation exceeded £18 15s. a cwt. 

The Order which came into operation on May 12, has been pub- 
lished as Statutory Instruments 1949 No. 868. 


Import Duties Drawback Order 


THE Treasury have made the Import Duties (Drawback) (No. 8) 
Order, 1949, which provides for a period of one year drawback in 
respect of certain kinds of paper (Kraft, greaseproof, etc.) used in the 
manufacture of unused open-topped paper bags without flaps. 

The Order, which came into operation on May 9, has been published 
as Statutory Instruments 1949 No. 858. 


New Air Service to Iceland 

A NEW air service by Iceland Airways between Reykjavik and London 
has been scheduled to fly once a week in each direction. Leaving 
Reykjavik at 0830 G.M.T. each Tuesday, the plane will take 44 hours 
to cover the 845 statute miles between Reykjavik and Prestwick, 
arriving at the latter place at 1300 G.M.T. The next stage, between 
Prestwick and London, will take 2 hrs. 5 mins., and the aircraft will 
arrive at Northolt at 1635 G.M.T. 

On the following day, Wednesday, the same aircraft will leave 
Northolt at 0936 G.M.T. and, returning via Prestwick, will reach 
Reykjavik at 1745 G.M.T. 

The return fare Reykjavik—London, available for 12 months, is 
£60 12s. Od. 


Chemical Research Laboratory Report for 1947 
“ CHEMISTRY RESEARCH, 1947,”’ published for the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research by H.M. Stationery Office, 
price 2s. Od. (70 cents United States), by post 2s. 2d., gives details of 
Government research at the Chemical Research Laboratory during the 
year. 

The report of the Chemistry Research Board describes the main 


Sa 


fields of activity at the Laboratory together with its further reorganiz 
tion and re-equipment. A great increase in liaison with the British 
chemical and allied industries has occurred and in 1947, a Successful 
series of ‘‘Open Days’”’ was held to coincide with the Cente 
Celebrations of the Chemical Society and the International Congress 
of Pure and Allied Chemistry in London. ‘The Report of the Board 
announces the formation of a Pure Metals Committee under the 
chairmanship of Dr. C. J. Smithells. This is concerned with the 
preparation of pure metals for research and development purposes in 
the United Kingdom. 


Handbook for Prospectors of Uranium Ores 


THE present-day prospector looks for uranium instead of gold 
To promote exploration throughout the Colonial territories for ores 
of uranium, the Geological Survey of Great Britain Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research (Atomic Energy Division), has 
produced a short technical pamphlet entitled A Prospector’; 
Handbook to Radioactive Mineral Deposits. The pamphlet jg 
published for the D.S.I.R. by H.M. Stationery Office, price 64, 
(20 cents United States) by post 7d. It provides the fundamental 
scientific information necessary to guide prospectors, geologists and 
mining engineers in their widespread search for those mineral deposits 
which form the basis of all developments in the field of atomic energy, 

The British Government has made great investments in atomic 
energy installations, and the Ministry of Supply has recently guaran. 
teed that over the next ten years it will purchase all the high-grade 
uranium ore that can be produced in the Colonial Empire, at a mini- 
mum price of £1,540 per long ton (13s. 9d. per pound) of contained 
uranium oxide. In appropriate circumstances the Ministry will give 
grants towards the development of producing mines and for the 
erection of extraction plants. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Rolled Brass and Naval Brass Condenser Tube Plates 


THE British Standard (B.S. 1541 : 1949) gives the chemical com- 
positions for both types and covers dimensions and weight of plates, 
It also includes requirements for provision of test samples and details 
of making tensile and bend tests. Price 2s. post free. 


Methods for Sheet Metal Pattern Development 


NOTWITHSTANDING the volume of sheet metal goods produced 
in this country the methods preferably to be employed in pattern 
drafting are insufficiently known. 

The standard (B.S. 1549 : 1949), of which Part 1 is now issued, 
deals primarily with assemblies in which, by reason of size, sim- 
plicity of outline or thinness of material, the neutral line may safely 
be ignored. In more complex structures where high dimensional 
accuracy is essential, bend allowance, dependent upon the neutral 
line, is a factor of importance and is under experimental investigation. 
Part 2 of the standard will in due course deal with the development 
of such shapes. 

The standard, as now issued, deals with three methods of develop- 
ment for single curvature work by radial line, parallel line and 
triangulation. 

Twenty illustrative geometrical and calculation examples are 
included. Price 3s. post free. 


Control Cocks for Low Pressure Gas 


BRITISH Standard (B.S. 1552 : 1949) deals with control plug cocks 
of copper base alloy with nominal sizes } inch to 2 inches B.S. pipe 
thread, used mainly for meters for low-pressure gas. The standard 
is limited in scope to plug cocks with separable keys in occasional 
use. 

Cocks made from castings and hot pressings are both recognized. 
The dimensions of plug squares, taper of plug, length of keys and 
dimensions of sealing surfaces have been standardized. Tests on 
the completed cocks are specified. 

Illustrations of three types of cocks and of 90 degrees and 180 
degrees niting washers are included. 

There is also an appendix on the effect of a reduced gas-way 
two-thirds of the cross-sectional area of the nominal bore of the 
tubing. In this appendix the maximum resistance to gas flow through 
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a typical meter and control cock with reduced area plug is given. 
Price 2s. post free. : a 

Copies of these standards may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, Sales Department, 24/30 Gillingham Street, 
London, S.W.1 (VIC 0522). 


CODES OF PRACTICE 
Gas Cooking Installations (Schools) 


THE Codes of Practice Committee have now issued, as a draft for 
comment, Code 332,402, “ Gas Cooking Installations (Schools),’’ 
prepared on their behalf by a Committee convened by the Institution 
of Gas Engineers. 

It deals principally with the selection and installation of gas cooking 
equipment for school kitchens designed to provide a meals service 
as laid down in S.R. & O. 1945 No. 345, ‘‘ Education, England and 
Wales. Regulations prescribing standards for school premises, 
1945.” 

Various types of appliances are described and recommendations 
made on points of design, while a table sets out suitable sizes ac- 
cording to the numbers to be catered for. Advice is also given on 
metering, governors and controls, ventilation and fire’ precautions. 


The Code is in draft form and subject, before publication in final 
form, to revision in the light of comments received. Comments, 
which are invited, should be submitted by June 13, 1949. 


The draft Code carries the usual warning that during the present 
abnormal conditions, it may not be practicable to take full advantage 
of all the recommendations in it. 


Copies may be obtained from the British Standards Institution, 
24/28 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, price 2s. post free, proof 
reference C.P.(B.) 848. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Canada’s Weekly—British Exports Supplement (Thos. Skinner 
& Co. (Publishers) Ltd., 330 Gresham House, 24 Old Broad Street, 
London, E.C.2, subscription rates in United Kingdom, £1 10s. per 
annum). Devoted to British textiles and fashions likely to make 
an appeal in the Canadian market. Contents include articles showing 
how London couture is becoming an effective rival to Paris dress- 
making; the uses haute couture is making of rayon fabrics; the new 
season’s blouses; knitwear styling for the export market; news on 
Irish linen; brighter styles in men’s clothes; the popularity of 
lightweight suitings and London’s skill in producing good travel 
articles. The supplement is well illustrated. 


British Plastics Year Book, 1949. (Iliffe & Sons, Ltd., Dorset 
House, Stamford Street, London, S.E.1, price 30s. Od. net). The 
scope of this Year Book has been further widened to correspond with 
the growth of the plastics industry and the uses to which plastics can 
be put in other trades. The book gives, among other items, a review 
of recent patents, a classified list of raw materials, including resins, 
solvents, plasticizers and the firms producing them, a list of manu- 
facturers of goods moulded and fabricated from plastics materials, 
plant and equipment available to the plastics industry, glossaries of 
proprietary names and technical terms, names and addresses of firms, 
associations, research organizations, consultants, designers, periodicals, 
etc., and technical and general data concerning the industry. 


Management (published quarterly by the College of Industrial 
Management and Engineering, Ltd., Shaftesbury Buildings, Station 
Street, Birmingham, 5, at 2s. Od. per copy or 8s. 6d. per year, post 
free). This magazine is the official journal of the College and is 
intended primarily for directors, executives and engineers. 


Load Conditions of Arc and Resistance Welding Plant on Public 
Supply Mains. (British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ 
Association, 36/38 Kingsway, London, W.C.2, 1s. Od. net). 


Cloth and Clothes: May 1949. (139/143 Oxford Street, London, 
A, annual subscription £1—for overseas circulation only). Con- 
tents in this issue include a merchandise review of the B.I.F., and 
chapters devoted to woollens, worsteds, tropical suitings, shirtings 
and sports clothes. 


Merseyside—Industrial Report No. 3. (Lancashire Industrial 
Development Association, 94 Market Street, Manchester. 1s.) 
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COMPANY MEETING 


BRITISH-AMERICAN TOBACCO COMPANY LIMITED 


Tue Forty-SixtH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING was held on May 6 at 
Townsend House, Greycoat Place, Westminster, S.W.1. Mr. H. R. Goucu, 
the Chairman, presided. 

The following is an extract from the proceedings : 

The Secretary (Mr. E. G. Langford) read the report of Messrs. Deloitte, 
Plender, Griffiths & Co., Chartered Accountants, appended to the accounts. 

The Chairman said :— 

The Accounts, which, for the first time and in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the Companies Act, 1948, include consolidated figures. I believe 
you will readily agree that in the actual presentation of the figures a satis- 
factory degree of clarity has been achieved. Regrettably, it proved 
impracticable this year to publish comparative figures in view of the 
considerable amount of re-arrangement required by certain provisions of 
the Companies Act, but to some extent this omission has been made good by 
the Explanatory Statement on page 2 of the Accounts now before you. 

I must emphasize the importance of No. 9 of ‘‘ Notes on Consolidated 
Balance Sheet ” on page 9, and the comment in the last but one paragraph 
of the Explanatory Statement on page 2, which calls attention to the effect 
of exchange controls and other regulations affecting the transfer of assets 
and convertibility of currencies. For example, take the last item on the 
Assets side of the Consolidated Balance Sheet—Balances at Bankers and 
Cash in Transit, an amount of some £21,000,000. This, in part, is an 
expression in sterling at rates of exchange current on the 30th September 
last of sums of money in many foreign currencies which, however, on that 
date were not necessarily convertible into sterling at all. 

I anticipate that a considerable amount of your interest in the Accounts 
now before you centres on the item “‘ Fixed Asset and Stock Replacement 
Reserve ’’—references to it appear on payes 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 9 of these 
Accounts. 

The actual build-up of the “‘ Fixed Asset and Stock Replacement Reserve” 
on your Company’s books is shown in Note 6 on page 9 under “‘ Notes on 
Balance Sheet,” and you will have understood that the resultant amount of 
£6,000,000 represents the retention in the business of only £1,639,045 of 
new money, the remainder representing a re-allocation of moneys previously 
retained either in the form of the Obsolescence Reserve, Excess Profits Tax 
Provision or Undivided Profits. 

In this connection, I should further explain. that your Company’s net 
profit figure of £5,326,478 includes an amount of £230,818 representing the 
Obsolescence element for the year under review which, but for the 
Companies Act, 1948, would, as hitherto, have been included in the charge 
for Depreciation ; this amount is incorporated in the figure of £1,639,045 
referred to above. 

Your Company’s net profits for the year under review amounted to 
£5,326,478, but for purposes of comparison the amount of £230,818, to 
which I have just referred, should be deducted, leaving £5,095,660 for 
distribution of further appropriation. This figure of £5,095,660 is com- 
parable with a figure of £5,238,444 in respect of the previous year, the 
latter amount being the figure as published in the previous year’s accounts 
after adjustment to reflect the altered method of showing the Preference 
dividends less Income Tax instead of as subject to Income Tax as heretofore. 

I believe you will readily agree that, in themselves, the results as dis- 
closed for the year ended 30th September last cannot be regarded as any- 
thing but satisfactory ; nevertheless, I feel it my duty to remind you that 
such hopes as we had of a betterment in world trading conditions generally 
have not been realised. This is particularly true of the Far East, where 
the staffs of the associated companies operating in some areas continue to 
carry on their work with zeal and enthusiam. 

Weighing these factors one against the other, and in view of the reduction 
in the net profit for the year, my colleagues and I felt it prudent not to 
recommend the maintenance of a final dividend at last year’s level. 

The position then is that the carry-forward last year was £3,899,407 to 
which must be added the profit for the year as previously mentioned of 
£5,326,478, less the dividend on the 5% Preference Stock of £123,750 ; 
on the 6% Preference Stock of £198,000 ; and the two interim dividends 
paid during the year on the Ordinary Stock amounting to £2,375,776, 
leaving a disposable balance of £6,528,359. 

Out of this amount the Directors recommend the distribution, on 30th 
June next of a final dividend (free of United Kingdom Income Tax) on the 
issued Ordinary Stock of Ten Pence per £1 of Stock, amounting to 
£989,907, and the allocation of £1,838,193 to Fixed Asset & Stock Replace- 
ment Reserve, leaving £3,700,259 to be carried forward. 

This is an opportune moment for me to make some reference to the date 
in future on which such final dividends as may be recommended and you 
may approve will be paid. Muchas I regret it, there is little prospect of our 
being able to call the Annual General Meeting in future years for a date 
earlier than has been the case this year and, therefore, it is the present 
intention of your Directors to continue, in so far as trading results justify, to 
declare interim dividends payable at the end of March and September and 
to recommend the declaration of a final dividend payable at the end of June. 

The Report and Accounts were adopted. 








This report is published as an advertisement 








BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


OVERSEAS TRADE SECTION 


Netherlands Antilles, A Hard Currency Market in the 
Caribbean 


The following article was written for the Board of 'Trade Journal by His Majesty’s Consul at Curacao. 


The Commercial Relations 


and Exports Department of the Board of Trade, I.C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1, will be pleased to answer any questions 
arising out of this article. 


HE Netherlands Antilles consists of two groups of islands. 

Curacao, Aruba and Bonaire, 12 degrees North of the Equator, and 

about 40 miles off the coast of Venezuela near Lake Maracaibo, 
form the commercially interesting group. 


St. Eustatius, Saba, and St. Martin (part Netherlands) are in the 
Lesser Antilles chain and have no appreciable commercial interest. 


Exports to this area absorb sterling which otherwise H.M. Treasury 
would be obliged, under existing arrangements, to convert into 
dollars. Hence, exports to the Netherlands Antilles are as good as 
exports to the dollar area, though payment in sterling is the correct 
form of remittance and should be accepted as such. 


The local currency is the Curacao guilder or florin, of 100 cents and 
at present rated at 7-6 guilders to £1 (stable). It should be noted that 
the Metropolitan Netherlands guilder has been devalued by com- 
parison. 


Type of Economy and Development 


Venezuela has large oil resources but is short of deep sea harbours ; 
also, she has not always enjoyed the internal stability that would 
encourage investments in the form of large industrial installations 
within the country, by foreign organizations. Hence Curacao and 
Aruba, both having good, deep harbours and being near to some of the 
Venezuelan oil sources, attracted the ‘‘ Shell ’’ and ‘‘ Standard Oil of 

_New Jersey ”’ organizations, for the building of very large oil refineries, 
directly employing in Curacao, for example, about 12,000 people. 
The oil is brought over from Venezuela in shallow draught tankers. 


The oil has attracted enormous shipping tonnages both for bunker- 
ing and transportation of the oil. In recent years Curacao and Aruba 
together have handled an annual shipping tonnage on a par with New 
York. 


Royal Dutch Airlines, K.L.M., have made Curacao their Caribbean 
Division Headquarters and the Royal Dutch Steamboat Company, 
K.N.S.M., maintains a considerable organization in Curacao. 


The quaintness of Willemstad Curacao, its excellent shopping 
centre, harbour and bunkering facilities attracts regular all year weekly 
cruise calls from the United States and in addition during the cruise 
season proper in the early months of the year, the largest cruise ships 
from the United States make regular calls at the rate of about two a 
week, sometimes landing eight hundred tourists at a call ; the R.M.S. 
** Caronia ’’ makes three calls in 1949. 


For various reasons Venezuelans find it convenient to shop in 
Curacao and branded articles well known in Venezuela sell readily and 
in quantity in Curacao. 


There is a Phosphate Mining Company at Newport, Curacao. 


Curacao is used as a port of transhipment for cargoes for Venezuela, 
Aruba and the other islands of the Caribbean ; the latter are served 
by schooners and small motor-ships. 


These activities maintain a thriving and prosperous community in 
Curacao (91,450) and Aruba (47,932). Bonaire (5,356) has no good 
harbour and is rural in character. 


All three of these islands are impracticable for sustained agriculture 
on any scale under present conditions due to water shortage and labour 
costs, so that a negligible amount of food is grown and raised locally. 

There is no local production of consumer goods of any consequence 
on these islands. 

Hence, the islands are bound to import almost all their requirements 


and as purchasing power is considerable, imports reach an impressive 
annual total. 


Imports into Curacao and Aruba in 1947 (expressed in £’s sterling) 
are shown in the following table :— 





Item | 








Curacao Aruba 
-———_—_—_—. 
Foodstuffs and beverages 4,271,230 2,040,078 
Finished manufactures ... 2,120,060 877,709 
Machinery and apparatus 1,275,160 485,844 
Petroleum products 21,839,340 41,601,780 
Other articles 6,447,036 2,910,287 
Total 35,952,826 47,915,698 











These break-down as follows : 63 per cent. from Venezuela, mainly 
oil; 13-8 per cent. from the United States ; 2-85 per cent. from the 
United Kingdom ; 2-6 per cent. from the Netherlands and the 
remainder fairly evenly spread over the trading world. 


It will be noted that in oil Aruba surpasses Curacao, whilst in other 
items, Curacao is foremost. 


In Curacao and Aruba building and urban development generally is 
going on, and is planned and sanctioned ahead, on a considerable scale, 
including improvement of harbour facilities, a new harbour bridge 
with approaches thereto, Government housing scheme, a cripples’ 
hospital, new post office, airport buildings, hotels and casinos, roads, 
water distillation plants, showrooms, shops, garages and _ service 
stations, and spacious villas. 


Amongst the local people there is a substantial number in Curacao 
and Aruba who are very wealthy indeed by present European standards 
and who vie with one another in the luxury of house and _ household 
equipment, car and personal appointments. 


Trade Conditions 


There are no restrictions on trade with the sterling area. There are 
also virtually no restrictions on trading with any other part of the 
world. No country enjoys any preferential trading arrangement 
with this Territory. There is very little personal prejudice against 
trading with any nation except Germany ; many of the tradespeopl 
are proud of being Jewish. 


With the exception of specialized lines of world-wide repute forth 
tourist, price and delivery are the main considerations. Westem 
Hemisphere countries have excellent transportation facilities at ther 
disposal and work the market energetically so that the British merchant 
has to preserve a high order of commercial practice to maintain his 
interests in the face of this competition, in spite of the circumstant 
that sometimes the firms with whom he deals appear not to be # 
efficient themselves. 


Presentation of foodstuffs, and packaged goods generally, is 0 
particular importance because of American competition. 
difficulty of providing catalogues and brochures of a lavish nature cal 
only be counteracted by clear statement of prices and specification 
and a ready answer to correspondence. 

Customs duties on a wide range of articles amount to 3+3 per ceft. 
of f.o.b. value, port of shipment. Details of customs duties on pat 
ticular items can be obtained from the Commercial Relations até 


Exports Department of the Board of Trade at the address given above > 


Items in Which There is Interest 


Following is a list of commodities in which there is interest tt 
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“IB.LF. EARLS COURT 


Textiles, the central display at the Earls Court section of the British Industries Fair, once more reflect the lead 
chat British manufacturers of fabrics have in quality, design and colour. Skill and craftsmanship that are peculiarly 
British, too, are seen in the leather goods, pottery and glassware. The Commonwealth Section with stands from 
Canada, South Africa, India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Malta, Malaya, the West Indies and the rest, has been an 
outstanding attraction. 
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Overseas visitors interested in British pottery. 


Furniture and 
soft furnishings. 
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Earis Court continued 





git 


Examples of latest gown styles. Queen Mary at the Hong Kong stand in the Commonwealth Section. 


B.1.F. OLYMPIA 


Olympia shows recent achievements in the field of scientific instruments and chemicals, in the making of clocks and 
watches ; in the art and craft of the jeweller, the cutler, the silversmith and of the makers of toys, sports goods, 
musical instruments, radio sets, and printing machinery. 


X-ray equipment shown on behef 4 
the National Health Servi@iiy 


Radio isotopes are offered to 
industry by the Ministry of Supply 
at their Atomic Energy stand. 
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a 
A diesel locomotive for heavy shunting. 
A hollow-forged steel boiler drum, weighing 


(Below.) 
over 13 tons, for high-pressure work. 
A * away ia 2 
“Sty 


Dmething outsize in tennis-rackets. 





B.LF. BIRMINGHAM 


The centre of Britain’s heavy industries shows the latest in the tools that get the big jobs done. Power and 
precision are the factors most notable in these examples of the work of firms whose names are household words 
the world over. 


11, (exponr) Go. 








Solid drawn steel ammonia-separator. 


(Below.) Fluorescent lamps of various size: 
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One unit of a 3-phase oil circuit breaker, 275,000 volts. 
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The larger machine 
weighs up to 100 
tons andthe smaller 
(beneath it) up to 
four ounces. 
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importin, 
le and bulldozers. 

i. motorized bicycles and 
motor cycles: tyres and tubes. 

Cash registers. , 

Hand tools of good quality. : 

Scales and balances for domestic 
and shop use. 

Small craft, wooden, constructed 
for corrosive sea water con- 
ditions. 

Bedding. 

Carpets. 

Coir matting and mats. 

Cotton and linen manufactures. 

Curtain materials. 

Mosquito netting. 

Footwear. 

Men’s and women’s underwear 
and night attire. 

Haberdashery and clothing ac- 
cessories. 

Silk piece-goods. 

Light-weight wool piece-goods. 

Readymade light-weight suits. 

Confectionery,including chocolate. 

Canned, bottled and dehydrated 
foodstuffs and beverages. 

Fresh vegetables, fruit and salads 
(from neighbouring islands). 

Kitchen and hollow-ware. 

Domestic lighting fittings. 

Hardware, builders’ hardware and 
cabinet hardware. 

Building materials. 

Cement—substantial market for 
any firms prepared to cultivate a 
hard currency market in the 
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g from the United Kingdom, subject to competitive price. 


Sanitary ware. 

Floor and wall tiles. 

Steel and steel products such as 
seamless galvanized tube, fenc- 
ing, reinforcing rods and sheet- 


ing. 

Soil pipes. 

Soaps. 

Cutlery. 

Fancy goods. 

Fireworks. 

Cheap furniture, including plastic. 

Safes. 

Jewellery, silverware, and cutlery. 

Leather goods. 

Misceilaneous metal goods. 

Cheap radios with short-wave 
coverage, and large ostentatious 
cabinet. 

Better class radios, with short- 
wave coverage. 

Stationery. 

Toys (children receive presents on 
December 6 NOT December 25 
and deliveries required accord- 
ingly). 

Simple adding machines. 

China and pottery. 

Books and magazines. 

Whisky. 

(Town domestic electric supply 
Curacao and Aruba 125 volts 
50 cycles, 3 phase; some 220 
volts single phase in Curacao; 
** SHELL ” 220 volts, 50 cycles, 
3 phase and single phase; 
Screw type bulb sockets.) 


public interest. 


This list is not by any means exhaustive and does not include items 
for which there is a demand, but with which the market already appears 
to be rather full. As regards the latter, the importance of a competi- 
tive price has already been stressed and given a reasonable, sustained 
price advantage, it should be possible to introduce any item for which 
there is a demand in a hot dry climate. 'The Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department of the Board of Trade or the British Consulate, 
Curacao, will investigate any particular case. 

Foodstuffs require no special documents at present ; some pharma- 
ceuticals are analyzed by the authorities before release to the public. 

In offers to this Territory, legitimate emphasis should be given to 
proved popularity of a branded product in Venezuela, the United 
States and the Netherlands and the Netherlands Territories, for the 
Netherlands and some Netherlands Territories, going back, if neces- 
sary, to the time when import licence restrictions were less prohibitive 
than recently. 


Sales Promotion 


} By far the most satisfactory method is for an accredited representa- 

tive to visit the Territory regularly, accompanied by his local agent. 
The Territory, clearly on size alone, may not warrant a special journey 
of any length, but Curacao is such an excellent communication centre, 
with quite good hotels, that it forms a very convenient base, or stop- 
over point for the Caribbean, Central and South America and the 
Southern States of America: the two islands of Curacao and Aruba 
can in all probability be dealt with in three or four days as far as one 
type of commodity is concerned, and may well justify such a call. 
Entry on a journey starting from the United Kingdom is simple and 
requires no visa, but arrangements must be made to have guilders or 
dollars available. English is the only necessary language. 

There are a number of suitable commission agents available to 
United Kingdom firms. They generally prefer to deal direct with 
manufacturers. 

Some firms in Curacao have a buyer, or their own offices in the 
United Kingdom. For example, the “Shell” organization with 
Messrs. John Henderson (Curacao) Co. Ltd., their victuallers, which 
together constitute the main consumers in Curacao, buy via their 
= in London. Information on such firms is held by the Depart- 

ent. 

There are a number of houses in Curacao and Aruba that are 
Prepared to carry stocks and buy for their own account, but it is 
naturally more difficult at this stage to come to such an arrangement for 
costly items in a relatively small, well-developed market. 
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Representation via a Metropolitan Netherlands company as opposed 
to a direct local agent in the Territory, appears to offer more dis- 
advantage than otherwise and is not recommended. Several good 
Curacao and Aruba firms have branch offices in Venezuela and 
representation through these firms, if desired, can often be extended 
into Venezuela, if other arrangements have not been made to cover 
that country. 

There are daily papers of wide circulation available for advertising 
and the cinemas show slides. Some advertising should be con- 
templated for any newly introduced product. 

Curacao and Aruba have few of the sleepy qualities of the tropics : 
there is great activity, a fantastic number of motor cars and an air of 
well-dressed prosperity. 

It should be remembered that the present form of economy is based 
on oil and that gradually more oil will be refined in Venezuela itself 
than is the case at present. 

There is considerable leaning towards the United States: during 
the war, trade with Europe was brought to a standstill and the United 
States virtually took over the market. The market is aware that 
Europe in general and Britain in particular is now competing strongly 
for overseas trade. This is viewed with great respect. The great 
majority of traders are pleased to see any British representative and 
there is a lot of very real affection for Britain: our troops garrisoned 
the islands in the early days of the war and were liked. 

Post-war reasons for poor deliveries and seemingly slip-shod 
methods, such as bomb damage, conversion, reconstruction, and the 
like, however genuine, have worn very thin: in any event, they are 
very poor selling points. 


Communications 


The “ Harrison,” ‘‘ Royal Mail ’’ and other lines run regular freight 
services to Curacao, each approximately every two weeks. Goods for 
Aruba must be transhipped either at Curacao or in Holland as there is 
no direct service from the United Kingdom at present. 

Air-services are available to and from all terminals in Central and 
South America, the Caribbean Islands, Miami, New York, Great 
Britain and Europe. 

There is an airmail service three times a week to and from Kurope 
and airmail is very strongly recommended for all correspondence. 

‘* All American ’’ and Government cable companies operate Curacao 
and Aruba. 


U.K. Trade Commissioner Service 


THE Board of Trade announces that Mr. J. W. Stoodley, United 
Kingdom Trade Commissioner Grade II at Bombay, has been 
seconded to the Foreign Service for a period of three years to take up 
the post as First Secretary (Commercial) at Tel Aviv. 

Mr. F. B. Arnold, O.B.E., United Kingdom Trade Commissioner 
Grade II, has been transferred from Calcutta to Bombay where he 
arrived on April 26, 1949. 












Addresses of Board of Trade Departments, 


Officers and Overseas Representatives 
Last published 
United Kingdom Trade Commissioners 
and Imperial Trade Correspondents 16 April, 1949 
Commercial Diplomatic Officers 16 April, 1949 
Board of Trade Departments 26 March, 1949 
Board of Trade Regional Controllers 20 November, 1948 


Board of Trade Regional Export 
Officers... pike wag ee 
Board of Trade Regional Salvage and 
Recovery Officers ane 
Board of Trade Regional, Sub and 
District Offices ... ae re 
Export Credits Guarantee Department 
United Kingdom Ministers and Con- 
sular Officers ei ar “a 


British Chambers of Commerce in 
Foreign Countries 


Trade Enquiry Offices in London ... 


2 October, 1948 
1 January, 1949 


19 February, 1949 
16 April, 1949 


26 March, 1949 


27 November, 1948 
26 March, 1949 
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Turkey’s Current Sterling Position 


The following article was written for the Board of 'Trade Journal by His Majesty’s Counsellor (Commercial) at Ankara. The 
Commercial Relations and Exports Department of the Board of Trade, I.C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1, will be pleased to 
answer any questions arising out of this article. 


HE Foreign Trade position of Turkey has changed radically since 

1947. ‘The Central Bank of Turkey then possessed a matter of 

£16-17 million; the free convertibility of sterling had been sus- 
pended in the summer and there were persistent rumours that the 
pound sterling was likely to be devalued, which, if such an improbable 
thing had occurred, would have entailed a considerable loss for the 
Government. At the same time many goods required from the United 
Kingdom were difficult to obtain or obtainable only with considerable 
delay. 

The fact that deliveries from other countries were often at least as 
slow was liable to be overlooked as Turkey did not possess large stocks 
of other currencies. To meet these fears and criticisms, importers 
from the United Kingdom and from other countries willing to accept 
payment in sterling were encouraged. Further, exports of many 
commodities were not allowed for payment in sterling but only for 
payment against dollars or Swiss francs. 

The objective of this move was clearly not only to prevent any 
further increase in the sterling balances but also to gain dollars and 
Swiss francs. Unfortunately the second objective was not achieved, 
as generally Turkish produce is not of a kind readily saleable for 
dollars to the few countries possessing dollars. Even more un- 
fortunately, the first objective was not only reached, it was overshot. 
The United Kingdom showed an unexpected ability to deliver the 
goods and the prohibition of exports against sterling, which was relaxed 
only gradually during 1948, imparted a momentum to the swing in the 
balance of payments which could not be quickly stopped. 

United Kingdom exports and re-exports to Turkey in 1948 were 
£16-58 million, against imports from Turkey at £6°67 million, 
leaving a balance for the United Kingdom alone of £9-91 million 
against Turkey. 


Imports from U.K. 


Turkey then, having possessed some £16 million in the autumn of 
1947, finished 1948 for all practical purposes with the cupboard bare 
and found herself forced to restrict the imports from the United 
Kingdom which she had been so anxious to stimulate a year earlier. 

With the spectacle of war dislocation and social unrest in Europe 
as a whole so frighteningly clear, it was perhaps natural that the 
majority of people should have had less confidence than an Englishman 
in the strength of the pound sterling. It is pointless to argue. The 
facts that must be faced are that Turkey is now just about as short of 
sterling as she is of dollars and Swiss francs, that Turkish produce is on 
the whole more readily saleable for sterling than for dollars, but that 
the amount of possible exports for sterling which can at present be 
foreseen does not suffice to meet the bill for imports which Turkey 
badly needs and the United Kingdom is well able to supply. 

The volume of imports during the coming year must, therefore, 
depend primarily on the volume of exports. At present it seems 
inevitable that imports will have to be reduced, or that the country’s 
purchasing power will have to be supplemented to a great extent by the 
provision of foreign credits. It has been very roughly estimated that 
of total imports in 1948, 50 per cent. were capital goods. It is likely 
that this proportion will increase in the near future. 


Export Trade 


Both to bring the cost of living to a lower level and to encourage 
exports of ‘Turkish produce it is essential that the price and quality of 
Turkish products should be competitive with that of other countries. 
This is not to say that the price of all Turkish produce is high and 
unreasonable. On the contrary, the prices of a number of traditional 
Turkish exports such as dried fruits and tobacco are approximately at 
or not far above the levels of her competitors. But it is true by and 
large that for bulk merchandise such as cereals, oilseeds and pulses and 
for a variety of other goods which, though there is as yet no massive 
surplus for export, could be exported now in small quantities and later 
probably considerably developed, a revision of prices is necessary. 
Without such a revision, the cost of living is likely to remain uncom- 
fortably high and the country be unable by increased exports to earn 
the foreign exchange it needs. 

Bad habits were engendered by the pernicious system of trading 


carried on by Germany before the war, by compensation transactions 
and exchange manipulations which, by maintaining or raising the 
prices of imports into Turkey, allowed the raising and maintaining of 
Turkish export prices and of high individual profits. It is difficult to 
break bad habits and at least equally difficult to generate enthusiasm 
amongst traders for a reduction of profit rates. 

To increase and improve production and therefore exports of food. 
stuffs and raw materials, which is the object in Turkey of the Marshal] 
Plan, requires not only machinery and fertilizers but also better seed, 
better stock, irrigation, organization, and of course improved com. 
munications and sources of power to allow delivery at the ports at 
economic prices. This in turn requires foreign exchange which 
Turkey does not at present possess. 


European Recovery Programme 


The Turkish E.C.A. programme was worked out by the Turkish 
Government in co-operation with E.C.A. towards the end of 1948. It 
is designed to increase Turkey’s ability to produce surplus food and 
raw materials to exchange against other countries’ capital goods, 
Attention is concentrated on dry farming-agriculture, hard coal and 
lignite, chrome, iron, electric power and roads. Being a capital 
development programme it has naturally been slower in getting under 
way than in the case of countries requiring consumer goods, In 
January the Turkish Government appointed a special Minister of 
State to deal with and supervise all questions of foreign aid. 

The present need for capital is indisputable ; the need to use such 
capital in such a way that it will produce more foreign currency or 
reduce an existing drain of foreign exchange is equally important. 
Some help is to come from the E.C.A., some has been received from 
the Export-Import Bank, some may possibly be received from the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and there are 
always sources of private foreign capital to be considered. In con- 
sidering new loans to Turkey it is necessary to consider also past loans, 
Since 1938 the United Kingdom has afforded financial assistance in 
one way or another to the extent of about £90 million and, at the 
beginning of 1949, in order to help meet Turkey’s immediate diffi- 
culties, the United Kingdom made an agreement to provide drawing 
rights in sterling to the equivalent of $8 million. This agreement was 
negotiated by a delegation from the United Kingdom led by a 
representative of the Treasury. 

In the course of the negotiations the balance of payments between 
Turkey and the sterling area was thoroughly examined and investiga- 
tions made as to the extent to which Turkish exports to the sterling 
area can be stimulated. The degree to which this can be done will 
depend largely on the development of Turkish resources to produce at 
prices competitive with those of other countries selling to the United 
Kingdom. The service on the old sterling loans, at present amounts 
to the equivalent of some £34 million in value. This annual charges, 
under the original agreement, due to increase gradually during the 
next few years and, with the service of other loans, will absorb an 
appreciable proportion of Turkey’s exports. For this reason if for 
no other, it is essential if Turkey is to have foreign exchange from 
current exports available to buy imports, that new capital investment 
be devoted primarily to improving the country’s capacity for earning, 
or to reducing expenditure of, foreign exchange. 


Marshall Aid 


In accordance with this policy the Marshall dollars received this 
year ($50 million) are being devoted to agricultural and mining equip- 
ment and development and it is highly probable that future allocations 
will be used for similar investments. The authorities, it is believed, 
intend that the drawing rights money made available by the United 
Kingdom shall also be used for investment of this kind. As concerns 
any possible loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, nothing definite is known, but should such a loan 
eventuate, it seems likely that it may be for developing communica- 
tions, land and mines or some such project for which private capital 
would not normally be available. Such works could be comple- 
mentary to development with Marshall Plan money. 

There is room also for private capital. Memories of the unfortunate 
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past, of the sometimes dubious benefits to Turkey of foreign capital 
under the Ottoman Empire and of the dubious treatment of this 
foreign capital later, are an impediment. But the Turkish authorities 
have realized in recent years that with proper safeguards the investment 
of foreign capital here can be of great advantage to their country. 
They have, therefore, made arrangements by which, for suitable 

rojects useful to Turkish economy, they can now give guarantees for 
the safety of this capital. 


Position To-day 

In any consideration of 'Turkey’s position to-day it must always be 
borne in mind that it is only some twenty-five years since she emerged 
from the shadow of the Ottoman Empire and embarked on the work of 
becoming a modern state on the lines of Western democracy. It is 
scarcely surprising, therefore, to find modern Turkey imbued with a 
praiseworthy impatience to overcome all difficulties and arrive at once 
at a point which it has taken Western European countries some 
centuries to reach. 

There is no doubt that Turkey possesses great agricultural and 
mineral resources. There is equallly no doubt that, though the 
production of agriculture and the mining industry in 1948 was rather 
greater than in 1947, the gross production available for internal 
consumption and for export is too small to meet internal demand and 
to provide the foreign exchange the country needs. There are 
commodities here which are needed in the United Kingdom. Some, 
such as canned foods, poultry, frozen eggs, could be developed and in 
a position to earn foreign exchange in a reasonably short time. Others 
depending on the production of larger animals would take longer, and 
others again, such as forestry projects, still longer. The development 
thereof in an orderly way, the improvement of the quality and grading 
of agricultural produce can be of immense benefit to both the United 
Kingdom and ‘Turkey. With the present excellent relations between 
the two countries, with careful development of first things first and 
very careful use of scarce capital resources to develop projects on an 
economic and not too ambitious a basis, it should be possible, provided 
no political difficulties outside the control of either party arise, to effect 
a steady though slow increase in mutual trade. 


e J 
Restitution of Property to Nazi 
Vi e 
ictims 

A FOREIGN OFFICE announcement on the closing date for the 

filing of claims to property which was seized or sold under duress 
during the Nazi regime was given in the Board of Trade Journal of 
October 30, 1948. 

The Foreign Office now wishes to point out that no claim to 
securities or currencies will be refused if it is received at the Central 
Claims Registry (Das Zentralamt fur Vermogensverwaltung) before 
December 31, 1949. 

Claimants are advised therefore, to submit their claims now despite 
the fact that the original date of December 31, 1949, for the sub- 
mission of claims for securities and currencies, has already passed. 


Travel Regulations in Spain 


THE Spanish Government have issued an Order dated April 25, 1949, 
which amends as from May 1, 1949, the Exchange Control Order dated 
December 6, 1947, and complementary legislation regarding travel 
regulations. As a result, it is no longer obligatory for travellers 
entering Spain to exchange a minimum amount of foreign currency 
into pesetas to defray their expenses during their stay in that country. 


Previous notices about travel regulations in Spain appeared in the 
Board of Trade Journal of March 20 and June 12, 1948. 
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Visits by British Businessmen to 


Western Germany 


A REFERENCE to the new procedure to be followed by British 
businessmen who intend to visit Germany was published in, the 
Board of Trade Journal of April 2, 1949 (page 704). 

In some cases misunderstanding has arisen where visits to the 
American Zone are concerned. Visitors to the American Zone, when 
applying to their banks for their currency, should make it clear that 
they intend to visit that Zone and whether they will need a small 
amount of American currency (United States dollar travellers’ cheques 
which will be endorsed ‘‘ Encashable in the United States Zone of 
Germany only ’’.) 

The United States dollar travellers’ cheques, which are exchange- 
able in the American Zone into United States dollar script (local 
occupation currency) will be needed in the American Zone only to 
pay for international telephone calls or to send cables otherwise than 
froma }.E.I.A. hotel, or, if the visitor is travelling in his own car, to buy 
petrol, oil, etc., in that Zone. Consequently the amount of dollar 
travellers’ cheques which will be issued to any person is strictly 
limited. 

The sterling instruments issued, whether in the form of travellers’ 
cheques, letters of credit or cash cheques, are all that is necessary to 
meet all other expenses in the American Zone or in the British or 
French Zones. * Sterling travellers’ cheques may be exchanged, in the 
American Zone of Germany, for Deutschemark coupons, which will be 
needed at present to pay for accommodation, etc., in a J.E.1.A. hotel in 
the American Zone, but any sterling instruments can be exchanged for 
ordinary Deutschemark notes, for payment for other accommodation 
in the American Zone or for use anywhere in the British or French 
Zones. 

Deutschemark coupons cannot be obtained by surrendering Deutsche- 
mark notes. ‘Therefore visitors who have taken accommodation in a 
J.E.1.A. hotel in the American Zone are warned that they should 
reserve sufficient sterling travellers’ cheques to exchange for Deutsche- 
mark coupons which may be obtained at the J.E.I.A. hotel concerned. 
If they exchange the whole of their sterling into Deutschemark notes 
they will not be able to obtain Deutschemark coupons. 

Travel to Western Germany is now as nearly as possible on the same 
basis as travel to any other country. Visitors must make their own 
arrangements for their hotel or other accommodation, whatever Zone 
they wish to visit. ‘They will be well advised, particularly in the case 
of visits to the busier centres, to book their accommodation beforehand. 
The services of a travel agency can be sought or, if the visitor already 
knows of addresses he may book his accommodation direct by letter, 
telephone or telegram from England before he leaves. 

All visitors to Western Germany should be aware that surplus 
Deutschemark notes left over at the end of a visit, may be exchanged, 
up to a maximum of 100 Deutschemarks per head, at any branch of a 
German foreign trade bank, before leaving Germany. Passports must 
be produced when tendering Deutschemark notes for re-exchange. 

Visitors to the American Zone are notified that there are no facilities 
for the re-encashment of any surplus Deutschemark coupons. 


Textile Exports to Ceylon 


THE United Kingdom Trade Commissioner in Ceylon has drawn 
attention to the need for the greatest care in the description or 
analysis of textiles in certificates of composition, as the rates of Customs 
duty in Ceylon vary on fabrics of mixed materials by as much as 60 per 
cent. 

Several cases of incorrect certification have recently been drawn to 
the notice of the United Kingdom Trade Commissioner, and it has 
been pointed out that where in the opinion of the Ceylon Customs 
authorities there has been a deliberate attempt to defraud the revenue, 
the Ceylon Customs regulations provide for forfeiture of the consign- 
ment. 
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Information for United Kingdom Exporters 


mad details are given below of overseas enquiries for United 
Kingdom products, contracts open for tender, reports on com- 
mercial conditions abroad, export trade openings, etc., which 
have been issued by the Commercial Relations and Exports Depart- 
ment (Industries Branch) of the Board of Trade to subscribers to the 
Special Register Service of Information. 
The subscription to the Information Service is £1 10s. Od. a year 


and membership is open to United Kingdom manufacturers ang 
exporters. 


Intending subscribers can obtain a copy of any particular Special 
Circular listed and a membership application form from the Com. 
mercial Relations and Exports Department (Industries Branch) 
Room 1116, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1, ’ 


Calls for Tenders 


Note.—Enquiries connected with the tender documents mentioned in this section should be addressed to the Commercial Relations and 


Exports Department (Industries Branch), Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


(Tel. : VICtoria 9040). The appropriate 


room numbers and telephone extensions are as indicated. 


Switchboards, Cords and Plugs 


The Telephone Department, Dity of Durban, South Africa, are 
calling for tenders for P.B.X. switchboards, cords and plugs. 

The closing date for the receipt of tenders is June 10, 1949, at 11 a.m. 

A copy of the specification, P.306, will be available at Room 1076 
(Ext. 3012), for inspection by representatives of United Kingdom firms 
until May 21, efter which it will be loaned to United Kingdom manu- 
facturers in order of application. Reference No. C.R.E, (1.B.) 13016/49 
should be quoted. 


Transmission Lines 


The Electricity Department of the Government of Madras are 
calling for tenders for the manufacture, delivery, distribution, erection, 
testing and setting to work of towers, insulators, power conductors, 
ground cable, guying materials and earthing arrangements for 132 kV. 
transmission lines. 

The closing date for the receipt of tenders is September 1, 1949. 

A copy of the specification, No. E.171, will be available at Room 
1076 (Ext. 3012), for inspection by representatives of United Kingdom 
firms until June 3, 1949, after which it will be loaned to United 
Kingdom manufacturers in order of application. Reference No. 
C.R.E. (1.B.) 13259/49 should be quoted. 


One Abrasive Cleaning Plant 


The South African Railways Stores Department has forwarded a 
copy of tender No. C.104 for the supply of one Abrasive Cleaning 
Plant, for which the closing date is June 2, 1949. 

The following extract from the specification describes the plant 
required :— 

This specification calls for the supply of one abrasive cleaning 
plant suitable for cleaning steel castings in a foundry on general 
work. 

The machine must be capable of accommodating castings, the 
largest of which would be approximately 3 ft. 0 in. long and 
weighing approximately 100 Ib. each. 

The machine is to be of the airless type, arranged for bucket 
loading and self-emptying. 


The machine must be so arranged that the abrasive is constantly 
cleaned and made fit for re-use, and foreign matter being collected 
for easy disposal. 

Complete dust extraction must be provided with exhaust fan 
and motor, and an efficient dust arrester for the machine is also 
to be supplied. 

Tenderers must quote separately for sufficient metal grit, which 
is to be the abrasive medium, to keep the machine in continuous 
operation for approximately four hours per day, five days per 
week, for a period of twelve months. The grade of metal grit 
recommended for cleaning steel castings must be specified. In 
this connection tenderers are to note that a high-class of finish to 
the castings is not required. 

The machine is to be supplied complete in all respects with 
electrical equipment, bucket elevator gear, all necessary steelwork, 
piping, etc. 

The tender documents are available for inspection by interested 
United Kingdom manufacturers in Room 1086 (Ext. 3023). 

Reference No. C.R.E. (1.B.) 13134/1949 should be quoted in com- 
munications to the Department. 


Semi-Rotary Pumps 


The Stores Office, Railways Department, Bangkok, has issued a call 

for tenders No. 92131, for the following equipment :— 
100 Semi-rotary pumps, No. 3. 

Interested United Kingdom firms are requested to submit quotations 
with full details, to the Chief of Stores Division, Railways Depart- 
ment, Bangkok. 

A copy of the tender form, showing the terms of tender is available 
for inspection at Room 3088 (Ext. 3077). Reference C.R.E. (I.B.) 
13017/49 should be quoted. 

The closing date for the lodging of tenders is June 13, 1949. 


Hydro-Electric Power Plant 


The date of receipt of tenders for the turbines and generators for 
the Pathri Power Station, India, has been extended to August 1, 1949. 
This call for tenders was the subject of a notice in the Board of Trade 
Journal of May 7 (page 965). 


Export Opportunities, Market Surveys, Ete. 


United Kingdom firms interested in the export opportunities, market surveys, etc., referred to below can obtain further information on 
application to the Commercial Relations and Exports Department of the Board of Trade (Room 1116), Thames House (North), Millbank, 


London, S.W.1. 


Argentina 


Agency enquiry for domestic hardware, electric vacuum cleaners, 
electric washing machines, food preparation appliances, and bicycles. 
(Ref. : C.2205.) 


Australia 


Agency enquiry for refrigeration equipment and packaging materials 
for quick frozen foods. (Ref. : C.2190.) 
Enquiry for envelopes of treated transparent cellulose film. 


C.2202.) 


Review of the heavy electrical industry. 
Bolivia 


Agency enquiry for pottery (cheap and medium priced tableware). 
(Ref. : C.2186.) 


(Ref. : 
(Ref. : C.2214.) 


(Tel.: VICtoria 9040). 


Enquiry for earthenware tableware. (C.2187.) 

Note on public works plan for city of Santa Cruz. (Ref. : C.2201.) 

Quotations invited for complete factory for manufacture of dry 
extract of tanning. (Ref.: C.2207.) 


Canada 


Enquiry for enamelled steel butchers’ trays. (Ref. : C.2188.) 

Enquiry for high speed twist drills, taps and dies. (Ref. : C.2210.) 

Enquiry for garbage collection unit, suitable for mounting on truck 
chassis. (Ref.: C.2211.) 


Chile 
Enquiry for electric traction motors, control and assorted electrical 
equipment for trolley buses. (Ref. : C.2195.) 
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Beret 

Enquiry for various textiles, including gabardines, serges, cotton 
drill, baratheas, meltons, fancy worsted suitings, flannels, tweeds, etc. 
(Ref. : C2206.) 


Germany 

Procedure of Trade. German imports. Amendment E. to 
Part II. (Ref.: MAR. 59E.) 

Procedure of Trade. German imports. Amendment F. to 
Part II. (Ref.: MAR. 59F.) 

Procedure of Trade. German imports. Amendment G. to 
Part II. (Ref.: MAR. 59G.) 

Procedure of ‘Trade. German exports. Amendment D. to 
Part I. (Ref.: MAR. 38D.) 

Gold Coast 

Enquiry for stills for small distilleries. (Ref. : C.2192.) 

Hawaii 

Enquiry for saddle and harness leather. (C.2217.) 
India 


Agency enquiry for plastic fancy goods and all types of cotton and 
woollen piece-goods, and silk and artificial silk piece-goods. (Ref. : 
2184. 
. proall enquiry for dyestuffs, chemicals, catgut and surgical instru- 
ments. (Ref.: C.2193.) 
Request for literature concerning fruit processing, canning, pre- 
serving and bottling machinery. (Ref.: C.2197.) 
Enquiry for newspaper printing machine, demi-double size (22} in. 


by 35in.). (Ref. : C.2221.) 

Enquiry for fishing trawler, new or second-hand. (Ref. : C.2224.) 
Italy 

Note on Italian tobacco industry. (Ref.: C.2219.) 
Japan 

Commodity report on the flax and linen industry. (Ref. : C.2191.) 
Malaya 

Enquiry for automatic ticket issuing machines for use on buses. 
(Ref. : C.2200.) 
Manila 


Publicity for United Kingdom passenger cars, trucks, buses and 
motor cycles. Request for photographs and descriptive material. 
(Ref. : C.2212.) 


New Zealand 


Enquiry for sateens, downproofs, linings and tickings. 
C.2185.) 

Agency enquiry for cotton piece-goods (towelling, flannelettes, 
sheetings and pillow cottons). (Ref. : C.2218.) 


(Ref. : 


Peru 

Commodity report on paints, including note on import and exchange 
restrictions. (Ref. : C.2198.) 
Pakistan 

Enquiry for fire fighting equipment, including foam tenders and 


CO2 apparatus. (Ref. : C.2223.) 
Portugal 

Agency enquiry for air conditioning and heating installations. 
(Ref. : C.2194.) 


Portuguese East Africa 

Quotations invited for supply and erection of machinery for pro- 
duction of hoes, knives, ploughs and plough shares. (Ref. : C.2203.) 
Siam 

Note on fixing of quotas for importation of passenger cars during the 
first six months of 1949. (Ref. : C.2222.) 


Switzerland 


Agency enquiry for nylon stockings, plaid socks and soft haber- 
dashery. 


(Ref. : C.2213.) 
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United States of America 
Enquiry for ceramic colours. (Ref. : C.2189.) 
Enquiry for suede for manufacture of leather jackets. (Ref. : 


C.2204.) 
Enquiry for cocoa powder. (Ref.: C.2208.) 
Enquiry for hand tools and general hardware items. (Ref. : C.2209.) 
Enquiry for ‘‘ Battersea Enamel ’’ fancy goods. (Ref.: C.2215.) 
Enquiry for wool waste, sweater clips and old rags. (Ref. : C.2216.) 
Enquiry for automotive production items. (Ref.: C. 2220.) 


Yugoslavia 


Request for trade literature concerning paper mill machinery and 
accessories, and machinery for processing cellulose and wood pulp. 


(Ref. : C.2196.) 





Invitation to Tender for Shares 


TENDERS are invited by the Board of Trade for the purchase, 
subject to the Special Conditions of Sale, of the shares described in 
the fourth Column of the Schedule below. Attention is drawn to 
the facts (1) that in accepting any tender and directing the Custodian 
of Enemy Property in England to effect the sale the Board will be 
guided by the national ‘interests, and (2) that the legal right to transfer 
the shares is vested in the Custodian who will, by direction of the 
Board of Trade, transfer title to an approved purchaser. 

The shares in any particular Company cannot be split up and a 
tender must be made for the whole of those shares. A separate 
tender must be made for the shares in each Company. Tenders 
must pe in the form provided. 

A copy of the Particulars of Sale, the Special Conditions of Sale 
and the tender form may be obtained on application to the Adminis- 
tration of Enemy Property Department (‘Treasury and Board of Trade) 
T.E. 4(A), 32 Warwick Street, Regent Street, London, W.1. 

The tenders must be addressed to the Controller General of the 
Administration of Enemy Property Department at the above address 
and must be delivered there in a sealed envelope not later than 10 a.m. 
on June 10, 1949. The envelope must be clearly marked on the 
outside :— 


PRENOGE INO a5 cucsnsssccvaevescteresns 
Due 10 a.m. June 10, 1949. 


SCHEDULE 








4 
Number of shares 
| offered for sale 


2 3 
Tender Company in which the shares are | Share Capital 





748 shares of £1 each 
fully paid. 


W. Biisching Chemical Engineering 
Company Limited, 78 Queen 


Nominal £5,000. 
Issued £1,000 in 
1,000 shares of £1 
each fully paid. 


Victoria Street, London, E.C.4, 
General engi — and contractors. 


35 


| 

| 

| Charles G. — Limited, Shaftes- | Nominal and Issued | 250 Ordinary shares 

bury Road, Bridport Road, Upper| £8,250in3,750 Par- of £1 each fully 

Edmonton, 8. ticipating Cumula- paid. 
Manufacturers of, and dealers in, tive Preference 
toys, paints, fancy goods, etc. shares of £1 each 

and 4,500 Ordinary 

shares of £1 each, 

all fully paid. 
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Canada’s Export Trade 
January-February 


CANADIAN merchandise exports to India during January and 

February are substantially higher than in the corresponding 
months for 1948, the relative figures being $17,495,000 and $3,459,000. 
Wheat represents, in value, the largest single item shipped to India 
during the first two months of the current calendar year, amounting to 
$6,935,000. Locomotives accounted for $4,532,000 of the total, 
railway cars for $1,157,000 and rails for $1,256,000. 


Exports to the United States were maintained at a uniform level, 
corresponding closely to the pattern prevailing last year. Shipments 
in January and February were valued at $222,732,000, compared with 
$199,815,000 in the corresponding period of 1948. The total in 
February was slightly lower than that for January, but the daily aver- 
age was actually higher. 


Exports to the United Kingdom were lower than for last year, 
the corresponding figures being $99,937,000 and $116,608,000 for the 
first two months of 1949 and 1948 respectively. 


Returns recently issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
indicate a material rise in Canada’s exports to Germany, increasing 
from a value of $1,497,000 in the first two months of 1948 to $5,087,000 
in the corresponding period this year. 


Shipments to Switzerland were also higher, rising from $3,541,000 
to $5,918,000. 


Despite import restrictions imposed by South Africa, shipments 
to that country showed only a slight decline, from $7,345,000 to 
$7,121,000 for the two-month period. 


Decreases are noted in Canada’s trade with Jamaica, the respective 
figures being $2,652,000 and $971,000; with Argentina, from 
$3,288,000 to $837,000; with France, from $12,670,000 to $6,386,000; 
with Greece, from $3,139,000 to $555,000; with Italy, from $6,206,000 
to $2,120,000; with the Netherlands, from $4,968,000 to $2,553,000; 
with Norway, from $4,042,000 to $2,197,000; and with China, from 
$6,524,000 to $2,665,000 for January and February. 


Leading Exports 


Among the commodities, there was an increase in the value of 
fruit shipped by Canada during the first two months of the current 
calendar year, from $703,000 to $2,301,000; of wheat, from $33,077,000 
to $52,981,000; of cattle, from $2,476,000 to $4,861,000; of newsprint 
paper, from $52,806,000 to $60,294,000; of locomotives and parts, 
from $1,553,000 to $4,559,000; of farm machinery and implements, 
from $10,870,000 to $15,914,000; of railway cars, from $13,000 to 
$2,477,000; of lead and its products, from $3,584,000 to $8,352,000; 
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and of zinc and its products, from $2,267,000 to $9,551 000 ¢ 
January and February. UW) for 


Trading Groups 


The following table shows the values of the principal tradi 
in the first two months of 1948 and 1949 :— hii: 











Si 
January-February 

Group —_——————— 
1948 1949 

| $ million 

Agricultural, vegetable products ... | 93-0 { 108-0 
Animals and animal products 70:1 48-0 
Fibres, textiles and products 6-1 53 
Wood, wood products and paper... | 139-5 129-6 
Iron and products ... = oe “es nthe. 39-4 46:7 
Non-ferrous metals and products... sek sew J 59-7 67+] 
Non-metallic minerals, products ... ted big 11-1 12:] 
Chemicals and allied products 13-0 | 12-9 
Miscellaneous commodities 11:8 | 13-0 
Total domestic exports | 443-7 442-0 





The table below shows the destination of exports by geographic 
areas :— 





. er 
January-February 
Geographic area 

















| 1948 | 1949 
| ' 
| $ million 
British countries :— | | 
United Kingdom and Europe ... | 1181 =| 1002 
America Ee Bea 17-0 13-0 
Africa 9-1 | 8:3 
Asia 6-5 22:8 
Oceania 76 06«| 67 
| 
Total British countries | 158-3 | 151-0 
Foreign countries :— 
United States and Possessions ... si 1 Sood | 2248 
Latin America ... oh ro Se ore | 17-4 16:7 
Europe _... abs oe 52-4 | 33-9 
Other foreign countries ... | 14-9 | 15:6 
Total foreign countries | 285-4 | 290-9 
Total domestic exports | 443-7 442-0 





Banking Facilities in Poland 


T is understood that under the re-organization of the banking system 
in Poland the following seven banks only will operate :— 


(1) The Bank of National Economy to be re-named Bank 
Inwestycyjny. 

(2) The agricultural Bank—Bank Rolny. 

(3) The Communal Bank. 

(4) The Bank for Handicraft and Trade—Bank Rzemiosla i 
Handlu. 

(5) The General Savings Bank—Powszechna Kasa Oszezednosci. 

(6) The Bank for Foreign Trade—Bank Handlu Zagranicznego. 

(7) The National Bank. 


All other banks are to be liquidated. Information has been received 


Nationalization in Poland 


THE following Polish gazettes containing lists of undertakings 
affected by nationalization are available for inspection at the Adminis- 
tration of Enemy Property Department (Trading with the Enemy 
Department), Chesham House, 32 Warwick Street, London, W.1. 
Telephone No.: Mayfair 7211, Ext. 248. 

Monitor Polski No. A—19. 

Pomerania No. 9. 


that a notice appeared in the Monitor Polski No. 13-15 of March 3, 
1949, stating that the liquidation of 66 banks would be carried out by 
the Bank Gospodarstwa Krajowego in Warsaw and that claims against 
ro ‘ee banks should be lodged with the liquidator by June 3, 


Creditors resident outside Poland are required to give to the 
liquidator an address in Poland to which he may forward corres- 
pondence. In cases in which claimants have no representative in 
Poland, H.M. Embassy at Warsaw is prepared to receive communica- 
tions from the liquidator. 

The names of banks affected by the announcement in the Monitor 


Polski can be obtained from the Polish Embassy, 47 Portland Place, 
London, W.1. 


Sweden and Argentina Double Taxation 
Agreement 


THE Double Taxation Convention with Sweden relating to taxes on 
income and the arrangements with Argentina for the avoidance of 
double taxation on shipping and air transport profits were published 
to-day as schedules to Draft Orders in Council. 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff Changes 


Marking of Imports into 
The Philippines 


HE Board of Trade have received a copy of the regulations about 

marking with the country of origin of articles imported into the 
Philippines. 

These regulations provide that all articles of foreign manufacture 
which are normally marked in any way and all packages containing 
imported articles must be plainly marked, stamped, branded or 
labelled in a conspicuous place so as to indicate the country of origin 
and the quantity of their contents. ‘The marking must be indelible 
and as permanent as the nature of the article permits, and must be 
shown on all imported articles except when the article is incapable of 
being marked, or cannot be marked without injury, or the expense 
incurred would be economically prohibitive of the importation, or 
when the marking, stamping, branding or labelling of the immediate 
container will reasonably indicate the country of origin of such article. 

The term ‘‘ country ”’ in this instance is held to mean the political 
entity known as a nation. Colonies, possessions, or protectorates 
outside the boundaries of a mother country are considered as separate 
countries. ‘The adjectival form of the name of a country is acceptable 
provided that the word does not appear with other words to indicate 
a species of product. Such terms as ‘ English walnuts,’ ‘‘ Brazil 
nuts,” “‘ China wares,’’ etc., are unacceptable. 


The following articles and their containers are excepted from 
marking requirements :— 

Articles entered for immediate exportation or in transit through 
the Philippines to a foreign country. 

Articles of trifling value or for the personal use of the importer for 
use in his home, factory or place of business and not intended 
for sale. 

Crude substances or materials, but the immediate containers or 
packages must be marked. 

Merchandise which is to be substantially changed in the importer’s 
plant or for his account by further processing or manufacture 
which would obliterate or destroy such marking, but the 
immediate containers and packages must be marked. 


Articles that are not usually marked, stamped, branded or labelled. 
If at the time of importation any article or its container is not 
marked in accordance with the requirements of these regulations it 
will not be released from Customs custody until so marked. 


All orders, circulars, regulations or parts thereof inconsistent with 
these provisions have been repealed. 
A copy of these regulations can be seen at the Commercial Relations 


and Exports Department (Industries Branch), Board of Trade, 
Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


Eire 
Import Quotas 


THE United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Dublin has forwarded 
to the Board of Trade a copy of the Control of Imports (Quota No. 31, 
Twenty-Second Period) Order, 1949, which appoints the period 
June, 1, 1949 to August 31, 1949, as the twenty-second quota period 
for certain electric filament lamps and fixes the quota for the period 
at 25000 articles. 

The twenty-first period order appointed the period March 1, 1949, 
to May 31, 1949, as the twenty-first quota period and not March 1, 
1949, to August 31, 1949, as shown in the Board of Trade Journal 
of February 19, 1949 (page 383). 


Indonesia 


Import and Export Formalities and Duties 


THE following amendment should be made to the notice published in 
the Board of Trade Journal on May 7, 1949 (page 967) :— 











Diverging Tariffs and/or Exemptions 

J. Sugar. Crop 1948 or later... = ss Siper’cent 
When the value is more than f. 25 per 100 kilos, 10 per cent. 
must be paid over the surplus value. However, not more than 
8 per cent. of the total value should be paid. 
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Changes in Greek Import 
Regulations 


NOTIFICATION has been received from the Counsellor (Com- 

mercial) at H.M. Embassy at Athens of the following alterations 
in the Greek import regulations, announced as from May 3, and 
applicable to June 30. 

1. Oil seeds, meat, fish, cheese, eggs, harricot beans and coffee 
are added to list of goods importable without quantitative restrictions, 
from approved sources. 

2. For goods importable only by regular importers by quota 
system : importers may apply for increase of quota for first 6 months 
of 1949 amounting to 100 per cent. for sterling area and clearing and 
drawing rights countries, and 50 per cent. for dollar countries. 

3. For goods importable without quota import programme alloca- 
tions are increased by 100 per cent. for sterling area and clearing and 
drawing rights countries, and 50 per cent. for dollar countries. 

4. ‘Time limit for opening credits is reduced to 15 days in Athens 
area and 30 days in provinces. Last date for opening credits is 
June 15 for goods specified in (1). For other goods, latest dates are 
June 18 for Athens area and June 24 for provinces. Applications for 
import licences must be submitted by May 20. 

5. Applications for goods in (1) may be made by any person, 
whether registered at a Chamber of Commerce or not. All import 
applications must be accompanied by bank guarantee for 100 per cent. 
of value of goods to be imported. 


Peru 
Internal Tax on Alcohol 


THE Commercial Secretary to His Majesty’s Embassy at Lima reports 
that by Peruvian Decree Law No. 11000, of April 1, 1949, published 
on April 6, a variety of taxes and special taxes on alcohol were abolished 
and a single tax laid down in their place. These are internal taxes 
irrespective of Customs duty. On foreign produced alcoholic 
beverages, the new rates are as follows: Spirits, soles 4-00 litre absolute ; 
liqueurs, soles 3-60 litre volume ; ordinary wines, soles 1-50 litre 
volume ; heavy wines, soles 2:00 litre volume ; sparkling wines, soles 
5-00 litre volume ; champagne and cider, soles 7-00 litre volume ; 
beer, soles 0-70 litre volume. 

The same decree provides for a new schedule of taxes on similar 
alcoholic beverages produced in Peru and for an export tax on molasses 
at the rate of 40 soles per 100 kilos. 


United States of America 


Tariff Classifications 


THE FOLLOWING decisions regarding the tariff classification of 
certain goods imported into the United States have been published 
in the weekly Treasury Decisions (T.D. 52171) :— 

(1) Yuen yuk, i.e., the dried fruit or pulp of the loongan nut or 
lichi nut, is classifiable under paragraph 761, Tariff Act of 1930, as 
modified, as edible nuts, prepared or preserved, not specially provided 
for, at the rate of 17} per cent. ad valorem. 

(2) Ash trays.—Miniature replicas of Chinese smoothing irons 
with copper bowls and enamelled handles are classifiable as smokers’ 
articles, not specially provided for, at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 1552, Tariff Act of 1930, as modified. 

(3) Antique fabrics—Table mats and other textile articles pro- 
duced on or after the year 1830 but in chief value of artistic fabric 
produced prior to 1830 are dutiable on their full value at the appro- 
priate rate under paragraph 1529, Tariff Act of 1930, as modified. 

These rulings will result in the assessment of duty at a higher rate 
than has heretofore been assessed under a uniform and established 
practice. 


Trade Practice Rules 


THE Board of Trade have received a copy of Trade Practice Rules 
for the Handkerchief Industry in the United States, as promulgated 
February 18, 1949. 

A copy of these rules can be seen at the Commerical Relations and 
Exports Department (Industries Branch) Board of Trade, Thames 
House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 
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Customs Duties Changes in Faroe 
Islands 


H's MAJESTY’S REPRESENTATIVE in Thorshavn reports that 
as from March 9, 1949, there has been an increase in the import 
duties on certain commodities. 'The amended rates are as follows :— 


Tariff per Liter Kr. Ore 
No. 
WINE :— 
2 Sparkling wines (Champagne) ... se Ss .» 8 00 
4 Other wine bes Lie sic we mh ois 5 00 
SPrrits AND ALCOHOL :— 
Spirits and Akvavit :-— 
5 50 per cent. alcohol or under ... soe wis - 10 00 
6 Over 50 per cent. alcohol but not over 70 per 
ee sibs =e — oe = om 14 00 
7 Over 70 per cent. alcohol = bow _ am 18 00 
Other goods except completely denatured 
alcohol:— 
8 Of 50 per cent. alcohol or under ae how es 18 00 
9 Over 50 per cent. alcohol but not over 70 per 
cent. ... see os bie ses ies ie 22 00 
10 Over 70 per cent. alcohol = ice ‘ es 30 00 
Nortr :—Liqueurs classified under No. 9. 
BEER :— 
11 Beer imported from Denmark or similar to 
Danish Carlsberg. Under 2 per cent. — rt 00 40 
12 Other beer... ken ane oe ioe Sat ue 00 80 
13. Mineral water, lemonade, citronade and similar 
items, also other non-alcoholic beverages 
(containing at the most 25 per cent. alcoholic 
strength) made from fruit juices... a ‘i 00 40 
TOBACCO AND TOBACCO MANUFACTURES :— 
Cigars at co.t price of 
15 Over 15 Ore, but not over 50 Ore each... --. per 100 30 00 
16 Over 50 Ore each a = oes Ss ne 40 00 
CIGARETTES at cost price of 
18 2 Kr. per 100 or under ... res bea bes - 8 00 
19 Over 2 Kr. per 100, but not over 6 Kr. per 100 > 12 00 
Smokine Toracco at cost price of 
21 3 Kr. per Kg. or under ... ove = ... per Kg. 1 50 
22 Over 3 Kr. but not over 6 per Kg. ... eee ws 4 00 
23 Over 6 Kr. per Kg. a fa ek st ae 7 00 
CnEewine TOBACCO :— 
24 Twist ie _ hi ~ ee <a. ne 4 00 
CHocoLaTE MANUFACTURES, etc.:— 
28 Chocolate and chocolate goods, liquorice goods, 
elso sugar goods such as caramels, bon-bons, 
marzipan, boiled sweets, etc.... ves _ = 4 00 
Cocoa (also cocoa-beans, cocoa-husks and 
cocoa-butter, cocoa powder and cocoa- 
pulp in blocks), etc. :— 
34 Notcontaining sugar... — roe — éé 1 00 
35 Containing sugar ae oe be an uf 4 00 
SPICES :— 
39 Spices = ba a = see ane - 1 00 
63 ELEMENTS AND BATTERIES... eee se 13 per cent. 
ad valorem 


The amended duties above are payable from March 9, 1949, on all 
goods which the tax authorities have not allowed to be delivered to the 
Importers for free use (receipts for taxes or delivery permits not issued) 
even if the Import may have taken place before March 9, 1949. 

If dutiable goods for which the import duty is paid on March 9 or 
later are sold, the increased duty must not be added on to price 
without the permission of the Price Control Board, and in any case it 
must not increase the price beyond the amount which corresponds to 
the original duty increase. 


Zanzibar’s Import Licensing 
Regulations 


THE NOTICE published in the Board of Trade Journal of October) 

1948, pages 709 and 710, and subsequent notices about the treat. 
ment accorded to goods of United Kingdom origin in Zanzibar 
should be amended by the substitution of the following Particulars 

All goods of United Kingdom origin, with the exception of those 
appearing either on the Suspended List or the Programmed Lig 
below, may be imported direct from the United Kingdom under ay 
Open General Licence :— 


Suspended List 


The following goods will not be licensed for import from the Unite 
Kingdom :— 

Cotton linings of a quality exceeding 54 pence per yard, c.i.f,, for 
a width of 54 ins.; knitted woollen garments made of cashmere 
mohair, camel-hair, llama and vicuna; poplins of a quality exceeding 
38 pence per yard c.i.f. for a width of 31 ins. and 44 pence per yar 
c.i.f. for a width of 36 ins.; women’s and girls’ fully fashioned woollen 
stockings; cereal products (cereal filler, oat products, macaroni, 
spaghetti, vermicelli and semolina); dairy products (butter, cheese, 
evaporated dried whole milk, sweetened condensed milk, skimmed 
milk powder); glucose (except as a medicinal preparation—ge 
Programmed List); milk-based infant foods, except “‘ Cow and Gate”. 
dried lentils; dried fruit; sugar (raw and refined): molasses, 


Programmed List 


The following goods cannot be imported from the United Kingdom 
without a licence specifically issued by the Imports Controller :— 

Cigarettes and tobacco; gold bullion; fully and semi-manufactured 
gold; newsprint; tyres and tubes (second-hand); ex-military vehicles 
of all makes whether used or unused; jute goods; cement; caustic 
soda; industrial machinery; whisky; animal feeding stuffs : oil-cakes 
and meals (all types), mixed feed; cereals : wheat and wheat flour, 
barley, oats, rye, corn and grain sorghums, rice, whole and broken, 
and all edible rice products including rice starch and flour; cocoa: 
cocoa beans; fats and oils: all fats and oils, edible and inedible, 
including shortening and margarine (but excluding castor beans and 
castor oil, sperm oil, tung oil, oiticica oil and butter), oil-bearing seeds; 
nitrogenous fertilizers; pulses : all kinds; seeds : alsike clover, crimson 
clover and spring vetch; glucose as a medicinal preparation; meat: 
all kinds including processed; milk based infant foods : ‘‘ Cow and 
Gate ’’; maize : including maize meal and mixed meal; carsava flour. 


Canada 
Prohibited Imports 


THE United Kingdom Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has 
forwarded a copy of Memorandum Series D, No. 13, P.I.1, Supple: 
ment No. 1, dated April 11, 1949, issued by the Canadian Department 
of National Revenue, which states that Order in Council P.C. 1804, 
dated April 8, 1949, under the authority of the Export and Import 
Permits Act, 1947, cancels the import control on dried whey, when 
imported for use in the manufacture of animal or poultry feeds 
(Tariff item 43 b). 


North Borneo 
Exemptions from Import Duty 


GOVERNMENT Notices Nos. S.24 and S.31 provide for the exemp- 
tion from import duty of clothing, which is imported into North 
Borneo by any person before that person’s departure from the Colony 
and which the Commissioner of Customs is satisfied is intended for 
the importer’s personal use or for the use of his family at any place 
or on a voyage to any place outside the tropics; all petroleum products 
purchased on behalf of the Royal Navy, Army or Royal Air Force 
for use on duty by any unit of such forces while on service in the 
Colony. 
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GOVERNMENT SURPLUS STOCK 


A wide range of New and Second-hand Goods for disposal 


S. ZIMMERMAN & SON LTD., 228 Cable Street, London, E.1 
WHOLESALE RAG, METAL & GENERAL MERCHANTS 





Cables: ZIMMERAGS, LONDON 
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Australian Customs Tariff 


Decisions 


HE AUSTRALIAN Department of Trade and Customs has 
ed the following decisions regarding the application of the 








issu! , 
Australian Customs Tariff :— 
a pe 
Classification and Duty 
under the British 


Goods Preferential Tariff 





Tariff Item | Rate of Duty 





im_:: 
Ap J and attire :— 
Shirts, knitted, sports... 0... we wee | 10 (H) 224% ad val. 

Drugs, chemicals and medicines :— 

The following when packed under a proprietary 
name or when put up as a medicinal pre- 
tion or in any of the forms mentioned in 
Tariff Item 285 (A) :— 
Bisbuty] xanthogen, 
Pyrogallol triacetate ian at ..- | 285 (B) Free 

Electrical appliances and materials :— 

Beads, insulating, unglazed steatite, of sizes 
Jess than # in. diameter by # in. long overall 
measurement, for use in the manufacture of 
all kinds of electrical apparatus and appli- 


ances 449 (A) (1) | Free 














Portuguese Tariff Amendments 


H's MAJESTY’S REPRESENTATIVE at Lisbon reports the issue 
of Decrees No. 37,374 and 37,375, both dated April 13, which 
contain the following amendments to the Portuguese Customs Import 
Tariff :-— 

IMporRT TARIFF 
The duties on raw and manipulated tobaccos are increased to the 
following :— 





Item No. Description Unit Rates of Duty 


Maximum and Minimum 
escudos (gold) 





TOBACCO :— 
110} Intheleaf ... ove eve eee +. | Kilo 2-10 
111 In rolls . Kilo 2-10 


1,081 In cigars and “ cigarrilhas ” with tobacco 
wrapper (including paper or other pack- 
ing, but excluding wooden, cardboard or 
metallic packings, which are classified as 
manufactures) ... wee oes «.. | Kilo 6-30 
1,082 In cigarettes (including paper or other 
packing, but excluding wooden, card- 
board or metallic packings, which are 
classified as manufactures) ae ... | Kilo 5-80 
1,083 Cut (including paper or other packing, but 
excluding wooden, cardboard or metallic 
—- which are classified as manu- 
actures) ... ase or ool ah 











Kilo 5-50 





The above duties are not subject to the general 20 per cent. surtax 
levied by Decree No. 20,935 of February 26, 1932. 

All raw or manipulated tobacco which, at the date of entry into force 
of the above Decree Law, is stored in bonded or free warehouses or in 
the factories, or which has been submitted for inward clearance but 
has not yet entered a free warehouse, shall be liable to the payment of 
the difference in duties resulting from the application of the present 
Decree Law. 


Certain descriptions of mineral oils, lubricating oils and composi- 
tions, which appear under the following items of the Import Tariff 
are dutiable at minimum tariff rates, whatever their origin, up to 
ag 31, 1949 :—Nos. 141, 142-A, 143, 144, 144-A, 144-C, 145 
an ’ 


Export TARIFF 











Under a Ministerial decision of April 5, the rates of duty on certain 


items in the Portuguese Export Tariff are reduced as shown below :— 

















| Item No, Description Unit Rate of Duty 
escudos (gold) 

P Old New 

4 Spirits of turpentine ... ... ... | Per ton 7-00 5-00 

50 Rosin (colophony) an ae ... | Per ton 8-00 2-00 
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Indian Import Licensing 


THE Board of Trade has received telegraphic information that 

Notification No. 1204 (I.T.C./49), issued by the Government of 
India, cancels Open General Licence No. XI, applicable to United 
Kingdom and other sterling aad soft currency countries (see Board of 
Trade Journal of March 19, 1949, and subsequent notices). 

Provided, however, that goods of any description covered by this 
Open General Licence have been despatched on through consignment 
to India on or before May 20, 1949 (including the grace period) they 
will be treated as having been imported thereunder. 

Customs Relations 

THE United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at New Delhi has 
forwarded a copy of the Gazette of India Extraordinary of March 29, 
1949, containing several notifications issued by the Ministries of 
Commerce and Finance (Revenue Division), Government of India, the 
effect of which is to declare the French Settlements of Pondicherry, 
Karikal, Mahe, Yanam and Chandernagore to be foreign territories 
for customs purposes with effect from April 1, 1949. 


South Africa 
Suspension of Duty 
GOVERNMENT NOTICE No. 692, published in the Union of South 
Africa Government Gazette of April 14, 1949, suspends, with effect 
from April 28, 1949, until further notice, the duties provided for in 
the following items of the Customs Tariff in respect of the articles 
specified :— 


Item. Article. 
120 (b) Aluminium detonator tubes. 
121 (b) (iii) Copper alloy detonator tubes. 
310 (e) Blasting fuse :— 

(i) safety fuse ; 
(ii) detonating fuse. 


Southern Rhodesia 


Imports of Cotton Piece-goods and Cotton Blankets 

THE Board of Trade have received a copy of a notice issued by the 
Southern Rhodesian Department of Commerce and Industry regard- 
ing amended regulations affecting imports of cotton piece-goods and 
cotton blankets. 

As stated in the notice—see Board of Trade Journal of January 15, 
1949 (Page 104)—no import permits are required for such goods of 
United Kingdom origin or for foreign grey cloth converted in the 
United Kingdom, whether qualifying for Imperial Preference or not. 
This latter provision now also applies to converted greys from Bizonia 
and Japan which do not require an import permit. 


Transjordan 


Customs and Excise Law Amendment 

THE Board of Trade has received a copy of Law No. 27 of 1949, as 
published in Transjordan Official Gazette No. 979 of April 16, 1949. 
Under this law it is necessary, as from May 1, 1949, for all invoices for 
values over £P.25, in respect of goods exported to Transjordan, to be 
certified by a Chamber of Commerce in the country of origin and 
endorsed by the Transjordan Consul in that country. United 
Kingdom firms should, therefore, make sure that such invoices are in 
future certified by a local Chamber of Commerce and endorsed by the 
Transjordan Consul in London. 


R. FRY & CO.LTD. a 












FRYCO WORKS, PORTSLADE, 
BKIGHTON, ENGLAND. 


TELEPHONE PORTSLADE 8277/8 
TELEGRAMS FRYCO BRIGHTON 


MANUFACTURERS i 
AND EXPORTERS OF J 


BIG BEN 
SQUASHES 


(A FRYCO PRODUCT) 
OVERSEAS ENQUIRIES INVITED. 
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Trade with Indonesia during 1949 


URING the recent talks between the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

and the United Kingdom (see Board of Trade Fournal of March 12, 
page 531), the Delegations reviewed the prospects for trade between 
the United Kingdom and Indonesia during the current year as well as 
trade between the United Kingdom and the Netherlands. 

Trade with Indonesia is being resumed on traditional lines. It is 
estimated that the United Kingdom will export manufactured goods to 
a value of £13 million this year and will import foodstuffs and raw 
materials to a value of about £8 million. 

For the purpose of these estimates it was reckoned that the exports 
from the United Kingdom to Indonesia would include :— 

Estate machinery (including spare Motor bicycles. 
parts). Tyres. 

Machinery and other technical Pedal bicycles and spare parts. 
equipment (including spare parts) Textile piece-goods and weaving 
for industrial purposes. yarn. 

Narrow gauge locomotives, wagons Sewing thread. 
and accessories. General consumer goods. 

Electrical equipment. Miscellaneous goods to a value 

Motor vehicles (and spare parts). of £944,000. 

Similarly it was reckoned that exports from Indonesia to the United 
Kingdom would include :— 


Hides and skins. Tapioca. 
Rubber. Copra. 
Cinchona bark. Palm oil. 
Quinine salts. Kapok. 
Timber. Rattan. 
Gums and resins. Gambir. 
Tea. Essential oils. 


Pepper and other spices. 

Contracts for the supply of copra and palm oil have already been 
signed to a total of 20,000 tons of each. 

It was agreed during the discussions that the authorities on either 
side would give sympathetic consideration to any difficulties which the 
other might experience in obtaining imports of the goods listed, and 
that the arrangemen:_ _nvisaged in respect of 1949 were to be regarded 
as providing a prelimin1-\ basis for a further development of trade on 
traditional lines in succee -ing years. 
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Venezuela 


Sanitary Regulations—Packing Materials 
HIS MAJESTY’S AMBASSADOR at Caracas reports that in a 


official communication received from the Venezuelan Minis 
Agriculture and Stockbreeding, an assurance has been given that 
use of hay and straw will be permitted as packing material for im 
goods, provided that the merchandise is accompanied by a certj 
of disinfection, duly certified by the Venezuelan Consular Authorit 
Exporters who wish to obtain such a certificate should write 7 
first instance to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Ap; 
Health Division, 28/32 Chester Terrace, Regents Park, London NW; 
who will supply the information as to how the certificate mg be 
obtained. ’ 


Federation of Malaya 


Customs Duties Exemption 


LEGAL Notice No. 139, published in the Federation of 
Government Gazette Supplement of March 30, 1949, exempts from 
the payment of Customs Import duty, with effect from March 2) 
1949, relief goods imported by or on behalf of private and Public 
charitable institutions, subject to the following conditions : 








(a) That it is shown to the satisfaction of the Comptroller 
Customs that such goods are to be used solely for free distribution 
to the needy within the Federation ; and 

(b) That the importer sign an undertaking that such goods shyl 
not be sold to the public under any circumstances. 


New Zealand 


Prohibition of Use of Imported Wireless Sets 


THE United Kingdom Senior Trade Commissioner at Wellington hy 
forwarded a copy of a notice published in the New Zealand Gazette 





April 13, 1949, the effect of which is to prohibit, except with th 
special permission of the New Zealand Minister of Customs, the ux 
of imported wireless broadcast receiving sets suited or designed for uy 
in motor vehicles, in the assembly, completion or manufacture of 
motor cars, commercial vehicles and omnibuses in New Zealand, on 
and from May 1, 1949. 









Fit ‘SPEEDAC to your 
filing cabinets 


for increased speed and 
accuracy... 
for complete visibility 


SPEEDAC 


SUSPENSION FILING 


can be simply and easily installed in your 
existing files. Immediately you will obtain 
the increased speed and accuracy of filing 
which result from its completely visible 
titling. A series of coupled pockets, sus- 
pended from a chassis, provides a labelled 
home for every file folder and a means of 
signalling its absence. Folders can be added 
to the sequence, or removed, with the 
greatest of ease. Simple to use, easy to in- 
stall, Speedac will revolutionise your filing. 


* Write for new Illustrated Folder 











REMINGTON RAND LTD. (Dept. 45 ), 1 New Oxford Street, London, W.C.1. 





CHASSIS The Specdac chassis 
can be assembled in a few minutes 
and drops straight into your file 
drawer. 








POCKETS Speedac pockets con 
be coupled or uncoupled in a few 
seconds. Titling is simple and 


speedy. 














Tel : Chancery 8888 
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Exhibitions and Fairs 





~ Scope of the Engineering and 
Marine Exhibition 


HE organisers of the Engineering and Marine Exhibition 
Tincorporating the Welding Exhibition), which takes place at 
Olympia from August 25 to September 10, 1949, have already issued 
their official bulletin of exhibits, from which some indication of the 
scope of this event may be obtained. be 

With the patronage and active support of the British Engineers’ 
Association, the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders 
(Marine Section), the British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ 
Association, the Institute of Welding and the British Acetylene 
Association, the Exhibition promises to display a representative 
selection of the products of these important branches of United 
Kingdom industry. . : é 

Several well-known makes of oil engines for marine propulsion and 
auxiliary services, as well for industrial and traction purposes, will be 
available for inspection. One stand will be devoted to the uses and 
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possibilities of aluminium in shipbuilding and marine engineering, 
whilst another firm, specializing in the manufacture of solid drawn 
seamless non-ferrous tubes, will exhibit copper and brass tubes and 
fittings for a variety of uses. Other products will include trans- 
mission belting of all types, electric motor control equipment, pneu- 
matic tools, lubricating oils and greases, electric duplicating machines 
as well as modern drawing office and photo print-room equipment 





BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1950 


The British Industries Fair, 1950, will be held from 
Monday, May 8, to Friday, May 19, inclusive. As previously 
the “lighter’’ industries will be housed in London at 
Olympia and Earls Court and the Engineering and Hardware 
industries at Castle Bromwich, Birmingham. 

The forms of application for space will be issued to manu- 
facturers about the middle of June and those who normally 
receive a form of application need only to await its arrival, but 
manufacturers desiring to exhibit.in the Fair for the first time 
should make application at once to the addresses given below 
to ensure a form being sent to them. 

London 


The Director, 
British Industries Fair, 
Board of Trade, 
Horseferry House, 
Thorney Street, 
London, S.W.1. 
Birmingham 
The General Manager, 
British Industries Fair, 
95 New Street, 
Birmingham, 2. 
From preliminary indications of the volume of applications 
likely to be received, manufacturers are strongly advised to 
complete and return their forms, when received, without 
delay. 











and materials. Complete ranges of welding equipment, accessories 
and electrodes will be shown in the Welding Exhibition on the ground 
floor of the Grand Hall. 

A world-famous Clydeside engineeering company will be showing 
scale models of its products. These include a luxury liner, ships’ 
machinery and gas turbines for use ashore. 

The technical press will be strongly represented and the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research and the Board of Trade will 
show how the Government can assist industry. 

Overseas visitors to the Exhibition may like to know that a hotel 
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accommodation service has been established to help with their hotel 
problems. 

Full particulars of this service and further details of the exhibits 
can be obtained from the organizers, Messrs. F. W. Bridges & Sons 
Ltd., Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2. (Tele- 
phone: Whitehall 0568/9.) 

The following list of trade exhibitions and fairs in the United 
Kingdom and overseas is compiled from information furnished by the 
organizers and by the overseas officers of the Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department. It will be understood that no responsibility 
is taken for the standing of the organizations or individuals mentioned 
and that dates, etc., may be subject to alteration. This list is not 
exhaustive and further information about these and other events may 
be obtained from the Exhibitions Division of the Commercial Rela- 
tions and Exports Department, Horseferry House, Thorney Street, 
London, S.W.1. (Victoria 6800.) Recent additions to the list are 
indicated by an asterisk *. 


United Kingdom 
1949 


LonpDON FasHION FoRTNIGHT— 
May 16-27, 1949. Apply to Information Bureau, London Fashion 
Fortnight, Dorland Hall, Lower Regent Street, S.W.1. (Tel. : 
Gerrard 9833. Ext. 4.) 

BUILDING AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION (EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS)— 
May 16-27, 1949. At Old Horticultural Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 
Apply to British Bulletin of Commerce, 17-18 Henrietta Street, 
Strand, W.C.2. (Tel. : Temple 4728.) 

LEICESTER AND LEICESTERSHIRE INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION— 
May 19-28, 1949. At Granby Halls, Leicester. Apply to the 
Exhibition Director, 8 Salisbury Road, Leicester. (Tel.: 
Leicester 59078.) 

BRITISH THEATRE EXHIBITION— 
May 23-June 18, 1949. At Bingley Hall, Birmingham. Apply 
to Mr. G. H. Grimaldi, British Theatre Exhibition, Birmingham 
Post, 88 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. (Tel. : Central 8731.) 

9TH ANTIQUE DEALERS’ FaiR AND EXHIBITION— 
June 9-24, 1949. At Great Hall, Grosvenor House, Park Lane, 
W.1. Apply to Captain C. S. Platts, Room 904, Grosvenor 
House, Park Lane, W.1. (Tel.: Grosvenor 6363, Ext. 904.) 


NotTTINGHAM TRADE EXHIBITIONS— 
June 26-July 2, 1949. Apply to The Secretary, Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce, Smithy Row, Nottingham. 
RoyaLt AGRICULTURAL SHOW, SHREWSBURY— 
July 5-8, 1949. Apply to the Royal Agricultural Society, 16 
Bedford Square, London, W.1. (Tel. : Museum 5905.) 
UNDERGROUND Mininc MAcuHINERY EXHIBITION— 
July7-16, 1949. At Earls Court. Apply to General Manager, 
Engineering Centre, 351 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
NaTIONAL GARDENS SHOW— 
July 27-August 5, 1949. At Olympia. Apply News of the World, 
Pembroke Lodge, Edwardes Square, Kensington, London, W.8. 
(Tel. : Western 3202-4.) 
ENGINEERING AND MarINE ExHIBITION— 
August 25-September 10, 1949. At Olympia. Apply to Messrs. 
F. W. Bridges & Sons Ltd., Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, 
London, W.C.2. (Tel.: Whitehall 0568.) 
ScoTtisH INDusTRIES EXHIBITION— 
September 1-17, 1949. At Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. Apply to 
General Manager, Scottish Industries Exhibition, 351 Sauchiehall 
Street, Glasgow, C.2. (Tel.: Glasgow Douglas 7531.) 
49TH CuHEmMists’ ExHIBITION— 
September 19-23, 1949. At Central Hall, Westminster, London, 
S.W.1. Apply to The British and Colonial Druggist Ltd., 194-200 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. (Tel.: Bishopsgate 2148.) 
Rapio.tympiA, NATIONAL Rap1o ExHIBITION— 
September 27—-October 8, 1949. Apply to the Radio Industry 
Council, 59 Russell Square, London, W.C.1. (Tel.: Museum 
6901.) 
(Continued on next page) 
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Exhibitions and Fairs—(Continued) 


INTERNATIONAL Motor ExuHIBITION— 
September 28—October 8, 1949. At Earls Court, London. Apply 
to Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders Ltd., 148 Picca- 
dilly, London, W.1. (Tel.: Grosvenor 4040.) 

MANCHESTER, First NATIONAL PACKAGING EXHIBITION— 
October 5-15, 1949. At City Hall, Deansgate, Manchester. 
Apply Provincial Exhibitions Ltd., at above address. 

FASHION IN FOOTWEAR EXHIBITION— 
October 10-14, 1949. At Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London, 
W.1. Apply to Exhibition Dept., ‘‘ Footwear,” Drury House, 
Russell Street, London, W.C.2. (Tel.: Temple Bar 3422.) 

British TEXTILE MACHINERY AND ACCESSORIES EXHIBITION (INTER- 

NATIONAL)— 

October 12-22, 1949. At Belle Vue, Manchester. Apply to 
Textile Recorder Machinery and Accessories Exhibition Ltd., 
Old Colony House, South King Street, Manchester, 2. 

INTERNATIONAL BicycLE AND Motor Cycie Exxipirion— 
October 21-29, 1949. At Earls Court, London. Apply to the 
British Cycle and Motor Cycle Manufacturers and Traders Union 
Ltd., The Towers, Warwick Road, Coventry. (Tel.: Coventry 
62511-2.) 

63rp ANNUAL Dairy SHOW— 


October 25-28, 1949. At Olympia. Apply to British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association, 17 Devonshire Street, London, W.1. 
(Tel. : Welbeck 1012.) 

Bustness ErFiciENCY ExHIBITION— 
November 9-19, 1949. At Empire Hall, Olympia. Apply to 


Office Appliance Trades Association of Great Britain and Ireland, 


11-13 Dowgate Hill, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. (Tel. : 
Central 7771-2.) 

Burtpinc Trapes ExHIBITION— 
November 17—-December 1, 1949. At Olympia. Apply to 


Building Trades Exhibition Ltd., 4 Vernon Place, Southampton 
Row, W.C.1. (Tel.: Holborn 8146.) 

SMITHFIELD SHOW AND AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
December 5-9, 1949. At Earls Court. Apply to The Smithfield 
Show, Joint Committee, 148 Piccadilly, W.1. 


1950 


HOTEL, RESTAURANT AND CATERING EXHIBITION— 
January 25-February 3, 1950. At Olympia. Apply to Trade 
and Technical Exhibitions Ltd., 1 Dorset Buildings, Salisbury 
Square. London, E.C.4. (Tel. : Central 1555.) 
MANCHESTER BuILviNnG ‘T'RADFs EXHIBITION— 
* April 18-29, 1950. At City Hall, Deansgate, Manchester. Apply 
to Provincial Exhibitions Ltd., at above address. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION— 
May 6-13, 1950. At Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London, W.1. 
Apply to Executive Committee, 41 Devonshire Place, London, W.1. 


Overseas 
1949 


VALENCIA, INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FarR— 
May 10-25, 1949. Apply to United Kingdom representative, 
Mr. R. H. Thornton, 8 Duke Street, London, S.W.1. (Tel. : 
Whitehall 6674.) 

Hanover, Export Trape Fair (TECHNICAL PRoDUCTS AND INDUSTRIAL 

EQuIPMENT)— 

May 20-30, 1949. Apply to Hanover Trade Fairs and Exhibi- 
tions Co., Hanover-Laatzen. 

Paris, INTERNATIONAL TRADE Farr— 
May 21-—June 6, 1949. At Porte de Versailles, Paris. Apply to 
Miss E. Lambert, 14/15 Rugby Chambers, Rugby Street, London, 
W.C.1, (Tel. : Chancery 6794.) 

TorRONTO, CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL TRADE FairR— 
May 30-June 10, 1949. Apply to Miss M. A. Armstrong, 
Canadian Government Exhibition Commission, Canada House, 
Trafalgar Square, London, S.W.1. (Tel.: Whitehall 8701.) 

Papua, INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FaIR— 
June 4-19, 1949. Apply the Secretary, Padua International Sample 
Fair, Via N ‘Tommaseo 59, Padua, Italy. 

BARCELONA, INTERNATIONAL ‘TRADE Fair— 
June 10-30, 1949. Apply to United Kingdom Agent, Mr. Joaquin 
Bosch, 109 Whitton Road, Twickenham, Middlesex. (Tel.: 
Popesgrove 4822.) 

ANTWERP, INTERNATIONAL FArR— 
June 11-26, 1949. At Palais des Sports. Apply The Secretary, 
Foire Internationale d’Anvers, at above address. 

Brusse_s, INTERNATIONAL PLasTIcS ExHIBITION— 
June 11-26, 1949. At Grands Palais du Centenaire. Apply to 
l’Office Belge des Matieres Plastiques, 153 Chaussee de Bruxelles, 
Forest—Brussels. 

STockHOLM, WorLD Sport Exuisirlon— 
June 17—August 28, 1949. At Djurgardsbrunn Bay. Apply to 
the Exhibition Commission, Birger Jarlsgatan 25, Stockholm. 
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LILLe, INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Farr— 
June 18-July 3, 1949. Apply Foire Commerciale and | 
nationale, 69 rue Faidherbe, Lille. ter. 

OSTEND, INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL FAIR— 

June 25-July 10, 1949. Apply the Secretariat, 64 ru 
_ Ostend. © de Fi landre 

HANOVER, AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 

June 26-July 3, 1949. Apply to Deutsche Landwirtschaft, 
Gesellschaft, Festhalle, Frankfurt-am-Main. Last date fie wei 
applications past. Pace 

BrusseLts, ANNUAL Foop INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION— 
July 9-24, 1949. At Grands Palais du Centenaire. Appl 
Confederation de |’Alimentation Belge, 55 rue de la Loi, Brusele 

LuxemBurG, NaTIONAL BuILDING AND Motor Transport Exuprrioy— 
July 10-21, 1949. Apply to Director, 18 Avenue de la Port 
Neuve, Luxemburg. ‘ 

BRISBANE, RoyaL NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL EXxHtBrTioy— 
August 6-13, 1949. Apply to the Secretary, Royal Nation 
Agricultural and Industrial Association, 99 Creek Street, Brisbane 
Queensland, Australia. ’ 

Izmir, INTERNATIONAL Farr, TTURKEY— 

August 20-September 20, 1949. Apply to the Secretary, British 
Chamber of Commerce, Istanbul Han, Hanumeli Sokak, Istanbul 

STOCKHOLM, St. Erik’s Fatrr— F 
August 24-September 4, 1949. 
Stockholm, 5. 

TorONTO, CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 

August 26-September 10, 1949. Apply to Mr. G. H. W. 
United Kingdom representative, Canadian Chamber of Com. 
merce in Gt. Britain Inc., British Columbia House, 3 Regent 
Street, London, S.W.1. (Tel.: Whitehall 2794.) 

BubDapEst, INTERNATIONAL AUTUMN Farr— 

September 3-18, 1949. Apply to Sample Fairs and Exhibitions 
Ltd., Szegfu-Utca 6, Budapest, VI, Hungary. Last date for space 
applications, July 1, 1949. 

PLovpiv, INTERNATIONAL Fair— 

September 4-18, 1949. Apply to the Bulgarian Legation, Trad 
Section, 24 Queen’s Gate Gardens, London, S.W.7. (Tel.: 
Western 9433.) 

Utrecut, Roya NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIES FAtIR— 

September 6-15, 1949. Apply to Mr. W. Friedhoff, Netherlands 
Chamber of Commerce, 10 Gloucester Place, London, W.1, 
(Tel. : Welbeck 9971, 9972, 9973.) 

ParMA, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF PRESERVED Foops— 

* September 8-29, 1949. Apply to E. A. Mostra Conserve, Viale 
Tanaro, 35, Parma. 
GHENT, FLANDERS INTERNATIONAL FAIR— 
September 10-25, 1949. Apply to Ultra Displays Ltd., 395, 
Edgware Road, London, W.2. (Tel.: Amb. 4147.) Northem 
Agents: Robertson Buckley & Co. Ltd., Berey’s Buildings, 
George Street, Bixteth Street, Liverpoo! 3; Southern Agents: 
S. R. Tippett & Co. Ltd., 110 Cannon Street, London, E.C.4, 

Bari, INTERNATIONAL LEVANT FarrR— 

September 10-26, 1949. Apply to the Italian Chamber of Com. 
merce for Great Britain and the Commonwealth, 652 Grand 
Buildings, Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2. (Tel.: White 
hall 5521.) 


Apply to St. Eriks-Massan 


PRAGUE, INTERNATIONAL FarR— 
September 11-18, 1949. Apply to The Secretary, Czechoslovak. 
British Chamber of Commerce, 46 Seymour Street, London, WI. 
(Tel. : Amb. 1801.) 

VIENNA, {NTERNATIONAL AUTUMN FarR— 
September 11-18, 1949. Apply to British-Austrian Chamber of 
Commerce Inc., 29 Dorset Square, London, N.W.1. (Tel.: 
Paddington 7646.) 

ZAGREB, INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR— 


September 17—October 2, 1949. Apply to the Manager, Zagreb- 
acki Velesajam Savska Cesta 25, Zagreb, Yugoslavia, or Com- 
mercial Attache, Yugoslav Embassy, 195 Queen’s Gate, London, 
S.W.7. 
Lyons, INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION— 
September 24-October 9, 1949. Apply to Secretaire-General, 
rue Menestrier, Lyons. 
BrussEts, 20TH Foop AND CATERING EXHIBITION— 
%* October 1-16, 1949. At Grands Falais du Centenaire. Apply to 
Salon de |’Alimentation, 10 Place de Brouckere, Brussels. 
Paris, INTERNATIONAL MARINE AND RIVER INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION— 
October 1-16, 1949. At Salon des Industries Nautiques. Apply 
to. Secretaire-General, 8 Rue Jean Goujon, Paris 8°. 
Paris, INTERNATIONAL Motor, Cycle AND Sports SHOw— 
* October 6-16, 1949. At Grande Palais, Port J, Paris, 8°. 
to organizers. 
Paris, PACKAGING ExHIBITION— 


Apply 


October 6-16, 1949. At Porte de Versailles. Apply to Salon &f 


l’Emballage, 40 rue du Colisee, Paris, 8°. 


1950 


VERONA, INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL FAIR AND Horse SHOW— 
* March 12-20, 1950. Apply to Mr. F. C. Kerry at the abov 
address. 
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Statutory Notices 


NDER Section 24 of the Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 to 1946, 
Une undermentioned patents were indorsed “ Licences of Right ’’ 


on the dates specified:— 


———— 


No. of 
Patent 
i 


Subject matter 


Grantee 
April 28, 1949 
Short Brothers (Rochester and | Aeroplane controls. 

Bedford) Ltd. and anr. 
401762 Wingfoot Corporation ... 

763 | Wingfoot Corporation ... Yea 
— Mav 3, 1949 
541056 | The Distillers Co, Ltd. and 
others. 


504801 


Compositions. 
Synthetic rubber. 


Esters. 


529380 | Soc. Anon. D’Innovations , Alcohol of high molecular we'ght. 
Chimiques dite: Sinnova ou 
Sadic. 


Device for feeding machines for 
packing tubular products. 

Device for filling receptacles with 
cylindrical articles. 

ID) Innovations Chimi- | Acid alkyl sulphates and salts 


504553 + Bardet, G. 
601233 | Bardet, G. 


601602  Societ» 


ques called Sinnova ou Sadic. of these acids. 
407204 Societe D’Innovations Chimi- | Aliphatic sulphonie acids. 
ques called Sinnova ou Sadix. 


ies ... , Floors. 
May 4, 1949 
. | Fuel injectors for internal com- 
bustion engines. 


615627. Lavanant, P. 


589735 | S.A. Andre Citroen 


590755 S.A. Andre Citroen Brake system for vehicles. 

591876 S.A. Andre Citroen. Fluid-light cylinder. 

597031 | The Distillers Co. Ltd.... Polymeric substances, 

597821 | S.A. Andre Citroen Drive transmission device. 

598204 | S.A. Andre Citroen Machine tools, 

598366 | S.A. Andre Citroen Fluid-pressure braking system. 

600762 S.A. Andre Citroen Brake system for vehicles. 

601731 S.A. Andre Citroen Suspension systems for vehicles. 

604923 | S.A. Andre Citroen Combined radio and _ audible 
warning device. 

613995 AK. Fisker & Nielsen ... Nozzles for vacuum cleaners. 





Any person alleging that indorsement of any of the above-mentioned 
patents has been made contrary to some contract in which he is 
interested may make application for the cancellation of the indorse- 
ment by lodging Patents Form No. 21, stamped £2, at the Patent 
Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2. 


Cancellation of Indorsement 

Notice is hereby given that the Babcock & Wilcox Co. have made 
application for cancellation of the Indorsement “‘ Licences of Right ”’ 
on Patent No. 499,920, dated February 27, 1937, and granted to them 
for an invention entitled ‘“‘ Improvements in ceramic products and 
methods of manufacturing them.”’ 

Any person may lodge notice of opposition to the application by 
lodging Patents Form No. 24 at the Patent Office, 25 Southampton 
Buildings, London, W.C.2, on or before June 7, 1949. 

J. L. Brake, 
Comptroller-General. 
The Patent Office. 
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NOTICE TO “ JOURNAL” READERS 
AND ADVERTISERS 


The Board of Trade Journal is published by His Majesty's 
Stationery Office and is obtainable directly from the 
following addresses: York House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2 ; 13a Castle Street, Edinburgh, 2 ; 39 King Street, 
Manchester, 2; 2 Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3 ; 
1 St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff ; Tower Lane, Bristol. 1 ; 
80 Chichester Street, Belfast ; or through any bookseller. 


Crown copyright reserved. Extracts may be published if 
the source is duly acknowledged, except that permission of 
the authors must be obtained to reproduce signed articles. 


EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to the 
Editor, Board of Trade Fournal. Millbank, London, S.W.1. 
(Telephone: Whitehall 5140, Ext. 306.) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS (26s. PER ANNUM ; 32s. 6d. POST FREE) AND 
SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to the publishers at any 
of the above addresses. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion 
of advertisements in the Board of Trade Fournal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9 Oxford Street, London, W.1. (Telephone : 
Mayfair 7755, Ext. 271.) 

The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the 
statements in the advertisements and the inclusion of any par- 
ticular advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services 
advertised herein have received official approval 

REPRINTS OF ARTICLES. Reprints of extracts of articles 
and announcements from the Board of Trade Journal will be 
supplied on payment. The scale of charyes is as follows :— 


For each additional 


No. of Up to 125 copies ordered at 
pages 250 copies the same time 
Per a s. d. 
1 (or part) , 2s 2 6 
(minimum charge) 
2 y A? ae 0 
3 3 3 9 7 6 
4 440 10 0 


Prices for extracts of more than four pages are propor- 
tionately higher. 

Orders with remittances should be addressed to the 
Director of Publications (S.A.), H.M. Stationery Office, 
421 Oxford Street, London, W.1, and should be received not 
later than on the Friday following publication of the Board 
of Trade Journal from which the extract is to be taken. 
Cheques should be made payable to H.M. Paymaster- 
General. 
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IMPORTS EXPORTS 


MADRID s BARCELONA as BILBAO 


Telephone: Temple Bar 8871/2 
Telegrams : Mechanical, London 








SHIPPING 


We invite you to take advantage of our connections and over a quarter of a Century's Experience in the above markets 


ANGLO-OVERSEAS ENGINEERS AND MERCHANTS 
34/5 Norfolk Street, Strand, London, W.C.2 


ENGINEERING 


SEVILLE . LISBON 2 OPORTO 


LIMITED 


Westminster Bank, Temple Bar 
Anglo-Portuguese, Colonial and Overseas Bank, London 
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"Phone: BiShopsgate 8833. Bankers: 
' | ‘| { OS W WARD i TD Overseas grams: ‘SOLHARI’ London. Barclays Bank Led, 
& a 2 
LICENSED VALUERS and ASSESSORS % e Mm A Bae R i Ss 


Specialists in Valuations of Assets, 154 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2 

Industrial Properties, Plant and (Established 1920) 

Machinery, Stocks of Raw Materials Ex Government goods : Second-hand CLOTHING 

etc., for all purposes and RAINCOATS. Second-hand Army BOOTS. 
‘ apap Men’s oilskin CLOTHING and COATS. Ex 


ALBION WORKS Railway TARPAULINS, repaired, approximate 


size 20’ x 14’. BLANKETS, grade 1 and 2, 


SHEFFIELD cleaned and repaired. 


New goods: THEATRE GLASSES 
TELEPHONE : 26311 


Enquiries invited. Lowest possible prices. 
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